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Why are we doing this?

The University owns or controls approximately 4,000 acres
of land. Much of it is farmed, let or used for academic
research.

Nevertheless, where land has been identified for disposal,
we seek to ensure that the University’s disposal assets are
protected and sold for the best value.

Aim/Approach:

Where land identified for disposal has development potential,
the University will look to secure planning permission which has
a significant uplift in value when compared with its existing use
value (without planning permission).

Objectives:

*  Promotion through planning: Make representations to
draft National and Local Planning Policy and submit sites to
be considered by local authorities.

* Increase development potential: Conduct feasibility
studies on land identified for disposal and recommend a
strategy for disposal.

- Sell at an enhanced value: Dispose of the land at
significantly higher value.

Evidence and Insights

- A site known as ‘the land east and west, Hyde End Road’
has been identified for disposal.

* Through the longstanding efforts of the department, this
land has been adopted by the local authority as an
‘Allocated Housing Site'.

« Totalling approx. 26 acres of farmland it had an approximate
value of £300,000/ £350,000 prior to planning consent.
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Key Actions/Timeline

Stage 1 — Site identified for disposal- 2024
« A known national housebuilder approaches the University
with an offer to purchase, subject to planning.

« The offer made represents a significant uplift when
compared to the Existing Use Value.

Stage 2 — Conditional sale contract exchanged
* An application for 183 residential units was submitted.

*  Engagement with local residents, stakeholders and the
local authority planning department ensues.

Stage 3 — Planning application submitted

* The local authority approve the application under a
‘Resolution to Grant'.

Outcome/Benefits

- Research and academic investment: The significant
uplift in value (circa. 40 times the Existing Use Value)
allows a much greater sum to be reinvested in University
research and associated academic activities.

* Housing provision: A significant contribution of private
and affordable new homes to meet local demand.

- Delivering wide ranging community benefits: Including
wildlife habitat, storm water flood alleviation, sports
pitches, public open space, NHS and education
contributions, highway improvements, new allotments and

further publicly accessible areas.
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