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In 2026, we will proudly celebrate our Centenary, 
marking 100 years since the University of Reading 
was granted a Royal Charter. 

Our community has been at the forefront of 
improving people’s lives for more than a century. 
Beginning in 1885 as an Oxford University extension 
college, we have a truly pioneering history.  We were 
educating and promoting women years before 
they could vote in the UK, and our leaders played 
a key role in decriminalising homosexuality in 
the mid‑twentieth century. 

We have led the world for decades in understanding 
and responding to climate change and the 
protection of our environment.

We have a vision to create a more sustainable world. 
This vision is core to our values and has led us to 
take bold action, globally, to share our knowledge, 
expertise and research, and to have an impact on 
the world stage and in our own community. During 
your time with us, we hope you’ll get involved too. 

Whether it’s through groundbreaking research 
or impactful community initiatives, we are driven 
to make a genuine difference in the world. Together, 
we can shape not only our individual futures, but also 
the collective future of our society and planet. 

We hope you’ll choose to join us and share our vision 
to make a better world for us all.
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IT’S NICE 
TO MEET YOU
This prospectus will give you 
a taste of what it’s like to be 
a postgraduate student at 
the University of Reading. 
But it doesn’t beat visiting 
in person or meeting us 
virtually to find out if Reading 
is the right place for you.
Come along to one of our face-
to-face or virtual events to meet 
academic staff and students from 
a range of programmes, tour 
our campus, and find out about 
accommodation, student finance, the 
application process and much more.
You can also book a virtual one-
to-one chat with a member of our 
recruitment team who specialises 
in your geographical region. It’s 
the perfect opportunity to ask all 
of your questions about becoming 
a master’s student at Reading.

LIVING OVERSEAS?
If you would like to visit the 
University on a specific date, it’s 
best to get in touch with us before 
your trip, so that we can discuss 
arrangements to meet with you.
There are sometimes opportunities 
to meet us in your own country or 
region, including at virtual fairs. 
Check the calendar.

Discover postgraduate events 
and book a one-to-one chat

CAMPUS TOURS
These run throughout the year and 
are usually led by current students.  
Or you can follow our self-guided tour 
at a time that suits you. Book a tour.

VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE
Experience the University of 
Reading from wherever you are in 
the world. Take virtual tours inside 
department buildings, the Library 
and other student facilities, view 
different types of rooms in halls, and 
explore our fantastic green spaces.

GET IN TOUCH
If you have any questions,  
contact us online.
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JOIN US
WE ARE A COMMUNITY
At the University of Reading, our 
people are everything. We’re ready to 
welcome you to our vibrant, diverse 
and supportive community where our 
incredible colleagues will inspire you 
with their discoveries and guide you in 
making your own.

WE ARE CONNECTED
Situated in the heart of the Thames 
Valley economic hub, and with London 
Paddington less than a 30-minute 
train ride away, our historic and award-
winning 1 parkland campus provides 
the spaces and places you need to 
make the most of your time here, 
and to connect with the opportunities 
and people around you every day.

WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
We are proud to be a research-
intensive university. We work with 
governments, international agencies, 
businesses, and charities striving to 
tackle some of the biggest problems 
facing the world today, such as 
climate change, heart disease and 
international conflict. Become part  
of a community that is committed  
to making a difference.

Sustainable 
University 
of the Year  
2025 2

Top 200  
in the world  

and top 30  
in the UK 3

98% of our  
research is of  
international 

standing 4

97% of 
our graduates 
are in work or 
further study 5

1	 Whiteknights campus has been awarded 15 consecutive Green Flag awards, 2011–2025, recognising it as one of Britain’s top green spaces.
2	 The Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2025.
3	 We’re the 27th highest-ranking UK university out of 90 featured in the QS World University Rankings 2026. We’re ranked joint 194th overall  

out of 1,501 institutions worldwide.
4	 The latest Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2021, combining the University’s world-leading, internationally excellent and internationally  

recognised submissions.
5	 Within 15 months of the end of their course. Graduate Outcomes Survey 2022/23, of 2,620 postgraduate taught leavers, of which 40% responded.
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We’re proud to be named 
Sustainable University 
of the Year 2025.1 We’re 
taking a leading role in 
finding lasting solutions 
to save our planet.
TAKING ACTION  
We’re not just green because 
of our beautiful campuses. 
We’re committed to reaching 
net zero carbon by 2030 2 
and we’ve already reduced our 
carbon footprint by around 
60% since 2009. We refuse to 
invest in fossil fuels, only 1% of 
our waste goes to landfill, and 
100% of our electricity comes 
from renewable sources.
We’re the first university in 
Europe to join the Menus of 
Change University Research 
Collaborative, which aims to 
provide healthy and sustainable 
meals on campus. And we’ve 
been awarded Fairtrade 
University three-star status 
(2025–2027), recognising our 
sustainable practices, ethical 
support towards fairtrade 
communities and livelihoods, 
and commitment to reducing 
the impact of our consumption.
We’re ranked 4th out of 149 in 
the People & Planet University 
League 2024/25 for ethical and 
environmental performance.3

1	 The Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2025.
2	 Read about how the University is planning to achieve its aims.
3	 See People & Planet University League 2024/25. We were awarded a first class rating for the sixth year in a row.

Images: Climate stripes projected onto the White Cliffs of Dover; Our green and biodiverse campus; 
Gaia by Luke Jerram, displayed in Reading Town Hall as part of the Reading Climate Festival.

LEADING CHANGE
The University is a world leader in climate 
science4, winning a Queen’s Anniversary 
Prize 5 and the inaugural THE Award 
for Outstanding Contribution to 
Environmental Leadership6. Reading 
scientists played a central role in creating 
the latest UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change report (Sixth 
Assessment Report (AR6)). And to lead 
change for the next generation, we 
are working with the UK government’s 
Department for Education and others  
to improve climate education in schools 
and colleges across the country, and 
provide free support to education 
settings to develop and deliver 
tailored climate action plans.

Our climate experts are also working 
to inspire local people, organisations, 
and businesses to contribute to the 
fight against climate change. We work 
with Reading Borough Council and 
others to plan action towards a net zero 
carbon town, and every year we host 
many public events showcasing this 
work, including as part of the annual 
Reading Climate Festival.
The University is also a major centre 
for doctoral research and training, 
creating the environmental science and 
sustainability leaders of the future. We’re 
delighted to offer up to 190 funded PhD 
places over the next five years, starting in 
2025, for UK and international students. 
Visit our website for details.

GETTING INVOLVED
We’re committed to empowering our 
whole community of students and staff 
with an understanding of climate change 
and the skills and knowledge needed to 
help build a sustainable future. 
You’ll have opportunities to develop your 
understanding of climate and sustainability 
through modules and activities, such as 
awards, internships, projects, student 
societies, volunteering, and a new climate 
and sustainability online course exclusive 
to Reading students.
If you share our passion for building 
an environmentally sustainable world, 
why not take our free-to-access online 
course Planet Partners: Tackling the 
Climate Crisis Together.

4	 We’re ranked 5th in the world for Atmospheric Science (ShanghaiRanking 2024 Global Ranking of Academic Subjects) and 97% of our research  
in Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences is rated world leading (4*) or internationally excellent (3*) in REF 2021.

5	 Awarded in 2021 for our work Tackling the Impacts of Climate Change – From Global to Local.
6	 Times Higher Education (THE) Awards 2023.

Image: Vice-Chancellor, Professor Robert Van de Noort CBE, and Joint Head of Meteorology,  
Professor Joy Singarayer, receiving the Queen’s Anniversary prize at St James’s Palace in 2022.

World Top 50…

=50th  in the world | 6th  highest in the UK
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CLIMATE PASSION  
IN ACTION
Alongside her MSc in Food 
Economics and Marketing, 
Deepali supports the national 
Climate Ambassadors scheme, 
created by the University of 
Reading. The scheme connects 
climate and sustainability 
experts with nurseries, schools 
and colleges in England to 
develop and deliver climate 
action plans.

What is your role?
“I’m one of the student team 

members helping to manage the 
programme’s social media. A big part 
of my role is creating content, sharing 
impact stories, and making climate 
engagement more relatable online.”

Why were you keen to take part?
“Being part of the sustainability-

focused initiatives at Reading helped 
me feel not just like a student here, 
but an active contributor to university 
life. It’s a paid role where I get to blend 
my marketing skills with a cause I care 
deeply about.”
How have you benefitted?

“I’ve built confidence, networks, and 
real-world skills, and I’ve gained 
amazing insight into how cross-sector 
partnerships work to drive climate 
action in education. I’ve learned I 
want to work in spaces that combine 
creativity with purpose, where I can 
connect with audiences and shape 
messaging that really matters. This 
opportunity, alongside my degree, has 
helped turn that vague ambition into a 
focused, actionable plan.”

How would you describe  
the University of Reading?

“There’s a very strong sense of 
community here. I find it inclusive, 
rich in opportunity, and, honestly, 
empowering. Reading brings together 
postgraduate students from all over 
the world and there’s a genuine 
willingness to help each other, whether 
it’s sharing notes, job leads, or just 
grabbing a coffee after a long lecture. 
I’m surrounded by people who are 
not just academically motivated, but 
also curious about the world and 
passionate about their fields. It’s a 
network I’ll carry forward for years.”

Explore how you can  
get involved 

“I get to blend my 
marketing skills with 
a cause I care deeply 
about. It’s one of the 
most fulfilling things 
I’ve done at Reading.”
Deepali, from India,  
MSc Food Economics and Marketing
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MEET OUR STUDENTS
The best people to 
speak to about whether 
Reading is right for you 
are those at the heart  
of the University.
We have invited some of our 
postgraduate students to share 
their thoughts about Reading. 
Look out for their firsthand 
experiences throughout the 
rest of the prospectus.
They’re here to guide you 
through your research and help 
bring the University to life, but 
they have so much more to say 
than we can fit in here. Have a 
chat with our students online 
and ask any questions you have 
about what it’s really like to live 
and study here.

Chat to our students 
about studying at Reading

“Being part of a community 
that is so passionate about 
their students, research, and 
sustainability work is really 
inspiring. The range of support 
systems and incredible lecturers 
I’ve been able to access make 
me feel really supported in my 
learning too.”
Katharyn, from UK

“The diverse community at 
Reading has enriched my learning 
experience by exposing me to 
different cultures, perspectives, 
and ideas. The University 
organises social events and 
activities specifically tailored to 
postgraduate students, and the 
community benefits greatly from 
its diversity.”
Hans, from Mauritius

“The best thing about studying at 
Reading is the open and supportive 
environment that gives me the 
space and freedom to explore 
different research directions. The 
support from my supervisor and 
English language tutors has been 
instrumental in helping me carry 
out my PhD research.”
Ching, from Hong Kong, China

“Whiteknights campus and the 
Careers service are big wins for 
any student at the University 
of Reading. We are home to an 
award-winning green space – you 
should see how beautiful it is in 
the summer. The Careers service 
provides support for two years 
after you graduate, helping to make 
Reading graduates competitive 
and very employable.”
Louie, from UK

“I feel a sense of belonging at the 
University of Reading. Lecturers 
create a welcoming environment 
where students are able to freely 
share their ideas, and they provide 
extra support, such as one-on-one 
meetings. My department is keenly 
interested in our professional and 
career development, especially 
through mentoring schemes.”
Emmanuella, from Ghana

12 | reading.ac.uk reading.ac.uk | 13

  
C

on
te

nt
s

https://rdg.ac/chat
https://rdg.ac/chat


WHITEKNIGHTS CAMPUS
Our main campus, 
Whiteknights, is the  
centre of student life. 
Set in 300 acres of stunning parkland, it 
has everything you need in one place. 
It is home to the Library, Reading 
Students’ Union, two on-site 
museums, shops, cafes, and other 
amenities. The campus also houses 
many of our teaching and research 
facilities, including modern, well-
equipped study areas, as well as several 
halls of residence that are within a 
15-minute walk from the Library.
Our Doctoral and Researcher 
College is also found at the heart 
of Whiteknights campus. Based in 
Old Whiteknights House – a beautiful, 
modernised Victorian building – it 
is the centre of all doctoral activity 
and provides dedicated space for our 
postgraduate researchers.  
Discover more on page 84.

Take a video tour of 
Whiteknights campus
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LONDON ROAD CAMPUS

A short walk from both 
Whiteknights campus and the 
town centre, our London Road 
campus is a peaceful setting 
of traditional cloisters and 
green spaces.
It’s a historic site – one of the 
University’s original campuses – and 
is home to the School of Architecture 
and the Institute of Education. It is 
also the base for the University’s 
extracurricular music programme, 
with practice rooms, instrument 
storage facilities, and the main 
performance venue, The Great Hall.

The Dairy is our on-campus eatery 
and serves local and global craft beers 
and food. It provides a friendly place 
to listen to live music, play pool, and 
watch sporting events.

Take a video tour of 
London Road campus

GREENLANDS CAMPUS

Our beautiful Greenlands campus, 
on the banks of the river near 
Henley-on-Thames, dates back  
to the early nineteenth century.
Used by the University’s triple-accredited 
(AACSB, AMBA, EQUIS) Henley Business 
School, it’s the base for some of our 
part-time, post-experience degrees, 
including Henley’s Executive Master in 
Business Administration (EMBA) and 
Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) 
programmes. It is also home to Henley’s 
Corporate Development programmes, 
coaching and consultancy services, as 
well as many applied research centres.

16 | reading.ac.uk reading.ac.uk | 17
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READING TOWN
Reading is a global town 
and offers a dynamic 
mix of business, culture 
and creativity.
Recognised as one of the best places to 
live in the UK1, Reading has a vibrant and 
diverse cultural landscape. Enjoy cuisines 
from around the world in the historical 
yet modern town centre, and immerse 
yourself in the growing arts and music 
scene. Home to the iconic Reading 
Festival, a global music attraction, you’ll 
also find smaller independent theatres 
and live music venues. The nearby  
Abbey Ruins host open-air theatre, 
cinema and other cultural events, 
and are the perfect place to explore 
Reading’s medieval history.
With multiple shopping centres, 
high-street and independent retailers, 
ranging from secondhand and vintage 
clothes shops to ethnic grocery stores, 
Reading can provide a taste of home 
wherever you’re from.

1	 The Sunday Times Best Places to Live 2025.

BEAUTIFUL GREEN SPACES
There’s no shortage of places to unwind 
in Reading when you need a break from 
studying. Relax in the town’s many parks 
or take in the leafy riverside walks. The 
river Thames flows through the town, 
close to the Victorian Forbury Gardens, 
which play host to a buzzing market of 
global cuisines every summer. 

EASY TO REACH
Reading is very well connected by rail 
and road. The main train station is easily 
accessible from most places in the 
UK. The regular fast trains to London 
Paddington take just 23 minutes, and 
the Elizabeth Line’s direct connection to 
the London Underground makes travel 
from Reading to central London equally 
simple. Whiteknights and London Road 
campuses are approximately 1.5 miles 
from the M4 motorway.
Access to the UK’s two major airports is 
also convenient: Heathrow Airport is easy 
to reach by rail or road in less than 
an hour and Gatwick Airport in 
under two hours. 
Getting to us from 
the town centre is 
straightforward – 
enjoy the walk or 
make use of the  
24-hour bus service 
that brings you right 
onto campus.

FASTEST TRAIN 
TRAVEL TIMES
Reading to London 
Paddington:  
23 minutes
Reading to Oxford:  
22 minutes
Reading to Bristol Parkway: 
48 minutes
According to Great Western Railway

We’re proud to be part 
of London Higher, the 
membership organisation 
for universities and higher 
education colleges across  
the capital. Find out more. 
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Reading is home to the 
headquarters of international 
businesses and is a place to 
make connections and seize 
opportunities. That’s why 
thousands of our graduates 
now call Reading home.
GREAT CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES
Reading has a buoyant economy1, 
providing a wealth of career 
opportunities for our students. 
International organisations such as 
Microsoft, Oracle, Procter & Gamble, 
and PwC have long been located here.
Reading is also one of the UK’s fastest-
growing screen industry hubs. The 
University’s Thames Valley Science 
Park is home to Shinfield Studios, a 
state-of-the-art multistage film and 
TV complex that has hosted Netflix’s 
Bridgerton and Disney’s Star Wars and 
Ghostbusters films. Other big names 
in the arts, creative and heritage 
industries are housed there, including 
the British Museum Archaeological 
Research Collection.
Reading provides the opportunities 
to launch or progress your career 
after graduation, no matter where 
your ambitions lie.

1	 Reading is the fifth-highest scoring UK  
city for good economic growth in the  
Demos-PwC Good Growth for Cities Index, 
September 2024 report. 

CONNECT WITH  
THE LOCAL AREA
When you join the University of 
Reading, you’ll also become a valuable 
member of the local community. 
Connecting with your new local area 
can help you settle into University 
life and find new favourite places and 
activities, so that Reading feels like 
your home away from home.  
Visit our website to learn about local 
and community events, and explore 
our local area Google map, created by 
our Student Local Guides to help you 
discover student recommendations 
in the local area.

 

MEET VEENA
“Reading’s strong 

tech industry 
presence was a 

significant factor  
in my decision  
to study here.”

Veena, MSc Data Science and 
Advanced Computing

Tell us a bit about your  
background.
“I have a BTech in Information 
Technology from Anna University 
in Chennai, India, and more 
than eight years of experience 
in data engineering, analytics 
and project leadership. I’m 
passionate about data science 
and technology innovation.”

Why did you choose the 
University of Reading for  
your master’s?
“Mainly because of the 
programme’s curriculum, which 
blends advanced data science 
with practical applications in big 
data and cloud computing. One 
of the modules includes hands-
on experience with Azure, which 
is essential, as having expertise 
in at least one cloud environment 
significantly enhances job 
prospects. Access to London 
was also an important factor, as 
it provides additional networking 
and career opportunities.”

What has your experience  
been like so far?
“My experience at Reading 
has been exceptional, with a 
supportive academic environment 
and excellent faculty and 
resources. My lecturers and tutors 
have deep industry knowledge 
and an approachable nature. 
They use a blend of theoretical 
instruction and practical, real-
world examples to enhance our 
understanding. Their dedication 
to student development, through 
personalised feedback and 
support, has helped me grow 
academically and professionally.”

How does the University  
support you?
“I have used various services, 
including career support and 
mental wellbeing resources. I have 
attended fun and ethnic-specific 
social events, which have greatly 
contributed to my overall experience 
and sense of community.”

What’s the best thing  
about Reading?
“Apart from my course, it is the 
beautiful campus with its serene lake 
and Harris Garden. I also appreciate 
Reading town’s vibrant atmosphere 
and diverse offerings. The town’s rich 
history provides a blend of  
old-world charm and modern 
amenities. Overall, it’s a welcoming 
place to live and study.”
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MOVING  
TO THE UK
Join more than 4,500 international students at 
a university steeped in over 150 years of history.
We have years of experience in welcoming students from across the world  
and we’re here to help make your move to Reading as simple as possible.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME
•	 Attend our pre-departure support 

webinars, which cover a wide 
range of topics including student 
visas and immigration, applying to 
Reading, scholarships, student life, 
and accommodation. You can also 
book a virtual one-to-one meeting 
with a member of our international 
recruitment team for personalised 
advice: Visit our virtual events 
webpage.

•	 In some countries, we host 
face‑to-face pre-departure 
events. Check our website to 
see if we’ll be near you.

•	 Make sure you are familiar with 
the student visa requirements 
and allow sufficient time for your 
visa application processing and 
return of your documents. 

•	 From mid-July onwards, you’ll have 
the opportunity to apply for a STaR 
PG International Mentor. Mentors are 
current international postgraduate 
students who can help you settle into 
life in the UK and at the University. 

ARRIVING IN THE UK
Getting to us from international 
airports London Heathrow and 
London Gatwick is easy. The journey 
between London Heathrow and 
Reading train station takes only 45 
minutes by direct bus with RailAir. 
London Gatwick is less than two 
hours away from Reading by train.

SETTLING IN AT READING
Our Welcome Week events, tours 
and information sessions will help you 
settle into life in Reading and the UK. 
These include academic and social 
events, information sessions covering 
everything from study advice to feeling 
at home, maps of Reading, guides to 
opening a bank account, and more. 

A MULTICULTURAL 
COMMUNITY 
With around 150 different languages 
spoken in the local community, 
Reading town is home to people 
from all over the world, and this 
multiculturalism is proudly reflected 
in our own student community. 
Meeting people from your own 
country and staying in touch with 
your culture is easy when there are 
so many student societies to join, 
including faith-based and culture-
based groups. Reading Students’ 
Union societies are open to students 
from all countries, so no matter 
where you’re from, you will be warmly 
welcomed within any group. 

Once enrolled, you can also sign 
up to our mailing list to hear about 
events, activities and trips for 
international students, such as 
our regular Conversation Cafes and 
Friday Get-Togethers. They’re a fun 
and inclusive way to connect with 
other international students from 
across the University.
Our cafeterias and restaurants 
on campus provide for different 
dietary needs, and self-catered 
accommodation will enable you to 
cook your own meals. Whiteknights 
campus regularly hosts an 
international street food market, 
offering different flavours from 
around the world. You can also buy 
supplies in the shops here on campus, 
and Reading town centre has a wide 
range of specialist food shops and 
restaurants from many countries.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
•	 Visa support. Dedicated 

immigration advisers can provide 
specialist advice on student-
related visas and information 
on conditions associated with 
student visas, including hours and 
type of work permitted during 
your studies. If you have any 
questions about your student visa 
application, please contact us at 
immigration@reading.ac.uk.

•	 UK healthcare. Overseas students 
studying in the UK on a programme 
that lasts longer than six months 
are entitled to medical treatment 
here. You may need to pay a 
healthcare surcharge as part of 
your immigration application. 

•	 Independent information and 
advice. For up-to-date advice for 
international students, including 
immigration, fees and wellbeing,  
visit the UKCISA website.

Explore our webpages 
dedicated to  

international students
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
SUPPORT

Our culturally diverse 
community is home to almost 
10,000 postgraduate students 
from around 140 countries.1 
Studying with us means having access 
to academic support through the 
University of Reading Global Academy. 
As an international student, you’ll be 
supported by a specialist team from 
your first day through to graduation, 
helping you to build your academic 
English skills, cultural understanding 
and academic confidence to thrive  
at university.

PRE-SESSIONAL ENGLISH
Are you an international student 
aiming to meet the English language 
requirements for your degree 
programme? The Pre-sessional 
English programme is designed  
to do that and so much more. 
Our courses go beyond improving 
your English proficiency; they 
prepare you for university study in 
the UK. You’ll develop skills in critical 
thinking, self-reflection, and learner 
independence, and become familiar 
with the University’s tools and 

resources. Whichever study duration 
you choose, you’ll benefit from our 
programme’s accreditation by the 
British Association of Lecturers 
in English for Academic Purposes 
(BALEAP), ensuring a high-quality 
student experience.
We assess your progress through 
authentic, university-style tasks, 
so there’s no need to take another 
IELTS test. Plus, if you select an 
in-person course, you may qualify 
for a combined CAS2, which covers 
your Pre-sessional English course 
and degree programme, streamlining 
your visa application process. Your 
eligibility will be confirmed when we 
review your application.

Discover more about our  
Pre-sessional English courses

ACADEMIC ENGLISH 
PROGRAMME
The Academic English Programme 
is free to all fee-paying 
international students.
Our courses, webinars and one-
to-one consultations will help you 
develop your academic language 
and skills while you study. Our 
lecturers are experts in academic 
language and literacy, and we work 
closely with academic departments 
across the University to ensure our 
courses focus on the language and 
communication skills you will need 
for your degree.
For doctoral researchers, there are 
a number of courses specifically 
focused on the language and skills 
needed to write a doctoral thesis. 
These are run in collaboration with 
the Doctoral and Researcher College.
Visit our website for more information.

GLOBAL STUDY LOUNGE
Welcoming all students and the wider 
University community, our Global 
Study Lounge is a multipurpose 
space that facilitates global 
engagement and intercultural 
communication through events and 
volunteering opportunities. 
The Global Study Lounge offers a 
place to study and socialise, and 
supports teaching and learning by 
hosting Academic English and 
Foundation surgeries and academic 
tutorials, bringing together learners 
from across the University. 

Ching from  
Hong Kong,  
China says ...

“I spent a lot of 
time attending 
English 

academic writing courses when 
I first arrived, which allowed me 
to meet other postgraduates 
from around the world. There 
are activities and opportunities 
at Reading to help international 
students build connections and 
engage with our community.”

1	 HESA 2023/24 Student Record and Aggregate Offshore Record (includes 7,950 postgraduate taught 
and 1,775 postgraduate research UK and offshore students). Figures rounded to the nearest five.

2	 A Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) is a unique number which confirms you have 
been accepted on a course of study in the UK. It is an electronic document generated using the 
Home Office’s system and is essential in order to make a successful student visa application.
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MEET AYOMIPO

“For me, the University 
of Reading should be 
everyone’s top choice.”

Why did you choose Reading?
“Because of its ranking, the 
easy access to London, and 
the interesting cultural 
and social activities. I also 
chose Reading because of 
the rich modules available 
in my area of specialisation. 
My course is centred around 
international commercial law, 
with a pathway in information 
technology. The world is 
becoming a global village with 
innovations and inventions in 
the area of technology, and I am 
interested in how trade, finance 
and other commercial sectors 
are affected by this.”

Why did you decide  
to do a master’s degree?

“For exposure to novel areas of 
research that I was unable to 
get during my undergraduate 
study. Also for interactions 
with professionals, and for the 
extracurricular activities and 
volunteering opportunities as a 
master’s student. For example, 
I have helped to train children 
for an interschool mock trial 
competition at Reading’s Crown 
Court, which fuelled my knowledge 
about how the adjudicatory 
system works in the UK.”

Did you meet us before  
submitting your application?

“Yes, I attended an in-person 
information session back in 
Nigeria. It was helpful in giving me 
knowledge about the University’s 
campus, facilities, other faculties 
like Henley Business School, and 
a deeper insight into my chosen 
course of study.”

Did you have any worries before 
coming to Reading?

“My main worry was the culture 
shock, being an international 
student. However, the diversity 
and inclusion at the University 
have allayed all my worries, from 
the lecturers to the student 
representation, cultural events 
and so on. 

“I signed up to have a STaR mentor 
(a current student) who helped me 
a great deal to settle in. We met a 
couple of times, and the sessions 
were informative and helpful. The 
Welcome Week activities organised 
by the School of Law and the wider 
University also helped me to meet 
other students.”

What are your plans 
for after graduation?

“I hope to join the labour market 
in Reading or neighbouring cities 
and to requalify as a lawyer in the 
long run. I enjoyed the data privacy 
module on my programme and I 
believe that the master’s degree 
will help me succeed as a data 
protection expert in the near future.”

MEET SIVA

Established for over 20 years, 
our Students in Schools 
scheme places student 
volunteers in local schools, 
to help school children flourish 
and University students 
develop their personal 
and employability skills.

Siva, a food technology 
master’s student, shares  
his experiences.

Why did you decide to volunteer?
“I have always had a passion for 
teaching and working with children. The 
scheme allowed me to contribute to – 
and build a strong network within – the 
local community and make a positive 
impact on the lives of young students.” 

Tell us about your role.
“I have volunteered at a primary 
school and have been involved in 
various activities, including teaching 
basic English and maths skills to Year 1 
students. I have also helped the staff 
during physical education periods, 
helping the students with their 
exercises and ensuring their safety.” 

What have you gained from 
taking part?
“Overall, participating in the scheme 
has given me a sense of fulfilment 
and a deeper understanding of the 
educational environment. Interacting 
with school students from diverse 
backgrounds and abilities has improved 
my adaptability, communication, 
leadership and problem-solving skills.” 

What is the best thing about 
the scheme?
“The opportunity to make a positive 
impact on the lives of young 
students. Witnessing their progress 
and growth, both academically and 
personally, is incredibly rewarding. 
My proudest moment so far has 
been when I observed a struggling 
student improve their maths skills 
over time through my guidance and 
support. Seeing their confidence and 
enthusiasm for learning flourish has 
been truly gratifying.”

GET INVOLVED IN THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY
With around 150 languages 
spoken in schools in the local 
area, Reading’s international 
students are perfectly placed 
to support children with 
little-to-no English. So far, our 
students have worked with 
young people whose native 
languages included Arabic, 
Mandarin, Polish, Turkish, 
Spanish, Hungarian, Russian, 
Hindi, Korean and Italian.  
Find out more.
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CAMPUS LIFE
Enjoy a beautiful, award-
winning environment1  
perfectly suited to the  
diversity of our students.
FEEL AT HOME
Our halls of residence are safe,  
secure and within a 15-minute walk from 
the centre of Whiteknights campus. 
We offer a range of room types to 
suit different needs, preferences and 
budgets. Find out more on pages 30–33.

A VIBRANT HUB
Our campuses are full of green spaces 
to help you relax. Enjoy a picnic in the 
beautiful Harris Garden’s flower meadow 
and apple orchard, grab a drink with 
friends in one of our coffee shops or 
student bars, or take a scenic stroll 
around the lake. You’ll also have access 
to fantastic recreational facilities at 
SportsPark, including a fitness studio, 
SoccerPark and TennisPark.
We have an exciting extracurricular 
music programme that welcomes all 
students and caters for all tastes in 
music. Join an ensemble, get involved 
with UoR Music LIVE, play live gigs 
across the University, and practise in 
music rooms for bands and individuals 
at our London Road campus.

ENJOY LOCAL  
AND GLOBAL FOOD
Enjoy healthy and balanced meals across 
our main campus eateries, including 
fresh ingredients sourced from our very 
own farms. Find out more on page 35. 
Explore global cuisines between lectures 
at the heart of Whiteknights when the 
regular international street food market 
comes to campus.
We’re proud to have been awarded 
Fairtrade University three-star status 
for our commitment to adopting ethical 
and sustainable policies and practices 
across campus. Our food outlets and 
services have also been awarded the 
maximum three-star rating by the 
Sustainable Restaurant Association.

STUDENTS’ UNION
When you join us, you’ll automatically 
become a member of Reading Students’ 
Union (SU), based in the heart of 
Whiteknights campus. SU supports 
students by campaigning on issues that 
matter to you and by providing you with 
a platform to share your voice. You’ll 
have access to a free, confidential advice 
service that can help you to overcome 
any challenges you may face. SU also 
offers more than 200 sports teams, clubs 
and societies to get involved in.

Discover more about  
our campuses

Deepali says ...
“As a triathlete, sport is a huge part of my 

life, and Reading makes it easy to stay 
active. I’ve joined local running clubs 
and the Athletics Society on campus to 
meet people and stay motivated. The 

Students’ Union plays a big role in making the postgraduate 
experience feel more connected.”

Stephanie says ...
�“I love Whiteknights campus and the 
Harris Garden. I honestly think people 
don’t talk about it enough! It’s absolutely 
beautiful, especially in cherry blossom 
season. It’s my favourite spot to relax.”

SUPPORT FOR MATURE STUDENTS
We recognise that our 
mature students may have 
different needs to those of 
our undergraduates, and we 
provide resources and support 
to ensure you feel part of the 
wider student community.
There are rooms in halls more 
suited to mature students, 
including those with partners 
and families, and an on-
campus nursery that provides 
childcare for the children of 
both staff and students. If 
you’re worried about studying 
among younger undergraduate 
students, our Library provides 

quiet and silent study areas and 
individual one-to-one study 
advice sessions tailored to your 
needs. The extended opening 
times at the Library allow you 
to fit your studies around 
existing commitments.
SU’s Mature Student Part-
time Officer organises social 
events, and you can join the 
Mature Student Society and the 
University’s Mature Students’ 
Peer Network, both of which 
are focused on creating a space 
for mature students to meet 
and build connections.

1	 Whiteknights campus has been awarded 15 consecutive Green Flag Awards, 2011–2025.
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ACCOMMODATION
As a postgraduate student, 
the need for independent 
study and other demands on 
your time mean that where 
you live is really important.
Our University accommodation  
is safe, secure, and located close to 
our Whiteknights and London Road 
campuses.
Our rent prices are all-inclusive, meaning 
that your utility bills, Wi-Fi, communal 
cleaning, and basic contents insurance 1 

are included.

BENEFITS
•	 Variety. Choose from quieter 

lifestyle areas, single-sex flats, 
accommodation for mature 
students, couples and families, 
and a number of adapted rooms 
for students with disabilities and 
special requirements.2

•	 Flexibility. Standard contracts 
are 40 weeks or 51 weeks. Choosing 
a 51-week contract means you’ll 
have your room from September 
2026 to September 2027.

•	 Security and support. Dedicated 
security patrols, CCTV and a 24/7 
Halls Hotline.

ACCOMMODATION 
GUARANTEED
You will be guaranteed a place in halls 
if you:
•	 are a new full-time postgraduate 

who has accepted an offer from 
the University

•	 apply for accommodation 
by 1 August and satisfy any 
conditions of your academic offer 
by 2 September 2026.

Other restrictions and requirements 
may apply; check online for full details.

1	 See page 86 for important information 
about the basic level of contents 
insurance included in our rent prices.

2	 Subject to availability.

Explore University 
accommodation and costs

PREFER PRIVATE 
ACCOMMODATION?
There are plenty of private options 
near the University. The Students’ 
Union can help find the right place  
for you. If you choose to live in 
private accommodation, you’ll still 
have access to all campus facilities  
and services.

Hans 
says ...

“Living 
in halls 
means  
I am just 

a short walk away from 
lectures, study spaces, and 
other campus facilities. 
This saves a lot of time and 
makes it easier to attend 
morning classes and stay 
late at the Library. The 
sense of community in halls 
has helped me to make 
good friends.”
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ROOM TYPES All rooms in halls include a bed and mattress, desk, 
desk chair, shelves and wardrobe, as well as access  
to a shared social space. Additional amenities will 
depend on your room type.

PREMIUM ENSUITE AND ENSUITE 
These are comfortable, well-equipped bedrooms with fitted furniture, shelving units and an ensuite shower room.  
Ensuite rooms are available with both self-catered and meal plan options.  
Premium ensuite rooms have a small double bed instead of a standard single and are self-catered with shared kitchens.

TOWNHOUSE AND PREMIUM SHARED BATHROOM 
Townhouses have 12 bedrooms arranged over three floors, with larger beds, shared kitchens, and two shared bathrooms  
per floor. Premium accommodations have 10 bedrooms which share three bathrooms. 
These accommodations have a modern kitchen, dining room and living area, and are self-catered.

UPGRADED AND STANDARD ROOMS 
Our standard rooms have a traditional corridor-style arrangement and shared bathroom and kitchen facilities.  
They come with meal plan and self-catered options. Upgraded rooms include a washbasin in the room.

FLATS AND STUDIOS 
We offer a selection of self-contained studios and flats close to campus that are suitable for mature students, couples  
and families. These are self-catered with kitchens equipped with a microwave and cooker/combi microwave, fridge, kettle, 
toaster, and freezer. Some of the accommodations include shared garden space. There are 88 rooms/studios/flats suitable 
for couples and mature students, and 24 self-contained flats ideal for families with children.

Take virtual room tours
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CLEVER  CUISINE
Clever Cuisine is our 
innovative meal plan 
system, providing you  
with a well-balanced 
diet and a huge variety 
of dishes from around 
the world.
Meal plans allow you to spend less 
time worrying about cooking and 
more time studying and pursuing 
your passions. 

A CLEVER CUISINE MEAL 
PLAN OFFERS:
•	 Convenience and flexibility. 

Access six dining venues across 
campus, with food available 
between 8am and 9pm every day. 
Choose a meal plan to suit your 
needs from one meal a day to 
unlimited dining. Meal plans can also 
be used over Christmas and Easter 
vacation periods. 90% of students 
who have a meal plan say Clever 
Cuisine makes their life easier.

•	 Variety and flavour. Buffet-style 
dining means you always have 
access to a diverse array of options. 
Our chefs expertly blend flavours 
and cooking styles to create healthy 
and delicious meals, adding their 
unique twists to traditional recipes.

•	 Nutrition and wellbeing. All our 
menus are available online, allowing 
you to plan ahead, and we provide 
detailed ingredients lists and 
nutritional information to support 
different dietary requirements.

•	 Sustainably sourced food.  
We source all of our ingredients 
from sustainable producers, 
including beef from our 
very own farms, creating a 
harmonious balance between 
taste and ethical consumption.

•	 Cost-effective dining. The 
Platinum plan, which is our most 
popular plan, averages £12.27 
per day, equating to just £4.09 
per meal (2025 prices). That’s 
exceptional value for money for 
the quality and variety offered.

Clever Cuisine isn’t just about 
delicious and nutritious food. It’s 
also about community. Our meal 
plans bring students together and 
our dining halls are always full of life. 
If you’re on a meal plan, you’ll have 
access to exclusive events like Edible 
Cinema, Beats ’n’ Eats, Speed Dining 
and many more. Nearly 80% of 
students surveyed say that having a 
meal plan has had a positive impact 
on their experience at Reading.

Explore our meal plans
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WELLBEING AND SUPPORT
We pride ourselves on being 
a friendly, welcoming and 
supportive university. Your 
wellbeing is our priority.
If you join us in September, you can 
take part in our Welcome celebration 
the week before teaching begins. 
There are sessions dedicated 
to postgraduate, mature, and 
international students, social and 
networking events, and a bespoke 
postgraduate Library tour. Don’t worry 
if you start later in the semester as we 
host mini-welcome events each week, 
so you won’t miss out on anything. 
You can access our wide range  
of support services whenever  
you need them.

WELFARE AND WELLBEING 
SUPPORT
Our Student Wellbeing teams can 
support you with any personal 
difficulties you may experience 
during your time here, including 
homesickness, family or relationship 
problems, and advice on drug 
and alcohol issues. Our team of 
counsellors and mental health 
professionals can support your 
emotional and mental health needs. 
All students also have unlimited 
access to our free 24/7 support line 
where you can confidentially call or 
live chat with experts in your preferred 
language, day or night.

SPORT AND ACTIVE 
WELLBEING
We offer accessible and inclusive 
facilities to support your physical 
and mental wellbeing. Through the 
SportsPark and Reading Students’ 
Union, we strive to provide sports 
for all abilities across a diverse 
range of clubs and programmes. All 
wellbeing initiatives aim to enhance 
the healthy and positive experiences 
of our students.

DISABILITY ADVISORY  
SERVICE
The Disability Advisory Service offers 
advice and guidance to students with 
any disability, mental health condition, 
or specific learning difficulty. With 
your permission, the team can liaise 
with appropriate staff to coordinate 
support for you. Please email 
disability@reading.ac.uk.

HALLS ACCOMMODATION
Students living in University halls 
are supported by hall wardens and 
mentors, the Halls Hotline and the 
Accommodation Office. Our Home 
at Halls programme organises 
social events such as cultural 
experiences, fitness and wellbeing, 
and seasonal celebrations.

COMMUTING TO CAMPUS
Attend our Commuter Welcome event 
to meet other new commuter students. 
If your journey to campus is quite long 
and you don’t want to travel home in 
between lectures, there are lots of 
spaces on campus to relax and eat, 
including in the Students’ Union.

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT ADVICE
Get help settling into life and study in 
the UK, as well as visa and immigration 
advice. See page 22.

STUDENT FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT
Our Student Financial Support 
Team can help you with any 
financial queries, including fees 
and scholarships, financial issues, 
effective budgeting, and more.

CHAPLAINCY
The Chaplaincy offers support to 
all students and acts as a signposting 
service for all faiths, with information 
about places of worship on campus 
and in Reading.

CHILDCARE
If you have children, there are 
excellent childcare facilities on and 
near campus, including a pre-school 
and day nursery. 

MEDICAL AND 
GENERAL HEALTH
You’ll be encouraged to register with 
the University Medical Practice and 
the University Dental Centre, which 
are both located a short walk from 
our Whiteknights campus. Royal 
Berkshire Hospital is also nearby.

Find out more about  
these services
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MEET MADDI
Maddi studies MA 
Communication Design, 
specialising in book design. 
She returned to education 
after working in industry for 
five years. We spoke to her 
about her experience so far.

On her course…
“It is very highly regarded in the industry, 

with a fantastic focus on the history 
of print and book design, as well as 
excellent teaching on the technical 
aspects. Having access to the 
archives and historic print workshop is 
invaluable. For most people – student 
or professional – these resources would 
be very difficult to come by, so I feel 
lucky to have them at my fingertips.”

On returning to study…
“I was slightly worried about my ability 

to readjust to studying, and about 
writing research essays, as this 
has never been my strongest skill. 
However, coming to Reading calmed 
these concerns, as we had sessions 
about both of these things early on in 
the year to help us adjust.”
On campus…

“I really like being at a campus-based 
university where everything I need is 
so close. The typography department 
is less than a two-minute walk from 
my door in Bridges Hall, so it’s the 
perfect location for me. Being so close 
to London and Oxford is also a huge 
benefit, as both of these cities are key 
for my research.”

On her proudest moment…
“It’s more a feeling than a moment. 

I can genuinely say that I never 
expected to learn and develop my 
skills as much as I have in the last 
nine months. The work that I have 
produced on my course is by far the 
best I have ever made, and I am 
incredibly proud of it. I never would 
have been able to reach this level 
without studying at Reading.”

On her future…
“I’ve gained all the skills that I need to 
specialise as a book and print designer 
and have made so many connections 
in the industry. I hope to work 
abroad to expand my cultural design 
experience, with an ultimate goal of 
running my own design studio.”

Meet students like Maddi  
at a postgraduate event 

“I never would have 
been able to reach 
this level without 
studying at Reading.”
Maddi, MA Communication Design
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FUNDING YOUR 
MASTER’S
It’s vital that you have funding 
in place before you join us for 
your master’s study. Here is 
some important information 
to help you plan ahead.

TUITION FEES
The cost of your tuition fees depends 
on your fee status – you are either a 
home or international student. The 
rules about who pays home fees for 
higher education courses in England 
are set by the UK government. Typically, 
home students are those living in the 
UK or Republic of Ireland (including the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man) 
and EU nationals with settled status in 
the UK. 
If you’re unsure whether you are a 
home or international student, check 
your eligibility on the UKCISA website.1 
Our standard full-time postgraduate 
taught fees for 2026/27 are:

•	 Non-laboratory subjects: 
£12,050 (UK/home) and £26,450 
(international)

•	 Laboratory-based subjects: 
£13,100 (UK/home) and £31,650 
(international).

Some programmes attract non-
standard fees, which may be higher. 
For programmes studied over more 
than one year, tuition fees are subject 

to an annual increase.2 You should view 
our online course pages to check fees 
before you apply. 
If you study part time over two years, 
your fees will be calculated at 50% of 
the annual full-time fee in each year.
Flexible/modular programmes are 
charged on a pro-rata basis. 
You can pay your tuition fees in 
two instalments, and many of our 
programmes require a deposit to 
secure your place. This information will 
be included in your offer letter. 

LIVING EXPENSES
You should make sure that you have 
enough money to cover all tuition fees 
and living costs in advance of coming 
to Reading. Once you’re here, you 
can access specialist budgeting and 
financial guidance from our Student 
Financial Support Team and Students’ 
Union advisers. 
Before arriving, ensure you budget for: 
•	 course-related costs like textbooks, 

field trips, and any specialist clothing 
or equipment you may need3 

•	 living costs like food, travel, your 
mobile phone, and entertainment 

•	 accommodation costs in University 
halls or renting from a private landlord 

•	 visa application fee, immigration 
health surcharge, and travel to  
and from your home country  
if you live overseas. 

The average student studying in South 
East England spends around £1,187 per 
month according to the 2024 National 
Student Money Survey, but your 
personal expenses will depend on your 
lifestyle choices and may well be higher.

ALUMNI DISCOUNT
If you completed your undergraduate 
degree with us, you’re entitled to a 
discount on your master’s degree at 
Reading.4 You’ll automatically receive 
a 20% discount on your annual 
tuition fees. 

MASTER’S LOAN
Home students can currently borrow 
up to £12,858 through a repayable 
government loan scheme for master’s 
programmes starting on or after  
1 August 2025.5 Loans are available for 
students under the age of 60 who don’t 
already have a master’s or a higher level 
qualification, such as a PhD. 

PART-TIME WORK
Supplement your income through 
temporary and short-term work 
opportunities at the University. Find out 
more on page 73. 

Visit our website for further 
fees and funding guidance

SCHOLARSHIPS
We are proud to offer 
an extensive range of 
scholarships to master’s 
students. In 2025/26, we 
offered more than £2m  
in funding. 
We recommend that you check 
our website for confirmation of 
our 2026/27 scholarships from 
October 2025. 
To be considered for our master’s 
scholarships, you need to have received 
an offer of admission to one of our 
participating master’s programmes for 
full-time or part-time study.6 
Our scholarships are competitive 
and primarily awarded on the basis of 
previous academic accomplishment. 
Ensure you read the online terms and 
conditions of each scholarship, as they 
have different application instructions 
and eligibility criteria.
University of Reading Excellence 
Scholarships are available to 
master’s students from every 
country in the world and take the 
form of a tuition fee reduction. In 
2025/26, awards were worth up to 
£10,000 for international students 
and up to £5,000 for home students. 
We hope to offer these again in 
2026/27. Every student who holds 
an offer of admission before 1 July 
would be automatically considered 
for this scholarship.

Alumni Master’s Scholarships 
are available if you have completed 
(or are about to complete) an 
undergraduate degree with 
the University of Reading.4 
Eligible students need to apply 
for the scholarship by 1 June 
for programmes starting in 
September. Recipients receive a 
grant to contribute towards living 
costs. In 2025/26, 10 awards of 
£3,000 were available to home 
and international students. This 
scholarship is separate from (and 
can be awarded in addition to) the 
automatic Alumni Discount.
Sanctuary Scholarships have 
been available over the last few 
years to students with refugee, 
humanitarian-protection or asylum-
seeker status. We hope to continue 
to offer these in 2026/27. 
We offer a selection of subject-
specific scholarships, including 
generous funding for Henley 
Business School students. You 
can read about subject-specific 
scholarships on our course 
webpages and our master’s 
scholarship webpage. 
We also have links with funding 
schemes awarded by various  
external organisations, such 
as Chevening Scholarships, 
Commonwealth Shared 
Scholarships, Felix Scholarships, 
 and private donor awards. 

It is possible to be awarded more than 
one scholarship. In fact, we encourage 
you to apply for all scholarships that 
you are eligible for.

Discover our master’s 
scholarships

1 	 In line with government guidance, non-UK 
students who are granted home-fee 
status will pay the same tuition fees as UK 
students and may be eligible for the same 
financial support from the UK government.

2 	 Based on the UK’s Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
capped to a maximum of 4%, as set out in your 
Student Contract.

3 	 Ask us about additional course-related costs 
via our website.

4 	 Students who have completed at least one 
term or semester with us as a Study Abroad 
student are also eligible.

5 	 You will need to repay your postgraduate 
master’s loan at the same time as any other 
student loans you may have. Further eligibility 
criteria apply, and loan amounts are subject to 
change for master’s programmes starting in 
2026/27. Find out more. 

6 	 Flexible learning (modular) master’s 
programmes are excluded.

reading.ac.uk | 4342 | reading.ac.uk

  
C

on
te

nt
s

https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student-advice/find-your-fee-status
https://www.reading.ac.uk/fees-and-funding
https://www.reading.ac.uk/fees-and-funding
https://rdg.ac/masters-scholarships
https://rdg.ac/masters-scholarships
https://www.reading.ac.uk/question
https://www.gov.uk/masters-loan


SCHOLARSHIP 
STORIES
If you have the academic ability and drive to succeed, 
money shouldn’t be a barrier to achieving your potential. 
We spoke to some of our recent scholarship recipients  
about what their awards mean to them. 

Anna says …
“Being awarded a scholarship is 
such an encouragement and 
means I can prioritise my  
academic and career progression 
over worrying about finances. 
My advice for others is to just be 
honest about your motivations  
and past successes. Don’t worry 
about sounding cringey – if it’s  
the truth and you’ve worked hard 
on it, say that!”

Yvonne says …
“As a mum of two children under 
five, the financial pressures while 
studying full time cannot be 
underestimated. This scholarship 
has made a huge and invaluable 
difference to me personally and 
academically! Every penny is going 
a long way towards helping me 
achieve my lifelong ambition for 
further studies.”

Eric says …
“The award letter is inarguably 
the best ‘love’ letter I have 
ever received. I feel like a world 
champion – it is a dream come 
true for me to be awarded the 
Chevening Scholarship.
Permit me to borrow from Nelson 
Mandela who said ‘Education 
is the most powerful weapon 
we can use to change the 
world.’ This scholarship gives 
me the opportunity to enhance 
my leadership and networking 
skills for a positive change in my 
community, country, Africa, and 
the world at large.”

Niamh says …
“Even if you don’t think you’ll get 

it, apply anyway! Think about 
what makes you stand out – 
jobs, volunteering and extra 
subject reading all show your 
commitment and passion for 
study. The scholarship means  
I don’t have to scramble for more 
work and it really solidified that  
I was meant to come to Reading.”

Nassib says …
“If you start to doubt yourself 
during the application process, 
make sure you continue with it 
because I am sure you deserve 
it. Make sure to highlight all your 
professional achievements, even 
if they’re not purely academic in 
nature. I was genuinely overjoyed 
when I was awarded a scholarship 
because it felt like my efforts and 
hard work were being validated 
and recognised by others.”

Samantha says …
“What does the scholarship mean 
to me? A future. The financial 
barriers to legal education are 
very real and having some help is a 
monumental accomplishment. It 
opens so many doors for me.”

Discover scholarships 
at Reading
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STUDIES TO 
SUIT YOU
Whether you’re joining 
straight from your 
undergraduate degree, 
returning to study after a 
break, or looking to fit your 
studies around existing work 
or personal commitments, you 
can find a course at Reading 
to suit you. Our postgraduate 
programmes span academic 
and vocational study. 

CHOOSING YOUR 
QUALIFICATION 
Choosing the right qualification will 
depend on several factors, including 
which subject you wish to study, how 
long you want to study for, and what 
skills, experiences and accreditations 
you need for your future. 
Master’s degrees at Reading are 
usually made up of 180 credits, 
studied full time for 12 months or part 
time for 24 months. A small number 
of our vocational programmes take 
two years to complete full time. 
Additionally, we offer a number of 
programmes that involve flexible, 
modular study over a longer period.

Master of Arts (MA), Master of 
Science (MSc), and Master of 
Laws (LLM) 
Most of our master’s degrees are 
MA, MSc or LLM qualifications. You’ll 
develop specialist knowledge and 
expertise through structured teaching 
and a variety of learning methods. 
Expect lectures, seminars, tutorials, 
and independent work, culminating 
in a dissertation or final project. 
Depending on the programme, you 
may also undertake lab work or work-
based placements. 

MA/MSc/LLM by Research and  
Master of Research (MRes)  
These qualifications are based around 
a research project and are perfect 
preparation for doctoral study.  
MA/MSc/LLM by Research is more 
research intensive than an MRes, with 
your dissertation and research modules 
making up around two-thirds of your 
overall credits. On an MRes, these make 
up more than half of the credits. Your 
remaining credits are taught modules, 
such as research methods to equip 
you with the skills to conduct your 
independent project.
We offer research-based master’s 
degrees in a range of subject areas, 
including: agriculture and food 
economics; biomedicine; entomology; 
film, theatre and television; law; 
philosophy; politics and international 
relations; and typography and graphic 
communication, including typeface design. 

Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip) and 
Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert) 
PGDips and PGCerts are less extensive 
with fewer master’s-level credits. 
Teaching is structured in a similar way to 
a master’s, but these qualifications don’t 
usually involve a written dissertation 
or research project. We currently offer 
these courses in allied health professions, 
coaching, teaching and education, and 
mental health clinical training. 

WE ALSO OFFER: 
•	 Master of Architecture (MArch). 

This is the second stage in becoming 
a qualified architect in the UK. 
Our course is prescribed by the 
Architects Registration Board (ARB) 
until December 2028 and validated 
by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA).

•	 PGCE and PgCE in Primary 
Education (with QTS). Take the 
general pathway or specialise in ages 
3-7 or Special Educational Needs.  
A Professional Graduate Certificate 
in Education (PgCE) is perfect if 
you don’t want to undertake the 
master’s-level academic work 
associated with a Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education (PGCE), but 
still want to gain Qualified Teacher 
Status (QTS). We also run a PGCE in 
Early Years Practice leading to Early 
Years Teacher Status (EYTS). 

•	 PGCE in Secondary Education (with 
QTS). We offer these in 15 different 
subjects across sciences, modern 
languages, arts and humanities.

•	 Continuing professional 
development (CPD). We provide a 
range of CPD courses in varied fields, 
including: business and corporate 
development; education; food and 
agriculture; mental health training; 
meteorology and climate; and 
pharmacy and prescribing. These 
courses are typically delivered in 
a day or longer and may include 
workplace-based learning. Visit  
our website for details. 

•	 Law conversion and legal 
practice. We run law conversions 
in collaboration with the University 
of Law, the perfect option if you 
completed a non-law undergraduate 
degree but want to become a lawyer. 
We also offer the Legal Practice 
Course (LPC). Apply at law.ac.uk.

•	 Doctoral research programmes. 
We’ll support you to deliver research 
that matters. Find out about our 
doctoral research opportunities, 
including PhDs and professional 
doctorates, on pages 80–85. 

“To have a long-
established 
link with such a 
highly regarded 
PGCE provider 
is incredibly 
important to us. 

Trainees from  
the University  
of Reading are  
of high quality – 
the teaching they 
receive is robust 
and ensures they 
are fully prepared 
for their roles  
in schools.” 
Alex MacLeod, Deputy 
Headteacher at the Piggott 
School in Berkshire – one of 
our 400+ well-established local 
partner schools 

Explore your options
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WE WELCOME ALL 
KINDS OF LEARNERS.
The diversity of backgrounds, 
nationalities and aspirations across 
our postgraduate community is 
one of the reasons why it is such a 
special place to study.
Here’s why some of our students 
chose the University of Reading 
for their master’s.

Chat online to current 
master’s students

Competitive edge 
and professional 
accreditation
Hans, from Mauritius, MSc Finance

“The excellent reputation of 
the master’s in finance and the 
Chartered Financial Analyst 
(CFA) accreditation were the 
main reasons I chose the 
University of Reading. I believe 
undertaking my master’s 
here will give me an edge in a 
competitive workplace and 
make me more employable.”

Master’s study 
around a busy  
home life
Lorna, from UK, MA Archaeology 
(part time)

“When my children went to school, 
I decided to study archaeology 
because it is an exciting 
combination of academic and 
practical skills. While investigating 
the University of Reading,  
I discovered the flexibility and 
range of modules, as well as 
the Department’s excellent 
reputation for research.  
I have achieved a good balance 
between family and study time.”

Different start date 
and English language 
support
Sabriye, from Uzbekistan,  
MA Applied Linguistics 

“The most important reason why 
I chose the University of Reading 
was that there was a mid-year 
intake. I was afraid that my 
English level would not be enough 
to complete assignments, but 
fortunately, the Academic English 
Programme here helps me a lot 
with my academic writing.”

1 	 This programme is now called MA Conflict and International Security.

Gain a deeper 
understanding at  
a higher level
Callum, from UK, MA Strategic 
Studies1 

“I’d like to embark on a career in 
the Armed Forces. My degree 
is the perfect course for this, 
as it allows me to explore 
international security at a 
deeper level compared to my 
undergraduate degree, build 
applied research skills, and 
improve my articulation of 
complex ideas and theories.”

Open doors to  
a new industry
Natalie, from UK, MSc Marketing 
(Digital Marketing) 

“I did English for my 
undergraduate degree at 
Reading. I’m so glad I took the 
risk to study a master’s degree 
in a subject I have never done 
before, as it has opened up so 
many doors for me. It gives me a 
Chartered Institute of Marketing 
accredited degree, which is 
globally recognised.”
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MASTER’S 
SUBJECTS
Postgraduate study at Reading offers you choice 
and flexibility, putting you in charge of your future.
Explore the subjects we offer and look out for the three icons below. 
They show you whether programmes in that subject area offer 
these key attributes.
Make sure you review our course webpages for the most  
up-to-date information before you apply.

 �
PROFESSIONAL 
ACCREDITATION

Accredited courses are an excellent way 
to enhance your career prospects. They 
can help make you more attractive to 
employers and could be an essential 
requirement for your chosen career or 
profession. Accredited courses have 
been assessed by a professional body, 
ensuring the course content is relevant 
and up to date. Successfully completing 
an accredited course will count 
towards a professional qualification or 
registration with an industry body.1

 �
PART-TIME OR  
FLEXIBLE STUDY MODE

At Reading, we recognise the need 
to study at your own pace or around 
work and personal commitments, and 
we have a wealth of experience and 
resources to help you succeed. We 
offer more than 100 part-time and 
flexible modular programmes.
Master’s programmes typically 
start in September, but some of our 
programmes are available to start in 
February or at other times of the year.

 �
CONVERSION COURSE

You can study many of our master’s 
programmes even if you haven’t 
studied the same subject at 
undergraduate level. Conversion 
courses are perfect if you want the 
freedom to explore a new area or have 
a specific change of career in mind.
A number of our courses are specially 
designed to give you the essential 
skills and knowledge needed to qualify 
for a particular role or profession, 
such as our psychology conversion 
course or programmes in construction 
management and engineering. These 
are a great way to enhance your career.

1 Accreditation is reviewed periodically; up-to-date information can be found on our course webpages.

Find your programme

ACCOUNTING

rdg.ac/accounting-pg

AGRICULTURE AND  
AGRI-FOOD ECONOMICS

rdg.ac/agriculture-pg

ARCHAEOLOGY

rdg.ac/archaeology-pg

ARCHITECTURE

rdg.ac/architecture-pg

ART

rdg.ac/art-pg

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

rdg.ac/artificial-intelligence-pg
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 Professional accreditation   Part-time or flexible study mode              Conversion course

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES  
AND BIOTECHNOLOGY

rdg.ac/biomedical-sciences-pg

BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT

rdg.ac/business-pg

BUSINESS  
(EXECUTIVE PROGRAMMES)

rdg.ac/exec-business-pg

CLASSICS AND ANCIENT HISTORY

rdg.ac/classics-pg

COMPUTER SCIENCE

rdg.ac/computer-science-pg

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT  
AND ENGINEERING

rdg.ac/cme-pg

DATA SCIENCE

rdg.ac/data-science-pg

DIETETICS 

rdg.ac/dietetics-pg

DIGITAL BUSINESS

rdg.ac/digital-business-pg

ECOLOGY

rdg.ac/ecology-pg

ECONOMICS

rdg.ac/economics-pg

EDUCATION

rdg.ac/education-pg
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 Professional accreditation   Part-time or flexible study mode              Conversion course

ENERGY AND  
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING  

rdg.ac/energy-engineering-pg

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND  
APPLIED LINGUISTICS

rdg.ac/english-language-pg

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

rdg.ac/english-literature-pg

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

rdg.ac/environment-pg

FILM, THEATRE & TELEVISION

rdg.ac/ftt-pg

FINANCE

rdg.ac/finance-pg

FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES

rdg.ac/food-pg

HISTORY

rdg.ac/history-pg

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

rdg.ac/international-development-pg

LAW

rdg.ac/law-pg

MARKETING AND  
CONSUMER BEHAVIOUR

rdg.ac/marketing-pg

METEOROLOGY AND  
CLIMATE SCIENCE

rdg.ac/meteorology-pg

54 | reading.ac.uk reading.ac.uk | 55

https://rdg.ac/energy-engineering-pg
https://rdg.ac/english-language-pg
https://rdg.ac/english-literature-pg
https://rdg.ac/environment-pg
https://rdg.ac/ftt-pg
https://rdg.ac/finance-pg
https://rdg.ac/food-pg
https://rdg.ac/history-pg
https://rdg.ac/international-development-pg
https://rdg.ac/law-pg
https://rdg.ac/marketing-pg
https://rdg.ac/meteorology-pg


 Professional accreditation   Part-time or flexible study mode              Conversion course

PHILOSOPHY

rdg.ac/philosophy-pg

PHYSICIAN ASSOCIATE

rdg.ac/pa-pg

POLITICS AND  
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

rdg.ac/politics-pg

PRESCRIBING AND  
PROFESSIONAL HEALTH SERVICES 

rdg.ac/prescribing-pg

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  
FOR CONSTRUCTION  

rdg.ac/project-management-pg

PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAINING

rdg.ac/charlie-waller 

PSYCHOLOGY

rdg.ac/psychology-pg

PUBLIC POLICY

rdg.ac/public-policy-pg 

REAL ESTATE AND PLANNING

rdg.ac/real-estate-pg

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY, 
LANGUAGE SCIENCES

rdg.ac/slt-pg

TEACHING

rdg.ac/teaching-pg

TYPOGRAPHY &  
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

rdg.ac/typography-pg
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HOW TO APPLY 
FOR A MASTER’S

The quickest and easiest 
way to apply for master’s 
study at the University 
of Reading is through our 
online application service. 
The service allows you 
to complete your application 
form and attach electronic 
copies of academic transcripts, 
certificates, and any 
other supporting information.
It also provides a tool for 
sending an email request 
to your referees, enabling 
them to send your supporting 
references directly to us.

Access 
application guidance

OTHER WAYS TO APPLY
You can request a paper 
application form by telephoning  
+44 (0) 118 378 5289  
or writing to  
Admissions Office, 
University of Reading,  
5th Floor, Philip Lyle building, 
Whiteknights, Reading,  
RG6 6EG, UK.

PGCE APPLICANTS
PGCE candidates should  
submit an application via the 
Department for Education 
(except for PGCE Early Years – you 
should use our online application 
service to apply for this).

Find  
country-specific advice

APPLICATION DEADLINES
Please check the course webpages for 
the following programmes that have 
application deadlines:

•	 MSc Dietetics
•	 MA Education
•	 MSc Physician Associate
•	 MSc Speech and Language Therapy.
There is no specific deadline date for 
other programmes, and applications 
will be considered until the programme 
is full. However, we recommend that 
you apply as early as possible.
International applicants also need 
to ensure that there is enough time 
to make any visa applications. While 
most of our programmes begin in the 
autumn semester (September), some 
start at other times of the year (for 
example, February/March) or offer 
multiple start dates.
Please see the current version of the 
terms and conditions that apply if you 
accept an offer at the University. These 
explain, for example, when we might 
make changes to your programme, and 
we advise reading these before making 
an application.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You are normally required to have a 
good undergraduate honours degree 
(typically a 2:2/2:1 depending on the 
programme you apply for) or the 
equivalent from a university outside the 
UK. Some programmes have additional 
subject-related requirements or 
other entry requirements. These are 
specified on our course webpages.
If you have other qualifications and 
a number of years’ relevant work 
experience, then you may also be 
eligible to apply. Please contact us 
to check.
We recommend reviewing our course 
webpages for the most up-to-date 
entry requirement information before 
submitting your application.

COUNTRY-SPECIFIC 
INFORMATION
Visit our website for country-specific 
information and advice, including entry 
requirements and contact details for 
our in-country representatives. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEVELS
If English is not your first language, 
you will need to let us know your 
current level of English (through your 
most recent test score) when you 
apply, and we will be happy to advise 
you on the best route to a University 
of Reading degree. 
Our typical English language 
requirements (depending on 
the programme) are:

•	 an overall score of 7.0 in the IELTS or 
equivalent with no individual element 
below 6.0

•	 an overall score of 6.5 in the IELTS or 
equivalent with no individual element 
below 6.0

•	 an overall score of 6.5 in the IELTS or 
equivalent with no individual element 
below 5.5.

If there is an English proficiency 
condition stated in your offer, the best 
way to meet the language requirement 
is to attend our Pre-sessional English 
programme. By taking this course, you 
may also be entitled to a combined 
Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies 
(CAS), a single visa that allows you 
to progress directly from your Pre-
sessional English course on to your 
degree programme. See page 24 
for more details.
For information on the range of tests 
and qualifications that we accept as 
evidence of English language ability, 
please visit our website.

GET HELP WITH YOUR APPLICATION
Our team of experienced admissions staff can help you throughout 
the application process. Please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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TEACHING AND  
ACADEMIC SUPPORT
Master’s study at Reading 
combines guided teaching 
with independent learning. 
You’ll be encouraged to work 
alongside our staff to shape 
your own postgraduate 
educational experience  
and you’ll have access to 
a wide range of people, 
opportunities and services 
to support your studies.

TEACHING EXCELLENCE
You’ll learn from academics who have 
a wealth of experience and expertise 
and whose teaching is informed by 
the latest research developments and 
professional practice.
We’re proud to have national leaders 
in higher education, including National 
Teaching Fellows, who have been 
recognised for the quality of their teaching 
at Reading, and for making an outstanding 
impact on student outcomes and 
teaching in higher education.

We’re committed to creating an 
enriched learning environment within 
a supportive and inclusive community, 
thriving primarily on face-to-face 
learning. We also use the opportunities 
that technology provides to deliver 
teaching in environmentally sustainable 
ways, respecting diversity, enabling 
participation, and removing barriers.

MORE THAN A MASTER’S
You’ll be encouraged to apply what 
you’ve learned through various 
opportunities to contribute to research, 
knowledge and practice. Many of our 
master’s students choose to enhance 
their experience by applying for 
placements and internships to gain new 
transferable skills. You can read more 
about these opportunities on our  
course webpages. 
You can also unlock new skills by 
learning a language alongside your 
postgraduate degree with our 
Languages for All programme. Join 
our interactive classes as a beginner 
or continue a language you already 
know to a higher level. We currently 
offer Arabic, British Sign Language, 
Chinese (Mandarin), French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Modern Greek, 
Russian and Spanish. Visit our 
website to find out more.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT
When you start your master’s, you’ll 
be allocated an academic tutor who 
is a member of academic staff in your 
school or department. They will meet 
with you at least once a semester to:

•	 help you develop plans to support 
your academic progress and 
personal development

•	 connect you with other staff in 
your field of study

•	 work with you to decide which 
development opportunities will 
most benefit you

•	 direct you to other University 
support services as appropriate

•	 provide tailored references for future 
academic or professional pursuits.

In addition, you’ll have access to a 
robust network of support from across 
the University.

•	 Support centres. Located across 
Whiteknights and London Road 
campuses, you can drop in for 
academic and non-academic 
advice and support.

•	 Academic liaison librarians. 
These are your main point of 
contact with the Library. There 
is an expert for every subject 
offered at Reading. They can help 
you find the best materials to 
support your studies and show 
you how to save time by making 
the most of all Library services.

•	 Study advisers. This team 
will support you to develop 
your academic skills for 
postgraduate study. They offer 
one-to-one sessions, webinars, 
and online resources.

•	 Academic English Programme. 
Our free courses, webinars and 
one‑to-one consultations for 
international students will help you 
develop your academic language 
and skills while you study.

•	 Maths support. If your programme 
or research draws on maths or 
statistics skills that you might not 
have used recently, our maths 
support guide provides links to an 
extensive range of e-resources and 
video tutorials that you can access at 
any time.

Deepali says ...
“What sets 
Reading’s 
lecturers 
apart is their 
approachability 

and genuine investment in our 
success. They’re incredibly open 
to feedback, flexible when needed, 
and always willing to help us shape 
our learning around our goals. That 
kind of mentorship makes a huge 
difference in feeling confident and 
capable as a postgraduate student.”

Stephanie says ...
�“The guaranteed 
clinical placement 
at Reading 
contributed a lot 
to my decision 
to study here. Thanks to my NHS 
placement, I now know that I want 
to become a clinical psychologist. 
The placement is going to help me 
stand out from other psychology 
graduates in an extremely 
competitive field.”
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THE LIBRARY
The centrepiece of 
Whiteknights campus  
is our Library.
With access to thousands of digital 
resources, inside you’ll find substantial 
print resources spread over six floors. 
Our academic liaison librarians (one 
for every subject we offer) will guide 
you to the materials you need and help 
you make the best use of them. Study 
Advisers and maths support resources 
are available to help you develop your 
academic skills.
Access help through appointments, 
regular drop‑ins and workshops. Our 
individual advice sessions are tailored 
to your needs as a master’s student, 
such as extra academic support if 
you’ve been out of education for a 
while. You can also attend our Master’s 
Dissertation Fair for advice on all 
elements of dissertation planning 
and writing, from choosing a research 
methodology to writing a literature 
review. Doctoral students can 
access support for best practice in 
research from the Library’s Research 
Engagement Team.
We strive to ensure our Library is as 
inclusive as possible. Features include:

•	 extensive opening hours1, allowing 
you to fit your studies around other 
commitments

•	 group, quiet and silent study spaces 
to accommodate different learning 
styles and needs

•	 a popular, large cafe.

1 	 During semester time, the Library is open 24 hours a day (except Saturday night).

Natalie says ...
“I attended 
some study 
workshops 
at the Library 
which were 

dedicated to how to write critically 
as a postgraduate student. 
These sessions were very helpful, 
particularly during the start  
of my master’s as I transitioned 
from undergraduate-level writing 
to postgraduate.”
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MUSEUMS AND 
COLLECTIONS
The University of Reading is 
home to a variety of world-
class museums and collections 
spanning an extraordinary 
range of subjects.
Discover museums and collections 
across both our Whiteknights and 
London Road campuses, including:
•	 Cole Museum of Zoology 
•	 Ure Museum of Greek Archaeology 
•	 Museum of English Rural Life 
•	 University Herbarium 
•	 University Art Collections 
•	 Letter, Printing and Graphic  

Design Collections
•	 University Special Collections, 

including world-class collections 
related to Samuel Beckett and 
James Joyce, over 80,000 rare books, 
and much more.

Collections staff regularly collaborate 
with master’s teaching in departments 
such as History, English, Art, and 
Typography. We also run a PhD 
training programme, underpinned by 
museum and archives skills training and 
exceptional access to primary sources, 
material culture and professional 
expertise. If you don’t need to use the 
museums or special collections for 
your studies, you can still get involved 
through activities and volunteering 
opportunities. Find out more.

RESEARCH  
THAT MATTERS

We’re continually investing 
in our research community, 
research centres and the 
latest technology and 
facilities. You’ll work with, 
and learn from, people who 
are making and discussing 
the latest discoveries.

Research at the University of Reading 
aims to solve some of the biggest 
problems facing people today, based  
on four broad themes: Agriculture, 
Food & Health; Environment;  
Heritage & Creativity; and Prosperity 
& Resilience. Under these themes sit 
our 31 research divisions, as well as our 
world-class research centres. Working 
across continents and disciplines, our 
researchers explore innovative ways to 
tackle climate change, improve human 
health, provide food security, and 
understand human culture.
As a postgraduate student, you’ll 
become an integral part of our research 
community as you help uncover trends, 
shape discussions, expand knowledge, 
and develop solutions.

1 	 REF 2021, combining the University’s world-leading, internationally excellent and internationally recognised submissions. 
2 	 We’re joint 50th in the world and the 6th highest-ranked UK university in the Times Higher Education (THE) Impact Rankings 2025.

Explore the fantastic research 
going on at Reading

98% of our research is 
of international standing1

World top 50 in THE Impact 
Rankings2
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IMPACT 
HIGHLIGHTS

SUSTAINABLE COCOA 
FARMING 
Greener cocoa farming is now possible 
in Ghana thanks to research co-
developed by Reading crop and soil 
scientists. Together with Ghanaian 
partners, Dr Andrew Daymond and 
Professor Tom Sizmur worked to 
promote sustainable soil management, 
resulting in improved soil health, greater 
cocoa yields and private sector interest.
Discover more about sustainable 
cocoa farming.

INSPIRING CLIMATE ACTION 
Professor Richard Allan – a leading 
climate scientist and Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
author – has been connecting with local 
groups, businesses and schools about 
climate change. His approach combines 
the latest research with positive 
messages and solutions to inspire 
action rather than despondency.
Discover more about inspiring 
climate action.

TACKLING FOOD POVERTY 
Reading researchers are part of an 
interdisciplinary team, led by Professor 
Carol Wagstaff, working alongside 
food, government and civil society 
stakeholders to address food poverty 
in culturally diverse disadvantaged 
communities. Through co-creation, the 
FoodSEqual project develops innovative 
solutions that tackle a lack of access to 
healthy, sustainable food, empowering 
communities to have choice and 
agency over their diets.
Discover more about tackling 
food poverty.

MONSTERS AND MYTHS
Over 18,000 visitors explored a 
major exhibition of art and artifacts 
co-curated by Reading professors 
Emma Aston and Andrew Mangham. 
The exhibition held at Reading 
Museum aimed to engage young 
people in museum experiences, 
using ancient mythology and modern 
reinterpretations to challenge 
perceptions of difference.
Discover more about monsters 
and myths.

EMPOWERING LGBTQ+ 
TRAVELLERS 
A new online travel tool developed by 
Reading law researchers Dr Frances 
Hamilton and Tahlia-Rose Virdee 
is helping organisations develop 
policies for LGBTQ+ international 
travel and empowering individuals to 
check their employer’s safeguards. 
The tool addresses a major policy 
gap and is being adopted by 
organisations across the UK.
Discover more about empowering 
LGBTQ+ travellers.

HELPING FAMILIES FLOURISH
A community-based project to 
promote a love of reading among 
families in low-income areas in Reading 
is providing benefits beyond improved 
literacy in children, such as increased 
confidence and better mental health. 
Professor Holly Joseph and Dr Daisy 
Powell co-designed book-related 
activities with community members, 
fostering trust and engagement and 
generating national policy interest.
Discover more about helping 
families flourish.
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CONNECTING 
RESEARCH

When you join Reading, you’ll become part 
of a well-connected community of students, 
researchers, staff and alumni that is collectively 
committed to making a positive difference 
across the University and the world. 
Reading offers everything you need to build your academic career, 
through master’s study to doctoral research and beyond.  

UNCOVERING CANCER’S 
HIDDEN SECRETS
Kimberley chose the University 
of Reading for her undergraduate 
and master’s degrees because of 
the opportunity to focus on cancer 
research – a disease she is extremely 
passionate about tackling. She studied 
BSc Biochemistry before completing 
her MSc by Research Biomedicine in 
2021, which was the perfect stepping 
stone towards a PhD.
She always knew she wanted to 
progress to doctoral research 
at Reading but struggled to find 
funding – until help arrived from 
Reading alumni and long-term 
donors, Roger and Jennifer Isaac.
Roger and Jennifer’s decision to donate 
specifically to support Kimberley and 
her research has been pivotal. They 
generously provided full funding for her 
PhD and the necessary equipment.

Kimberley recalled:

“It was an overwhelming, 
life-changing moment.”  

Alongside Professor Phil Dash, 
Head of the School of Biological 
Sciences and Professor of 
Cancer Biology, Kimberley is 
conducting innovative research 
into the behaviour of cancer 
cells when they migrate to new 
sites in the body. 
Despite remarkable advances over 
the years, there is still much about 
cancer that is poorly understood. 
One such area is metastasis – the 
process by which cancer cells spread 
around the body.
Pre-metastatic cancer can usually be 
cured, but this is rarely the case once 
it has metastasised. 90% of cancer 
deaths follow metastasis. 

Professor Dash stated: 

“Thanks to Roger and Jennifer, we 
can do this essential science while 
training a highly capable, motivated 
research scientist in Kimberley. 
Over the long term, this giving could 
make a staggering difference.”

Her PhD at Reading has given 
Kimberley numerous opportunities 
to share her research and growing 
expertise within the University 
community and internationally. She 
has presented and defended her 
interim research findings at Turin’s 
European Association for Cancer 
Research conference and Geneva’s 
World Cancer Congress conference, 
alongside teaching in biology practical 
sessions at the University, and 
continuing to build her life in Reading.
Read more about cancer’s 
hidden secrets.

“I’ve been passionate 
about cancer 

research for years – 
the Isaacs’ generosity 

reignited the flame 
when it seemed 

snuffed out. I’m so 
grateful to have the 

opportunity to do 
my PhD, and for all 
the possibilities it’s 

opened up.”
Kimberley
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ENHANCE YOUR  
EMPLOYABILITY
You’ll receive career support 
throughout your studies,  
and for an additional  
24 months after the end 
of your programme.
You’ll benefit from workshops, 
events, digital resources, and one-
to-one advice sessions with career 
consultants. You will also be supported 
when applying for jobs or graduate 
schemes, or exploring other options 
after completing your master’s, such 
as PhD study or setting up your 
own business.
This focus on employability 
contributes to the success of our 
master’s graduates: 97% of our taught 
postgraduates are in work or further 
study within 15 months of the end of 
their course and, of those working full 
time, 96% are in graduate-level roles.1

EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS
•	 Attend career events.  

We run hundreds of careers events 
throughout the year, where you can 
improve your interview skills, explore 
a variety of industries, and meet with 
potential employers. 

•	 Connect with employers. 
We have links with a wide range 
of large national and international 
recruiters who offer employment 
opportunities locally.

•	 Volunteer. Make a difference and 
enhance your CV through the 
University’s volunteering schemes, 
which include opportunities to help 
out within the local community.

•	 Get part-time work. Campus 
Jobs provides paid opportunities 
for students right here on 
campus. The Careers team can 
also help you find part-time work 
in the local area and support with 
applications and preparation for 
the recruitment process.

•	 Get recognition. Our Reading 
Experience and Development (RED) 
Awards encourage you to pursue 
activities – such as volunteering, 
work experience, and training 

	� courses – to develop your skills 
beyond your degree. We have three 
skills awards, including ones focused 
on sustainable action and global 
engagement activities.

•	 Take part in Thrive mentoring. 
Connect with a professional mentor 
for advice on your career plans 
and aspirations. Read about Carl’s 
experience on page 77.

•	 Connect with our alumni. 
When you graduate, you’ll become 
a lifetime member of our global 
community of Reading alumni. 
They’re also there for you during 
your studies: you can join networking 
events, attend alumni talks, and 
connect with Reading graduates 
who are already working in your 
chosen industry or job role.

Discover more about careers 
support at Reading

1	 Graduate Outcomes Survey 2022/23, of 2,620 postgraduate taught leavers, of which 40% responded.

BECOME A KTP ASSOCIATE
The Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) programme offers an exciting 
opportunity for our graduates to spend two or three years working on a project that 
brings together university research and business to develop novel products, systems 
and services. As a KTP Associate, you can combine your academic knowledge with 
commercial skills and experience to drive innovation – and your career. This national, 
government-backed programme is run by our Knowledge Exchange and External 
Partnerships Team. 

DAN’S STORY
While Dan was working on his master’s 
research in typeface design, the 
Department of Typography and Graphic 
Communication was embarking on a 
Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) 
with Monotype, a company that aligned 
perfectly with the content of his studies. 
Having already spent time in 
Monotype’s archives during his 
research, Dan found that he could 
apply his newfound research skills 
and understanding of non-Latin 
typographic issues directly to 
Monotype’s business activities.

“What was useful about the KTP 
experience at Monotype was 
that my project required me to 
get to know people all over the 
company and understand different 
parts of the business, where a 
typical design position might not 
allow that much exposure to the 
company’s overall activity.”

After two years as a KTP Associate, 
building his professional experience 
further and making useful industry 
connections, Dan was well prepared 
for his next role as a Senior Type 
Designer at Adobe.

“All my experiences and study 
at Reading – both the MA and the 
KTP – led me quite directly to that 
opportunity.”
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Gain the tools, knowledge  
and networks to start and 
build your own business 
through our student 
entrepreneur activities.
The Henley Enterprise Lab (HELAB), 
part of the triple-accredited Henley 
Business School on Whiteknights 
campus, hosts exciting events and 
competitions to give all students, 
regardless of degree subject, the 
chance to put their entrepreneurship 
skills into practice. These include:

•	 IDEAFEST, an annual student 
business idea competition that 
motivates you to work on developing 
an idea that could someday be 
commercialised – with prize money 
awarded to the best business ideas.  

•	 Henley Summer Start-up Boot 
Camp, a free, week-long course 
held in June that helps you to turn a 
business idea into a reality. You can 
learn everything about setting up a 
business from scratch, from building 
a website to finding customers and 
making sales with minimal budget. 

•	 Reading Entrepreneurs, the biggest 
non-sport student-led society on 
campus. It runs events throughout 
the academic year, including guest 
speaker talks, panels, and the 
Entrepreneurship Conference, an 
annual networking event.

•	 Business Idea and Start-Up Clinic,  
an initiative that aims to help students 
and graduates who have a business 
idea, or a start-up business, progress 
to the next level through one-to-one 
advice from a business expert.

•	 The Entrepreneurship Hub, 
supported by the Henley Centre 
for Entrepreneurship, provides 
current University of Reading and 
Henley Business School students 
with a workplace to develop their 
business ideas.

HELAB is also heavily involved in the 
delivery of entrepreneurship education 
within Henley Business School and 
across the University, conducting 
several modules that are open to all 
students. HELAB collaborates with the 
Henley Centre for Entrepreneurship  
in delivering support to students  
and graduates.
Find out more about HELAB.

PART-TIME WORK
At Reading, we make it easy 
for you to undertake part-time 
and temporary work alongside 
your studies1 – a great way to 
help offset your day-to-day 
expenses.
CAMPUS JOBS
Campus Jobs is a one-stop shop 
for all temporary student work at 
the University, providing part-time 
opportunities that are safe and flexible.
You could be working a shift in one 
of our bars or cafes one week, and 
then undertaking a research project 
in your department the next. You 
could even apply to join our student 
ambassador team, assisting at events 
like our Open Days, leading campus 
tours, and giving presentations to 
prospective students. With varied, 
one-off opportunities and regular 
shift work, you’re in control.
In the 2023/24 academic year, 
more than 2,000 students worked 
for the University, collectively 
earning nearly £4.9m.

1 	 Subject to visa requirements.

LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES
Our Careers team can help you to 
find temporary work off campus. 
With Reading town centre only 15 
minutes away by bus or bike, you’ll 
be perfectly placed to find work in a 
variety of industries to fit around your 
studies. The University has excellent 
links with a wide range of national 
and international businesses and 
organisations that offer employment 
opportunities locally. 
You’ll have access to our online jobs 
portal, which advertises more than 
4,000 jobs per year, as well as an 
annual part-time jobs fair.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
There are restrictions on the number 
of hours that international students 
are allowed to work, as outlined by the 
UK Council for International Student 
Affairs (UKCISA). It’s important that 
you check and follow any restrictions 
and ensure that your work does not 
affect your academic progress. Visit 
UKCISA for independent advice.
Once you are enrolled, our 
International Student Advisory 
Team can provide you with guidance 
about working in the UK and help you 
understand your visa conditions.

Katharyn says ...
“Having a 
casual  
contract 
through 
Campus Jobs 

to work shifts on an ad-hoc basis 
has been really helpful in bridging 
the financial gap. When I have 
spare time, I can pick up some 
work. The digital role I do every 
week is great, as I can factor it 
into my day on my own terms, 
so I’d encourage new students 
to look for roles like these that 
enable you to work around your 
academic schedule.”
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MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

When you graduate, you’ll join 
a strong and successful alumni 
community connected by a common 
goal: to use their unique experiences 
at Reading to make their mark on the 
world – and to help make the world 
a better place.
You’ll become a member of a global community 
of more than 300,000 graduates that spans 
over 150 countries. You’ll be part of an 
international network of leaders, innovators 
and change-makers at varying stages of their 
careers, across a broad spectrum of industries – 
from business, government, education, science 
and research to sport, media, culture, arts and 
the third sector.  
No matter where your aspirations lie, you’ll have 
plenty of opportunities to connect with Reading 
graduates during and after your studies.
Here are just a few of their inspiring stories.

Learn more about  
Reading’s alumni network and explore 

more of our graduates’ stories

RESTORING LOST VOICES

Maitreyee Wairagkar is 
breaking barriers between 
humans and technology.
She builds neurotechnologies, 
also known as brain-computer 
interfaces (BCIs), that enable 
people with motor and speech 
impairments to communicate 
via their brain signals. These BCIs 
restore lost speech in people with 
neurological conditions, such 
as stroke, paralysis, and motor 
neuron disease, by decoding their 
speech-related neural activity 
and translating it to continuously 
synthesised speech.
Her groundbreaking research 
has an incredible impact on their 
quality of life.

“Our ultimate goal is that  
no one will ever lose their 
ability to communicate due to 
neurological injury, improving 
the lives of millions of people 
around the world.”

Maitreyee started her BCI 
research journey at the University 
of Reading. She came to 
study artificial intelligence and 
cybernetics after finishing high 
school in India, and stayed on to 
complete her PhD. 

“Reading offered me an ideal and 
stimulating environment to study 
and grow as a researcher, which 
has been instrumental in shaping 
my career path.”

Whilst at the University of Reading, 
Maitreyee developed an interactive 
motor and language rehabilitation 
therapy system for stroke and 
traumatic brain injuries for home 
use in collaboration with the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital. This has since 
been commercialised by the health 
tech company, Evolv, and has 
been made available to patients in 
multiple countries.
Maitreyee is currently a  
project scientist at the University of 
California, Davis. She was a  

runner-up in the Nature ‘Inspiring 
Women in Science’ Awards in 2022 
and winner of the 2023 India UK 
Achievers Honours in the category  
of Science and Innovation.

“I hope to use this opportunity to 
be a role model as an Indian woman 
scientist and to help inspire more 
girls to pursue science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) subjects.”

Read Maitreyee’s full interview. 
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LEADING THE CHARGE

Dr Marek Kubik completed his doctoral degree in 
engineering at Reading in 2013. He has since become a  
key figure in the global drive for sustainable energy storage 
and has been leading the conversation at hundreds of 
events, including the UN and Forbes Summits. 
Marek’s doctoral research led to the 
development of the first utility-scale 
commercial battery energy storage 
facility in Europe, which has served as 

a catalyst for massive energy storage 
growth that is vital for helping the UK 
towards 100% renewable energy and 
net zero emissions.

After graduating, Marek was part 
of the founding team of Fluence, 
with the mission to create a 
more sustainable future by 
transforming the way we power 
our world. Fluence quickly became 
a global leader in energy storage 
technology and a driving force 
in the world’s transition to clean 
energy, listing on the NASDAQ in 
a $4.7bn IPO in 2021. Marek now 
serves as a UN and board adviser as 
well as director of Battery Energy 
Storage Systems at NEOM, building 
a 100% renewable power grid from 
scratch in Saudi Arabia. 

“I’m a firm believer in the power 
of technology to drastically 
advance our living standards and 
wellbeing. My goal is now to get 
us to a 100% sustainable energy 
future as fast as possible.”

For several years after leaving 
Reading, Marek remained a Visiting 
Fellow, which saw him return to the 
University and co-author some 
academic publications. He was 
also honoured in the Forbes 30 
Under 30 list in 2017, and he firmly 
believes that his doctoral studies 
have played an important role in 
his journey. 

“If you can find the right balance 
between academia and industry,  
a doctorate is a real propellant to  
a successful career.”

Read Marek’s full interview.

THRIVING BEYOND READING 

Reading’s Thrive Mentoring 
Scheme reminds Carl 
Asamoah of a quote by Sir 
Isaac Newton: “If I have seen 
further, it is by standing on 
the shoulders of giants.”
Carl insists that one of those 
giants is the mentor he found at 
Reading during his MSc Business 
Economics degree.  
Carl, who grew up in Ghana and 
felt that studying in the UK would 
expose him to new knowledge 
and invaluable experiences, saw 
Thrive as a unique opportunity 
to get advice on launching his 
not-for-profit organisation. He 
had witnessed how women 
and girls were excluded from IT 
teaching and learning programmes 
in underserved communities 
in Ghana, and was inspired to 
found Siscode. One of the social 
enterprise’s aims is to increase the  
number of females pursuing STEM 

subjects and careers, through 
exposure to IT and coding skills 
from a young age. 

“My mentor provided great advice, 
wisdom and encouragement 
when it came to starting up my 
organisation. He assisted me with 
thinking about ways I could raise 
funds.” 

Originally Carl only knew his mentor in 
the digital realm, through countless 
emails, video calls and shared 
documents. He was thrilled when he got 
to meet his mentor face-to-face. 

“Meeting my mentor, who has 
been a guiding light in my life for 
years, was a profoundly moving 
experience. Our reunion was filled 
with shared stories, laughter, 
and heartfelt conversations. It 
was a testament to the power of 
mentorship and the strength of the 
bonds that can be formed through 
programmes like Thrive.” 

Siscode recently started a podcast that 
invites female STEM university students 
to talk about their experiences, inspiring 
more girls and young women to learn 
the digital skills needed to become 
future STEM leaders. 
The mentoring scheme has had such 
an incredible impact on Carl’s self-
development that he is looking forward 
to becoming a Thrive mentor himself. 

“I feel very lucky and privileged 
to be a part of the University of 
Reading community and I want to 
help create similar opportunities 
for other people.”

The Thrive Mentoring Scheme 
partners students with a professional 
mentor – someone already working 
in an industry that interests you, who 
can provide support and guidance to 
help you explore your aspirations and 
define your career path. 
Learn more about Thrive Mentoring.
Read Carl’s full interview.
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THE SKY IS NOT THE LIMIT

Archaeology may be 
an unexpected route 
to a career in the space 
sector, but Caroline Sloan 
thinks it’s an excellent 
one. She completed her 
BA Archaeology in 2005 
and returned to Reading 
six years later as a mature 
part-time student to  
earn her MA.
Now Caroline is Head of 
International Business Operations 
at Stellar Solutions Aerospace. 
She provides defence and 
government bodies with space-
related technical and engineering 
advice on topics like sustainability, 
space debris, and satellite design. 
She also manages how the UK and 
French companies operate. 
Caroline advocates strongly for the 
multitude of different paths into 
the space industry. 

“Never be put off just because you 
don’t have a STEM background. 
There are many individuals who 
work in space but never leave the 
planet. Without these people behind 
the scenes, without people with 
imaginations and creativity, no one 
would travel into space.”

Although some might not think 
it, archaeology has strong links to 
the study of space. The technology 
required to explore space involves 
understanding materials and how 
they react in different environments. 
This mirrors the endeavours of 
humans past and present. 

“This is exactly what our ancestors 
did when they developed tool 
technologies – they had to 
determine which stone was most 
resilient and easiest to shape, 
and this methodology was then 
applied to bronze, iron, copper, 
tin, and steel alloys.”

Space technology plays its own 
important role in the study of 
archaeology, such as using synchrotron 
light (10 billion times brighter than  
the sun) to microscopically study  
fossils or a ‘super-microscopic’ beam 
to analyse Roman coins – to discover  
they were not made of gold or silver  
as originally thought.

“My archaeology studies taught 
me to look at things like a puzzle. 
In my job today, if I’m given a task 
to open a spaceport, I have to 
look at the regulations to get the 
licence, the safety precautions, 
the impact on the area, and how 
people get to the remote location.

“You have to pull apart this great 
idea and think of the problems 
and risks, then put the puzzle 
pieces back together in a way 
that will work.”

Read Caroline’s full interview.

“I loved Reading so much that  
I returned to study my master’s and 
I am considering a PhD. I also return 

for careers talks – as they say,  
Once Reading, Always Reading!”
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DOCTORAL STUDY
Complete your PhD 
or professional doctorate 
at the University of Reading 
and be supported to deliver 
research that matters. 
We offer opportunities in life 
sciences, environmental and physical 
sciences, business, economics 
and social sciences, and arts and 
humanities. Our doctoral students 
undertake interdisciplinary research 
that aims to solve some of the major 
challenges facing the world today.
Our international and inclusive  
doctoral community is home to over 
1,700 students from 100 countries.1 
Join them and benefit from the 
University of Reading’s wide-ranging 
and world-class research expertise.
Overall, 98% of our research has been 
rated world leading, internationally 
excellent or internationally 
recognised in REF 2021.

Find out more about 
our research areas

1	 Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) 
returns (UK and offshore doctoral students 
included), 2023/24. Student number rounded  
to the nearest five.

RESEARCH AREAS

Accounting

Agriculture, policy and development
Agricultural, environmental 
and food economics
Animal, dairy and food chain sciences
Consumer behaviour 
and food marketing
Crop sciences
Ecology and 
agri‑environmental research
International and rural development

Applied health research

Archaeology 

Art
Fine art
Practice in curating

Artificial intelligence

Biology
Biomedical sciences
Ecology and evolutionary biology
Microbiology
Molecular and cellular medicine
Zoology

Biomedical engineering

Built environment
Architecture
Construction management
Energy and environmental engineering

Business

Chemistry

Classics and ancient history

Clinical language sciences
Psycholinguistics
Speech and language therapy

Comparative and 
intercultural studies

Computer science

Cybernetics

Data science

Digitisation, marketing and 
entrepreneurship
Informatics and operations
Entrepreneurship and innovation
Marketing

Early modern studies

Economics

Education and teaching

Electronic engineering

English language and applied 
linguistics

English literature

Environmental science

Film, theatre and television

Finance

Food science

Geography
Human geography
Soil science

History

International development

Law

Linguistics

Management
Doctor of Business Administration (DBA)
International business and strategy
Leadership, organisations 
and behaviour
Reputation, responsibility and  
social issues management

Mathematics and applied statistics

Medieval studies

Meteorology and climate
Atmosphere, oceans and climate
Space weather and 
solar‑terrestrial physics

Modern languages
French studies
German studies
Italian studies
Spanish and Latin American studies
Translation studies

Nutritional sciences

Pharmacy
Pharmaceutics
Pharmacy practice
Physiology and pharmacology

Philosophy

Politics and international relations

Psychology
Neuroscience
Psychopathology

Real estate and planning

Speech and language therapy

Typography and 
graphic communication

USEFUL LINKS
Explore our website to find:

	Ū a PhD project: check our school 
and department websites as some 
list available projects or project 
ideas

	Ū an expert supervisor: browse 
school and department websites 
for information about current 
research staff. You’re welcome 
to contact potential supervisors 
informally before applying, but 
this is not essential, as we will 
do our best to match you with 
a supervisor when you submit 
a formal application

	Ū flexibility: we offer a number of 
different ways to study a doctorate, 
visit our website

	Ū fees: visit our PhD fees page
	Ū funding: we have a range of  

PhD funding options available
	Ū guidance on how to apply: 

check you have the right 
qualifications, get advice on writing 
a research proposal (if required), 
and find out what you need to 
submit as part of your application 
on our website.

80 | reading.ac.uk reading.ac.uk | 81

  
C

on
te

nt
s

https://rdg.ac/doctoral-research-areas
https://rdg.ac/doctoral-research-areas
https://rdg.ac/phd-flexibility
https://www.visit reading.ac.uk/gs/fees
https://rdg.ac/phd-fees
https://rdg.ac/phd-funding
https://rdg.ac/phd-how-to-apply


DOCTORAL 
SUPERVISION
When you are offered 
a place on any of our 
research degrees, we 
carefully match you with 
an appropriate supervisor 
who is experienced in your 
field of research, as well 
as a second supervisor or 
small supervisory team.
Your supervisors will help you 
formulate your research and 
provide you with specialist support 
throughout your studies.
We spoke to some of our PhD 
researchers and supervisors to find 
out more about student-supervisor 
partnerships at Reading.

MAKE AN  
INITIAL ENQUIRY
We recommend that 
you get in touch with 
us before you make an 
application to discuss 
your ideas and the most 
appropriate type of 
research degree for you, 
and to find out about 
potential supervisors.

Christos and Richard
Christos is studying for a PhD in 
History and is funded by a University 
International PhD Studentship. His 
primary supervisor is Professor Richard 
Blakemore. History students work 
quite independently, so Richard’s role 
is to guide Christos in designing and 
pursuing his project and help him to 
develop his research and analytical skills. 

“Supervising PhD students like 
Christos is one of the most 
rewarding parts of my job,” 
says Richard, who is also Director of 
Postgraduate Research Studies in the 
Department of History. 

“In that role, I see the community 
our postgraduates build together, 
which is such an important aspect 
of PhD life.” 

Christos first contacted Richard 
because of their shared interest in 
Maritime and Atlantic History. 

“Whilst our initial chat was very 
promising, it was nothing 
compared to what followed,”
remarks Christos. 

“Richard has been of tremendous 
help in my academic development. 
Not only is he a great scholar, but 
an exceptional person and an 
amazing mentor too.”

What’s the secret to a great student-
supervisor partnership? 

“Christos works hard,” says Richard, 
“but he also has a great sense of 

humour, which I think is a valuable 
asset for any partnership!”

Holly and Lisa
Holly is studying for a PhD in Food and 
Nutritional Sciences. Her research 
focuses on the use of whey protein 
to maintain muscle strength during 
ageing. Her primary supervisor is 
Professor Lisa Methven.  

“I am lucky to have a great 
supervisory team. They always find 
the balance between pushing me 
to be independent and knowing 
when I need help. They challenge 
me to develop my research skills, 
question my work and look at how 
I can make it better, whilst making 
me feel supported and capable. 
Having supervisors like Lisa who I 
can turn to and discuss everything 
from detailed experimental plans 
to mental health and holidays is the 
lifeline I need to keep me smiling 
during my PhD.” 
Holly, PhD researcher

“The best part of my job as an 
academic is being a PhD supervisor. 
PhD research is always a voyage 
of discovery, and we have the 
privilege to be part of many such 
journeys. Having defined their 
challenge, PhD students propose 
a research hypothesis and develop 
experiments to test it, analyse 
their results, modify their thinking 
according to their results, and add 
real impact to their field through 
publications, presentations and 
outreach. Our role as supervisors 
is to support our PhD researchers 
through all of these stages, and 
it is a great way to spend your 
time when you have students 
as inquisitive, determined and 
enthusiastic as Holly! It’s always 
fantastic to see your PhD students 
become independent researchers 
and experts in their field.” 
Professor Lisa Methven,  
PhD supervisor

82 | reading.ac.uk reading.ac.uk | 83

  
C

on
te

nt
s

https://www.reading.ac.uk/question
https://www.reading.ac.uk/question


DOCTORAL AND 
RESEARCHER 
COLLEGE
Our Doctoral and Researcher College is the hub of all doctoral 
activity at Reading – and at its heart is Old Whiteknights House, 
a dedicated building where our PhD students work, network, 
and receive training.
You’ll become part of a community of 
doctoral researchers that will champion 
your academic and social interests in a 
supportive environment. 

•	 Join. You’ll automatically become 
a member of the Doctoral and 
Researcher College when you join 
the University of Reading, whether 
you’re based here or off campus.

•	 Connect. You’ll be part of a thriving 
multidisciplinary and multicultural 
community in which to exchange 
ideas with fellow researchers 
and broaden your horizons. 
We organise a variety of social 
and networking events.

•	 Learn. Access a range of research 
and transferable skills training 
and personal development 
opportunities through the 
extensive Reading Researcher 
Development Programme (RRDP).

•	 Expert supervision. You’ll be 
matched with a supervisor who has 
experience in your area of research, 
as well as a second supervisor or small 
supervisory team. They’ll help you 
formulate your research and provide 
specialist support and feedback 
throughout your studies.

OLD WHITEKNIGHTS HOUSE
Located on Whiteknights campus, 
Old Whiteknights House is a 
modernised Victorian building with 
secure access 24 hours a day, study 
space for doctoral researchers, 
and areas to network and relax.
It is also home to our team of 
experienced support staff who 
deal exclusively with doctoral 
research matters.

SUPPORTIVE AND 
SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITY
We have a proven track record of 
supporting doctoral students in 
successfully completing their studies.

•	 99% of Reading PhD students 
who submit their thesis are awarded 
a doctorate.1

•	 97% of international postgraduate 
research respondents indicated 
they were satisfied with the support 
provided by the University of 
Reading Doctoral and Researcher 
College.2

1	 University of Reading Doctoral Examination Outcomes, averaged over a five-year period, 2019/20 to 2023/24. 
Figure rounded down from 99.2%.

2	 International Student Barometer, i-graduate, 2024. This is the most recent year in which the University 
participated in this survey.

Discover more about the 
Doctoral and Researcher College

DOCTORAL 
TRAINING
The Doctoral and Researcher College works in partnership 
with academic schools and departments to provide you with 
skills training to support your research and your future goals.
TRAINING AND EVENTS FOR 
DOCTORAL RESEARCHERS
Wherever your career ambitions 
lie, completing a doctorate will build 
wide-ranging transferable skills and 
experience to support your goals, 
including independent research, 
project management, problem solving, 
critical skills, adaptability and resilience. 
The Reading Researcher Development 
Programme (RRDP) offers over  
80 course titles per year, taught by 
a range of academic and specialist 
trainers, and longer programmes 
including academic writing, preparing 
to teach, and leadership. For the  
full range of training courses, visit  
our website. 
As a doctoral student at Reading, 
you will be invited to participate in 
various events that bring the doctoral 
community together. Our annual 
Doctoral Research Conference 
celebrates your achievements and 
is an excellent opportunity to network 
with fellow researchers, receive 
recognition from the academic 
community and raise awareness 
of your work. 

The annual Fairbrother Lecture 
is a public lecture presented by a 
doctoral researcher, and is a chance 
to showcase excellence in doctoral 
research at Reading to local audiences.
Our training and events support your 
abilities to engage non-specialists 
with your research.

“The Doctoral and Researcher 
College provides comprehensive 
support and resources to 
graduate students and early-
career researchers. With 
specialised training and 
development programmes, 
funding opportunities, and 
networking events, the College 
facilitates a dynamic academic 
community that helps doctoral 
researchers advance their 
research and grow professionally.”
Nikolaos, PhD researcher 
in the School of Chemistry, 
Food & Pharmacy
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GETTING IN TOUCH
If you have any questions about 
studying at the University of Reading, 
the best way to contact us is via our 
online enquiry form. 
Alternatively, call our Admissions Office 
on +44 (0) 118 378 5289 for advice on 
entry requirements and the application/
admissions process. 
For general enquiries about 
studying with us, you can also call 
the Global Recruitment Team on  
+44 (0) 118 378 3880 (UK students) 
 or +44 (0) 118 378 3838 
(international students).

SEMESTER DATES
Welcome for new students:  
starts 21 September 2026
Semester 1:  
28 September 2026 – 5 February 2027
Christmas break:  
21 December 2026 – 15 January 2027
Semester 2:  
8 February 2027 – 11 June 2027
Easter break:  
29 March 2027 – 16 April 2027

SAT NAV POSTCODES
Whiteknights campus: RG6 6UR 
London Road campus: RG1 5AQ
Greenlands campus: RG9 3AU

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The prospectus describes in outline 
the postgraduate programmes 
and services that the University 
anticipates offering in the 2026/27 
academic year. The University 
makes every effort to ensure that 
the information provided in the 
prospectus is accurate and up to date 
at the time of going to press (July 
2025). However, the prospectus does 
not set out all relevant information, 
and it may be necessary for the 
University to make some changes 
to the information presented in the 
prospectus following publication.
Prospective students are therefore 
advised and encouraged to review 
and familiarise themselves with 
the most up-to-date and more 
comprehensive information on the 
University’s website prior to applying 
to study at the University.
The current version of the terms 
and conditions is available on our 
website. These are reviewed and 
updated for each academic year, 
so the version that will apply if you 
accept an offer at the University 
may be different. It will be made 
available to you at the offer stage. 
The terms and conditions set out 
a range of important information, 
including, for example, when we 
might make changes to your 
programme, and your cancellation 
rights. You are advised to read these 
before making an application.
Our Student Protection Plan can 
be found here.

GRADUATE OUTCOMES 
SURVEY DATA
Our Graduate Outcomes Survey 
2022/23 results contain HESA Data: 
Copyright Jisc 2024. Figures have been 
rounded to the nearest whole number. 
Jisc cannot accept responsibility for any 
inferences or conclusions derived by 
third parties from its data. 

UNIVERSITY 
ACCOMMODATION 
INSURANCE
Basic contents insurance is included 
in our rent prices. The basic level of 
contents insurance covers items in 
your room for fire, theft and flood for 
the duration of your halls contract. 
You should check the insurance policy 
carefully to make sure it meets your 
needs – for example, bicycles are 
included, but only up to a certain value. 
The policy has several restrictions, 
such as your laptop not being covered 
when outside your room, but it can 
be extended and personalised – for 
example, to cover your bike or laptop 
and/or items anywhere in the UK.
Find more information on our website.

POSTGRADUATE  
FUNDING AVAILABLE
Discover master’s scholarships  
at Reading

Find PhD funding

CONNECT WITH US

 �theuniversityofreading | uniofreading.int 

 @uniofreading | @uniofreading_int

 University of Reading

 rdg.ac/chat

 weibo.com/readingchina

 reading.ac.uk/question

CREDITS
Produced by Carolyn Bull and 
colleagues across External Relations.
Designed by Creative & Print Studio 
(CPS), University of Reading.
Photography by University of Reading 
Special Collections, Owen Williams 
(CPS), UPP, Cecilia Schubert (CCAFS). 
We are grateful to the many people 
involved in the production of this 
prospectus and would particularly 
like to thank the students, staff and 
alumni profiled.

COPYRIGHT AND TRADE MARKS  
© University of Reading, 2025.
The University of Reading name 
and logo are registered trade marks. 
All rights reserved.

Our prospectus is fully recyclable 
and printed on FSC® certified, 100% 
recycled, carbon-balanced paper, 
using sustainable vegetable-based 
inks. Printed by Sterling Press Limited.
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Book a one-to-
one virtual chat

Top 200 in the world and top 30 in the UK 
QS World University Rankings 2026

WHAT ARE THE STRIPES? 

https://rdg.ac/pg-events
https://rdg.ac/pg-events
https://rdg.ac/stripes
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