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An update on the
DiverseForages Project
The workshop began with a summary of
preliminary findings from the first year of the
DiverseForages Project: A five-year study
funded by the Sustainble Agriculture Research
and Innovation Club (SARIC).
In 2018 the project will enter it’s second year.
So far, one year’s measurement of biomass
yield and species persistence have been made on
agronomy trial plots throughout South-West
England. Multi-species mixtures comprising 6,
12 or 17 species were compared to a ryegrass
control. The project team now prepare to start a
two-year grazing study using beef steers and
will use information learnt at this workshop to
inform their management approaches.
For more information go to
www.reading.ac.uk/DiverseForages

Workshop summary
Learning from each other’s experiences
The aim of this workshp was to bring together farmers, industry representatives, and
researchers with an interest in the management of multi-species (herbal) leys to discuss best
practice for grazing these pastures with cattle and sheep. With over 45 delegates, the day proved
to be a great success with lively debate relating to the pros and cons of diverse forages.
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Breakout session two >>>

Grazing practicalities
When to graze?
How to measure biomass and judge the readiness of diverse swards for grazing was the first topic
of discussion for the second breakout group. Columb Anderson-Hague, demonstration farmer for
the DiverseForages project, spoke about using a rising plate meter and waiting until biomass is at
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least 3000 kg/ha DM before beginning to graze an area, then leaving a residual height of 1500 kg/ha
DM. The group noted that waiting longer to graze (up to 6000 kg/ha DM) often resulted in poorer
milk yield, likely due to lower digestibility of the ley. Sam Walker, also a demonstration farmer,
warned new growers of diverse forages to expect to see more bare ground after grazing than in grass
leys. Round lengths starting at ~20 days in spring and extending to ~60 days in autumn were
common amongst the farmers present. Farmers supported the idea of allowing the leys to set seed at
least once in the season for persistence.
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Questionnaire Results

concern

no specific ‘one size fits all’ rule for grazing
diverse leys and that farmers should find a
method that suits their conditions.

