
Research Development Fund (RDF, formerly known as RETF)  
Open Call: Frequently Asked Ques�ons (2024)  
 

1. Can I make use of research assistants through Campus Jobs? 
Campus Jobs can be used for very short-term assistance requiring general, non-specialist skills. 
Campus Jobs should not be used for post-doc level work. Applicants are encouraged to avoid 
the use of frac�onal contracts for post-doctoral research staff employed on grants. Applicants 
are asked to ensure that development of research assistants is considered in the proposal.  

2. Which category should I use to include research assistants in my applica�on?  
You should use the 'salary support' category.  

3. Should I include detailed breakdown of cos�ngs in the applica�on form?  
Yes, all costs are expected to be covered by RDF funding should be included in the 'Ac�vity 
Descrip�on' field of the form. 

4. Can I include costs for par�cipant incen�ves in my applica�on?  
Yes. Par�cipant based research projects can include cost of incen�ves for the public, such as 
vouchers.  

5. Can I ask for funding for researchers at another organisa�on?  
No, funding is only provided for UoR staff. 

6. What costs should I include in the applica�on?  
All costs needed for the project should be included in the applica�on. Funding can be used for 
specialist equipment, consumables, travel and subsistence, provided they are project specific 
and not able to be obtained from any other source (e.g. School or Research infrastructure 
fund). We will not normally provide funding for standard, non-specialist items such as laptops.  

7. Can I leave the form part way through comple�ng the informa�on?  
Yes. The informa�on entered will remain un�l the form is submited. Applicants can therefore 
complete sec�ons of the form at different �mes before submi�ng.  

8. Are the costs associated with fieldwork (such as accommoda�on, subsistence, etc.) eligible for 
the RDF open call?  
Yes. Travel, accommoda�on, and subsistence costs are eligible as part of a project. 

9. Would bench fees of externally funded PhD students be eligible costs?  
No, bench fees are not eligible costs.  

10. What is the word limit for RDF project proposal descrip�ons?  
Project proposal descrip�ons should have a maximum length of 500 words.  

11. Should I cost my teaching buy-out at the sessional rate, or is it expected that staff would bid 
for a new-hire replacement?  
The PI should propose the best way to fund the project work, which can include buy-out or 
salary support for replacement. The PI should note the funding limits of the scheme, the total 
of funding needs to complete the project and the funding criteria. It is expected that PIs will 
discuss different op�ons with the Head of School to ensure the proposed op�on is viable 
within the school context.  

12. Is it possible for a team with members from different divisions/schools to apply for this 
funding? 
Yes. Applica�ons from teams, including cross-division/theme, are welcomed. The applica�on 
will require a member of the team to be iden�fied as the lead applicant.  

13. As part of the future development my project I will need to network with specific stakeholders, 
can I request money for travel and catering?  



Yes, travel and events (including catering) are eligible costs in this scheme, provided these take 
place during the period of the funded project.  

14. Where can I get help with cos�ngs?  
Colleagues in Research Services can provide help in genera�ng the cos�ngs. Contact 
researchfunding@reading.ac.uk.  

15. If successful, when will the funding be released?  
The call provides indica�on of when funding decisions are made by UCRI. Funding is typically 
released shortly a�er decisions have been made.  

16. Do projects need to start at the beginning of a financial year?  
No. Projects can start at any �me within the financial year. Applicants should note that funding 
can be spread through up to 2 financial years. 

17. Does the 500 words limit for the project summary also include the references, as well?  
The 500-word limit includes all text entered in the form.  

18. Can consumables costs be requested as part my applica�on?  
Yes, consumables can be costed as part of an applica�on.  

19. If my project requires the use of infrastructure in CAF, what hourly rates should I use in my 
applica�on?  
UKRI CAF rates should be used.  

20. Can leters of support be added to the applica�on?  
No. Support from stakeholders or others can be men�oned in the text but addi�onal 
documenta�on is not required.  

21. Can funding for Open Access publishing be requested and where would it be included?  
Open Access publishing can be costed into the applica�on only when these costs cannot be 
met via other available funding sources.  

22. What are the 'on costs' and must they be included?  
The 'on costs' include the costs associated with the employers NI and pension contribu�ons. 
These must be included in the staff total costs. 

23. If I have external matched funding, will those funds have to come to a Reading account, or can 
they be administered separately?  
When there is matched funding, the overall funding for the project will not be consolidated 
through a single account. Instead, a code will be made available for the RDF propor�on of the 
funding. If external match funding is provided by a company, then this would come into the 
University, and we would have an agreement with the company for this.  

24. I already have some funding for my project. Do I have to provide details in my applica�on?  
You need to provide details of the level of matched funding and the source of the funding (see 
Ques�on 17). In the project descrip�on, please explain how RDF funding will complement 
matched funding to deliver the project.  

25. How much academic �me can I assign to this project?  
You cannot include academic �me in this scheme. What you can include is teaching 
replacement as buy-out for academic staff to complete the project.  

26. Where should I include informa�on for co-applicants?  
Informa�on for co-applicants should be included in Qs 12 and 13.  

27. Are fixed term staff eligible to apply to this scheme?  
Yes. The scheme is open to all academic staff on T&R or RI contracts, whether they are fixed 
term or permanent staff. For fixed term staff, the end date of the project should be before the 
end of the fixed term period. In 2024, the Open Call is restricted to Mid-Career researchers 
only. 



28. If I have no matched funding or in-kind contribu�on, where should I explain the reasons for 
this?  
This should be addressed in the text box under ques�on 17.  

29. Will I receive a confirma�on email of my submission? 
Yes 


