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Brief history of soil at Reading

 Soil taughtin agriculture over 100 years ago

» Department of Soil Science est.in 1964, Walter
Russell HoD until 1970

» Purpose built building openin 1995

» Soil Research Centre est.in 2010 as a University
wide research centre




Wh O We a re @ Unlver5|tyof

Reading

e Over 40 Academic & Research Staff

e QOver40 PhD Students

e Four Schools:
« Archaeology, Geography & Environmental Science
 Agriculture, Policy & Development
« Maths & Physical Sciences
 Biological Sciences

Soil & Food Security
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To be a world-class centre for soil research that advances knowledge,
policy and practice

Increase our research power and critical mass by facilitating
cooperative and collaborative research activity across the
University and with external institutions

Deliver world-class cross-disciplinary soil research for secure and
sustainable societies

Build and strengthen partnerships with research users to advance
policy and practice
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We're interested in working with you

University The real' world

|‘_‘ - )
Source: blog.plos.org Source: theguardlan com

Research Impact
Doing useful research that makes a difference
to ‘real’ people, their lives and livelihoods
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Loddon Catchment Observatory: =

Lowland Case-Study
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Research Themes

Soil & Built

Soil & Food
Security

Soil & Climate

Environment

Soil & The Past

Novel Tools & Technologies
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Link with wider Centres of Excellence

Walker Centre for Sustainability
Institute for Food Security in the Built
Climate Environment

Soil Research Centre
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Unlver5|tyof
@Rea ding
Funding Landscape

Basic & strategicscience ‘ Research Translation ‘ Competitive R&D
| |

Technology Strategy Board

UK Research Councils

[ Responsive Mode/Discovery science ]

BBSRC & NERC
Research & Innovation Clubs
SARIC, CIRC, HAPI, ARC

Defra
GERC & BBSRC Strategic Sustainable Intensification Platform }
Research Programmes
BESS
Valuing Nature
Insect Pollinators Initiative
UK drought & water scarcity

Soil Security T
GFS-SARISA Agri-fec
Agri-Tech Catalyst

....and others ! )
Centres for Agri-Innovation

Technology Strategy Board
Sustainable Agri-Food Innovation Platform
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Share some of our research highlights with you

Hear from you about your priorities, needs and how we
can work together

Celebrate the start of International Year of Soils 2015
SRC Annual Lecture, Robin Oliver, Syngenta
Reception sponsored by British Society of Soil Science
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