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Sub-Committee for Biological Safety 
Membership and Terms of Reference
	Members

	Chair
	
	J. M. Dunwell 

	Ex- Officio 

	
	Director, Health and Safety Services 
	J. Mcgrother 

	
	Scientific Safety Advisor (Biological Safety Officer), Health and Safety Services
	Jonathan Ridgeon

	
	Director, Technical Services
	K. Henderson

	A member of University staff from a non-biological discipline

	
	
	vacant

	Specialist Academic Members

	
	
	I. Jones

	
	
	C. Hughes

	
	
	S. Allman

	
	
	K. Karatzas

	Health & Safety Co-ordinators

	
	School of Biological Sciences 
	S. Feist 

	
	School of Chemistry, Food and Pharmacy 
	Steve Ablett

	
	School of Agriculture, Policy and Development 
	R. Hunter

	

	Secretary
	Team Administrator, Health & Safety Services 
	A.Mieleszko

	

	In attendance

	
	Assistant Health & Safety Advisor
	M. Bishop


	Terms of Reference

	Membership: The SCBS should be chaired by a senior academic who is sufficiently and suitably trained and experienced in the use of biological agents and the use of genetic modifications in scientific research. Members should include the Director of H&SS, the Scientific Safety Advisor, (and the Biological Safety Officer, if different from the SSA), a member of University staff from a non-biological discipline, four specialist academic members with knowledge and experience of biological research, and the Health & Safety Co-ordinators from relevant Schools. The Secretary should be the H&SS Team Administrator (unless an alternative Secretary is nominated by the Director of H&SS). 

	Quorum: The SCBS should be considered quorate if the following people are present: the Chair or an alternate he/she has designated, the HSSD or SSA, one additional specialist member and two HSCo-ords.

	Frequency: The SCBS will meet once per term and submit a summary report to the University Health, Safety and Wellbeing Committee.

	Purpose: The SCBS monitors and advises on biological research activities, particularly with reference to the Genetically Modified Organism (Contained Use) Regulations 2014 and Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002. The SCBS acts as the GM approval committee of the University. The SCBS also advises the SSA in their function as the Biological Safety Officer and performs the following functions:  

	1
	As specified in the University’s Safety Codes of Practice on biological safety and genetically modified organisms (GMO), review and approve applications to undertake research work involving the use of biological materials, biological agents, or genetic modification, whether in contained use or deliberate release activities. Principal Investigators or a member of their research team will be invited to attend committee meetings to field questions from the committee in relation to risk assessments submitted to the committee for approval.

	2
	Advise and require that changes be made to proposed activities where the Committee considers it appropriate and makes it a condition for approval.

	3
	Receive, consider, and advise on reports and information provided by Enforcement Agencies or their inspectors.

	4
	Consider formal reports submitted by members of the University where appropriate. 

	5
	Monitor the fitness for purpose and effectiveness of the University's health and safety management plan and procedures for genetic modification and biological safety. 

	6
	Consider and advise on genetic modification and biosafety training and keep them under review. 

	7
	Consider reports and statistics relating to incidents, work-related ill health and dangerous occurrences involving either genetically modified organisms or biological agents and materials and recommend remedial action where appropriate. 

	8
	Cooperate with University governance i.e. University Research Ethics Committee on projects involving ethical, human tissue act and other such approvals. 

	

	The SCBS has the authority to:

	10
	Stop work or require changes to be made to projects or facilities where there may be a breach of health & safety legislation or it is deemed dangerous to people or the environment.
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