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Mark Casson: Curriculum Vitae 

Present employment 

Professor of Economics, Department of Economics and Henley Business School, 
University of Reading 

Career 

Born 1945 

University of Bristol 1963-6 

University of Cambridge 1966-69 

Lecturer in Economics, University of Reading, 1969-77 

Reader in Economics, University of Reading, 1977-81 

Professor of Economics, University of Reading, 1981 – date 

Director of the Centre for Economic Institutions and Business History, University of 
Reading, 2000- date.  

Other appointments 

Visiting Professor of International Business: University of Leeds, 1998-1991 

Visiting Professor of Management, Queen Mary, University of London 2004-9 

Visiting Professor of Management, University of York, 2009-2012 

Visiting Research fellow, University of Lancaster, 2009-2014 

Professional service - external 

Fellow of the British Academy (Economics and Economic History; Management and 
Business Studies) 2017 – date 

FBA Chief assessor for Small Research Grants in Economics and Business Studies, 
2018-21 

Fellow of the Academy of International Business (AIB) 1982 – date 

Member of Council, Royal Economic Society, 1985-90 

President of the Association of Business Historians, 2009-11 

Founder member of the Royal Statistical Society History Committee 2015 - date 

Member of the Arts Scholars  Guild and Freeman of the City of London, 2013 - date 

Member, UK Passenger Demand Forecasting Council 2010-2023 
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Professional service - internal 

Head of Department of Economics 1987-94. 

Introduced a suite of eight MA programmes which enrolled c.200 students annually by 
1994.  

Established the Centre of Economic Institutions and Business History in 2000. 

Developed and now teach a doctoral / post-doctoral course on the ‘Economics of 
international business’, open to scholars world-wide, established c. 2013 by the Henley 
Business School and funded in memory of John Dunning and Alan Rugman, leading 
scholars in the Department of Economics and Henley Business School respectively.  

Listings 

Who’s Who 

World Who’s Who  

Who’s Who in Economics: A Biographical Dictionary of Major Economists, 1700-1986 
(ed. Mark Blaug) 

Major grants received 

1987-1990. ESRC £76,460 (with J.A. Cantwell, J.H. Dunning and R.D. Pearce) ‘Global 
research strategy and international competitiveness’ 

1991-1994. ESRC, £91,230. ‘Economic aspects of human resource management in 
large multinational enterprises’. 

2002-2005 ESRC £88,140. Evolution of the British railway network, 1825-1914. 

2002-2010 Established the university-backed Reading Business Group, with its own 
secretariat, in which academic staff, under my leadership, carried out multiple research 
projects for the Department of Trade and Industry. The total contract value exceeded 
£300,000 and yielded a top-rated impact study for the 2014 REF. 

Teaching 

I have taught a wide variety of courses.  

Undergraduate: Principles of economics;Mathematical economics; Econometric 
theory; Macroeconomic theory; Industrial economics; Economic history. 

Postgraduate: Theory of international business. Entrepreneurship – theory and practice. 

Publications classified by type and listed in reverse order by date 

Books  
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Casson, M. (2024) Entrepreneurship and the Market Economy: A New 
Perspective. Edward Elgar, Cheltenham, pp. 324. ISBN 9781035341535 

Casson, M. and Lee, J. S., eds. (2024) Medieval Statistics: Accounting, Record-keeping 
and Financial Management 1066-1525. Palgrave Studies in the History of Finance. 
Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. pp. 220. ISBN 9783031697296  

Casson, M. and Casson, C. (2023) Property, power and the growth of towns: enterprise 
and urban development, 1100-1500. Routledge Explorations in Economic History. 
Abingdon: Routledge. pp.292. ISBN 9781032000923 

Casson, M.  (2023) Global business: past, present and future. Cheltenham: Edward 
Elgar. pp. 339 ISBN 9781035308033 

Casson, C., Casson, M., Lee, J. and Phillips, K. (2020) Business and Community in 
Medieval England: The Cambridge Hundred Rolls Source Volume. Bristol: Bristol 
University Press. pp. 266. ISBN 9781529209730 

Casson, C., Casson, M., Lee, J. and Phillips, K. (2020) Compassionate Capitalism: 
Business and Community in Medieval England. Bristol: Bristol University Press. pp. 400. 
ISBN 9781529209259 

Casson, M. (2018) The Multinational Enterprise: Theory and History. Cheltenham: 
Edward Elgar. pp. 355. ISBN 9781788110051 

Casson, M. (2016) The Theory of International Business: Economic Models and 
Methods. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. pp. 171. ISBN 9783319322964 

Casson, M. and Hashimzade, N., eds. (2013) Large Databases in Economic History: 
Research Methods and Case Studies. Routledge Explorations in Economic History. 
Abingdon: Routledge. pp. 278. ISBN 978015820684 

Casson, M. and Casson, C. (2013) The Entrepreneur in History: From medieval 
Merchant to Modern Business Leader. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan pp. 120. ISBN 
9781137305817 

Casson, M. and Casson, C., eds. (2013) History of Entrepreneurship: Innovation and 
Risk-taking, 1200-2000.  Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. pp. 1608. (reference work) ISBN 
9781781955239 

Casson, M., ed. (2011) Markets and Market Institutions: Their Origin and 
Evolution.  Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. pp. 752. (reference work) ISBN 9781849803892 

Casson, M.  (2010) Entrepreneurship: Theory, Networks, History.  Cheltenham: Edward 
Elgar pp. 400. ISBN 9781849800396 

https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/118379/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/118379/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/120452/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/120452/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114928/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114928/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114927/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90006247.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/90154/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/90154/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90006247.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/90153/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/90153/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/75721/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/67437/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/67437/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002394.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/32392/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/32392/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/32394/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/32394/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/32393/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/32393/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/20485/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/20485/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/17662/
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Buckley, P. J. and  Casson, M. (2010) The Multinational Enterprise Revisited: The 
Essential Buckley and Casson. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. pp. 311. ISBN 
9780230515994 

Casson, M.  (2009)  The World’s First Railway System: Enterprise, Competition and 
Regulation on the Railway Network in Victorian Britain. Oxford,  Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, pp. 523. ISBN 9780199213979 

Casson, M. and Della Giusta, M. (2008) (eds.) The Economics of Networks. Cheltenham: 
Edward Elgar. (reference work) ISBN 9781847203656 

Casson, M., Yeung, B., Basu, A. and Wadeson, N., eds. (2006) The Oxford Handbook of 
Entrepreneurship. OUP, Oxford, pp. 790. (reference work) ISBN 9780199288984  

Casson, M. (2000) Enterprise and Leadership: Studies on Firms, Markets and Networks, 
Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 290. ISBN1840643544 

Casson, M. (2000) Economics of International Business: A New Research Agenda. 
Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. pp. 316.  

Casson, M. and Godley, A.C. (eds.) (2000) Cultural Factors in Economic Growth. Berlin: 
Springer. pp. 200. 

Carter, M., Casson, M. and Suneja, V. (eds.) (1998) Economics of Marketing. 
Cheltenham: Edward Elgar (reference work) 

Casson, M. (1997) Information and Organization, Oxford: Oxford University Press. Pp. 
314.  ISBN 0198292325 

Casson, M. and M. Rose (1997) Institutions and the Evolution of Modern Business, 
London: Frank Cass. pp. 184. 

Casson, M. (1996) The Theory of the Firm. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. pp. 739. 
(reference work) 

Casson, M. (1995) Entrepreneurship and Business Culture. Aldershot: Edward Elgar. pp. 
283. 

Casson, M. (1995) The Organization of International Business. Aldershot: Edward Elgar. 
pp. 209. 

Casson, M. (1995) Enterprise and Competitiveness: A Systems View of International 
Business, Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 229.  

Casson, M. and Creedy, J. (eds.) (1993) Industrial Concentration and Economic 
Inequality: Essays in honour of Peter Hart, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

Casson, M. (ed.) (1992) International Business and Global Integration: Empirical 
Studies. pp. 271. London: Macmillan.  

https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/17657/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/17657/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/19868/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/19868/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001420.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/68020/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002190.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/21061/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/21061/
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Buckley, P.J. and Casson, M. (eds.) (1992) Multinational Enterprises in the World 
Economy: Essays in honour of John Dunning, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

Casson, M. (1991) Economics of Business Culture: Game theory, Transaction Costs and 
Economic Performance. Oxford: Clarendon Press.  pp. 286. 

Casson, M., Loveridge, R. and Singh, S. (1991) Global Research Strategy and 
International Competitiveness, Oxford: Blackwell. 

Casson, M. (1990) Enterprise and Competitiveness, Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 
192. 

Casson, M. (1990) Entrepreneurship and Business Culture: Studies in the Economics of 
Trust, Vol. 1. pp. 283. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

Casson, M. (1990) Organization of International Business: Studies in the Economics of 
Trust, Vol. 2. pp. 209.Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.  

Casson, M. (ed.) (1990) Multinational Corporations, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 609. 
1852781920 (reference work) 

Casson, M. (ed.) (1990) Entrepreneurship, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 610. 
(reference work) 

Casson, M. (1990) Culture, Social Norms and Economics. 2 vols. Cheltenham: Edward 
Elgar, pp. 1100. (reference work)  

Casson, M. (1987) The Firm and the Market: Studies in Multinational Enterprise and the 
Scope of the Firm, Oxford: Blackwell and Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press. pp. 283. 

Casson, M. and associates (1986) Multinationals and World Trade: Vertical Integration 
and the Division of Labour in World Industries, London: Allen and Unwin. pp. 401. 

Buckley, P.J. and Casson, M. (1985) The Economic Theory of the Multinational 
Enterprise: Selected Papers, London: Macmillan. pp. 235. 

Casson, M. (ed.) (1983) The Growth of International Business, London: Allen & Unwin. 
pp. 276.  

Casson, M. (ed.) (1983) Economics of Unemployment: An Historical Perspective, 
Oxford: Blackwell, and Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. pp. 298.  

Casson, M. (1982) The Entrepreneur: An Economic Theory, Oxford: Martin Robertson. 
pp. 418. (2nd. ed. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 2003) 

Casson, M. (1981) Unemployment: A Disequilibrium Approach, Oxford: Martin 
Robertson. pp. 263. 

Casson, M. (1979) Youth Unemployment, London: Macmillan. pp. 120pp. 
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Casson, M. (1979) Alternatives to the Multinational Enterprise, London: Macmillan pp. 
120. 

Buckley, P.J. and Casson, M. (1976) The Future of the Multinational Enterprise, London: 
Macmillan, pp. 116. ISBN 0333194764 [25th anniversary edition, 2001] 

Papers 

Casson, C. and Casson, M.  (2024) Institutional factors influencing productivity in 
medieval England: a case study of tin, lead and silver mining. The Manchester School, 
92 (4). pp. 383-396. ISSN 1467-9957 doi: 10.1111/manc.12472 

Casson, M. and Wadeson, N.  (2024) Cross-investments by multinationals: a new 
perspective. Global Strategy Journal, 14 (2). pp. 279-311. ISSN 2042-5805 
doi: 10.1002/gsj.1499 

Casson, M.  and Li, Y. (2022) Complexity in international business: the implications for 
theory. Journal of International Business Studies, 53 (9). pp. 2037-2049. ISSN 1478-6990 
doi: 10.1057/s41267-021-00495-2 

Casson, M.  (2022) Extending internalization theory: integrating international business 
strategy with international management. Global Strategy Journal, 12 (4). pp. 632-657. 
ISSN 2042-5805 doi: 10.1002/gsj.1450 

Casson, M.  (2021) International business policy in an age of political 
turbulence. Journal of World Business, 56 (6). 101263. ISSN 1090-9516 
doi: 10.1016/j.jwb.2021.101263 

Buckley, P. J. and Casson, M.  (2021) Thirty years of International Business Review and 
International Business Research. International Business Review, 30 (2). 101795. ISSN 
0969-5931 doi: 10.1016/j.ibusrev.2021.101795 

Casson, M.  (2021) Public service or private profit? British railway policy 1825-
2020. Journal of the Railway and Canal Historical Society, 40 (4). pp. 198-214. ISSN 
0033-8834 

Buckley, P. J. and Casson, M.  (2021) Multinational enterprises and international cartels: 
the strategic implications of de-globalisation. Management and Organization Review, 17 
(5). pp. 968-988. ISSN 1740-8784 doi: 10.1017/mor.2021.42 

Casson, M.  (2020) International rivalry and global business leadership: an historical 
perspective. Multinational Business Review, 28 (4). pp. 429-446. ISSN 1525-383X 
doi: 10.1108/MBR-06-2020-0128 

Buckley, P. J. and Casson, M.  (2020) The internationalization theory of the multinational 
enterprise: past, present and future. British Journal of Management, 31 (2). pp. 239-252. 
ISSN 1467-8551 doi: 10.1111/1467-8551.12344 

https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114929/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114929/
https://doi.org/10.1111/manc.12472
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002190.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114092/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/114092/
https://doi.org/10.1002/gsj.1499
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90009583.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/101449/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/101449/
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41267-021-00495-2
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/105574/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/105574/
https://doi.org/10.1002/gsj.1450
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/101179/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/101179/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2021.101263
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/100338/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/100338/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2021.101795
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/102224/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/102224/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/98055/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/98055/
https://doi.org/10.1017/mor.2021.42
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/91046/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/91046/
https://doi.org/10.1108/MBR-06-2020-0128
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/81900/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/81900/
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8551.12344
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Casson, M. , Jones, G. and da Silva Lopes, T. (2019) Organizational innovation in the 
multinational enterprise: internalization theory and business history. Journal of 
International Business Studies, 50 (8). pp. 1338-1358. ISSN 1478-6990 
doi: 10.1057/s41267-018-0156-6 

Buckley, P. and Casson, M.  (2019) Decision-making in international business. Journal of 
International Business Studies, 50 (8). pp. 1424-1439. ISSN 1478-6990 
doi: 10.1057/s41267-019-00244-6 

Casson, C. and Casson, M.  (2019) Property rents in medieval English towns: Hull in the 
fourteenth century. Urban History, 46 (3). pp. 374-397. ISSN 1469-8706 
doi: 10.1017/S096392681800041X 

Casson, C. and Casson, M.  (2019) “To dispose of wealth in works of charity”: 
entrepreneurship and philanthropy in Medieval England. Business History Review, 93 
(3). pp. 473-502. ISSN 2044-768X doi: 10.1017/S0007680519000874 

Casson, M.  and Wadeson, N.  (2018) Emerging market multinationals and 
internalisation theory. International Business Review, 27 (6). pp. 1150-1160. ISSN 0969-
5931 doi: 10.1016/j.ibusrev.2018.04.006 

Casson, M. (2018) The theory of international business: the role of economic 
models. Management International Review, 58 (3). pp. 363-387. ISSN 1861-8901 
doi: 10.1007/s11575-018-0342-6 

Casson, M., Porter, L. and Wadeson, N.  (2016) Internalization theory: an unfinished 
agenda. International Business Review, 25 (6). pp. 1223-1234. ISSN 0969-5931 
doi: 10.1016/j.ibusrev.2016.03.007 

Casson, M.  (2016) Alan Rugman’s methodology. International Business Review, 25 (3). 
pp. 758-766. ISSN 0969-5931 doi: 10.1016/j.ibusrev.2016.01.015 

Casson, C. and Casson, M.  (2016) Location, location, location? Analysing property 
rents in medieval Gloucester. Economic History Review, 69 (2). pp. 575-599. ISSN 1468-
0289 doi: 10.1111/ehr.12117 

Godley, A. C.  and Casson, M. C.  (2015) 'Doctor, Doctor...' entrepreneurial diagnosis and 
market making. Journal of Institutional Economics, 11 (3). pp. 601-621. ISSN 1744-1374 
doi: 10.1017/S1744137414000162 

Casson, M.  (2014) Coase and international business: the origin and development of 
internalisation theory. Managerial and Decision Economics, 36 (1). pp. 55-66. ISSN 
1099-1468 doi: 10.1002/mde.2706 

Casson, M.  and Park, Y. S. (2014) Government intervention or entrepreneurial profit? 
Explaining innovation in the Korean online gaming industry. Industry and Innovation, 21 
(7-8). pp. 615-632. ISSN 1366-2716 doi: 10.1080/13662716.2014.992268 

https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/77800/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/77800/
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41267-018-0156-6
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/83283/
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41267-019-00244-6
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/78564/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/78564/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S096392681800041X
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/81898/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/81898/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680519000874
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002190.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/76911/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/76911/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2018.04.006
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/75720/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/75720/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11575-018-0342-6
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002190.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/61847/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/61847/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2016.03.007
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/54860/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2016.01.015
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/49601/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/49601/
https://doi.org/10.1111/ehr.12117
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001765.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/36690/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/36690/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744137414000162
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/38244/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/38244/
https://doi.org/10.1002/mde.2706
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90003806.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/39845/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/39845/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13662716.2014.992268
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Casson, M.  (2014) The economic theory of the firm as a foundation for international 
business theory. Multinational Business Review, 22 (3). pp. 205-226. ISSN 1525-383X 
doi: 10.1108/MBR-06-2014-0024 

Casson, M.  and Casson, C. (2014) The history of entrepreneurship: Medieval origins of a 
modern phenomenon. Business History, 56 (8). pp. 1223-1242. ISSN 1743-7938 
doi: 10.1080/00076791.2013.867330 

Casson, M.  (2014) Entrepreneurship: a personal view. International Journal of the 
Economics of Business, 21 (1). pp. 7-13. ISSN 1466-1829 
doi: 10.1080/13571516.2013.864115 

Casson, M. , Hutzschenreuter, T., Kleindienst, I., Groene, F. and Verbeke, 
A. (2014) Corporate strategic responses to foreign entry: insights from prospect 
theory. Multinational Business Review, 22 (3). pp. 294-323. ISSN 1525-383X 
doi: 10.1108/MBR-06-2014-0026 

Casson, M. and Wadeson, N. (2013) The economic theory of international supply 
chains: a systems view. International Journal of the Economics of Business, 20 (2). pp. 
163-186. ISSN 1466-1829 doi: 10.1080/13571516.2013.783514 

Casson, M.  (2013) Economic analysis of international supply chains: an internalization 
perspective. Journal of Supply Chain Management, 49 (2). pp. 8-13. ISSN 1745-493X 
doi: 10.1111/jscm.12009 

Casson, M.  (2013) The determinants of local population growth: a study of Oxfordshire 
in the nineteenth century. Explorations in Economic History, 50 (1). pp. 28-45. ISSN 
0014-4983 doi: 10.1016/j.eeh.2012.09.003 

Casson, M.  and Lopes, T. d. S. (2013) Foreign direct investment in high-risk 
environments: an historical perspective. Business History, 55 (3). pp. 375-404. ISSN 
1743-7938 doi: 10.1080/00076791.2013.771343 

Haggerty, J., Casson, M. C. , Haggerty, S. and Taylor, M. J. (2012) A framework for the 
forensic analysis of user interaction with social media. International Journal of Digital 
Crime and Forensics, 4 (4). pp. 15-30. ISSN 1941-6229 doi: 10.4018/jdcf.2012100102 

Lopes, T. d. S. and Casson, M.  (2012) Brand protection and the globalization of British 
business. Business History Review, 86 (2). pp. 287-310. ISSN 2044-768X 
doi: 10.1017/S0007680512000414 

Casson, M.  and Wadeson, N.  (2012) The economic theory of international business: a 
supply chain perspective. Multinational Business Review, 20 (2). pp. 114-134. ISSN 
1525-383X doi: 10.1108/15253831211238203 

https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/38249/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/38249/
https://doi.org/10.1108/MBR-06-2014-0024
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/36728/
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/36728/
https://doi.org/10.1080/00076791.2013.867330
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
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volumes with an introduction.  

Casson, M. (ed.) (2000) The Evolution of International Business. (London: Routledge): 7 
volumes with an introduction (London: Routledge).  

Casson, M. (ed.) (2000) The Hegemony of International Business. (London: Routledge)  7 
volumes  with an introduction. 

Casson, M. (ed.) (1999) The Railway Revolution (London: Thoemmes Press) 7 volumes 
with an introduction. 

Casson, M. (1998) International Competitiveness (London: Thoemmes Press) 7 volumes 

Globalisation of the World Economy reference series.  

Twenty-six books were published in this series, including some multi-volume books. 
Each volume was edited by an expert or a team of experts. The series was completed in 
2020. Fifteen volumes remain in print.  

For details of individual volumes see the publisher’s website: 

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/book-series/economics-and-finance/the-
globalization-of-the-world-economy-
series.html?p=3&srsltid=AfmBOoq_H8mrsxyMbKzPhlnTadxTFEPu9kF1NPp2ZFhU8c3N
1pxZkKy9 

Handbooks of Research Methods and Applications in the Social Sciences  

This series is also published by Edward Elgar.  

Eighteen books have been published so far, and the series continues to grow. The 
current range of topics is: Urban economics; Empirical finance; Entrepreneurship and 
small business; Spatially integrated social science; Social capital; Transport economics 
and policy; Happiness  and quality of life; Heterodox economics; Political science; 
Empirical macroeconomics; Economic geography; Experimental economics; 
Comparative policy analysis; Mobilities; Social movements; Macroeconomic 
forecasting.  

 See: https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/book-series/research-methods/handbooks-
of-research-methods-and-applications-series.html 

Consultancy 

European Commission (Brussels) 

Report on Youth Unemployment in Europe funded by the European Commission 1976-8.   
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An economic study based on official statistics held by the EEC statistical office. An 
edited version was published as Youth Unemployment (1979) (see above). The study 
was made in response to widespread concern across developed countries about 
increasing levels of unemployment amongst unskilled young people. The report 
addressed, amongst other things, the impact of post-war technological changes and 
the importance of high levels of literacy and numeracy amongst school-leavers. It was 
one of several studies that emphasised the links between science, education, 
employability and economic growth, in contrasts to the views of some mainstream 
economists who simply advocated the abolition of the minimum wage. 

Unites Nations Trade and Development 1987-2000 

Advice to developing countries on the choice of contractual arrangements for 
international trade and investment  

The ‘Reading School of International Business’ had a significant impact on political 
thinking about international trade policy in the 1980s and 1990s. It played a major role 
in promoting not only foreign direct investment and trade liberalisation, but also 
international joint ventures and international subcontracting. John Dunning, my head of 
department from when I joined in 1969 to when he moved to Rutgers in 1987, was very 
influential in the UN. After he moved to Rutgers in the US in 1987 UNCTAD began to 
draw on the skills of the other members of the ‘Reading school’. I succeeded  him as 
Head of Department and began to consult, pro bono, for the UN’s Geneva office. I 
contributed to the drafting of the annual reports, and on one occasion had the 
opportunity to address an international congress on the benefits and costs of 
international subcontracting.      

Impact of government support on UK productivity growth.  

A series of studies was carried out for the Department of Trade and Industry 1998-2009, 
involving multiple directorates. One study also involved the Foreign Office, another the 
Treasury and another the Ministry of Defence 

I was first approached by the DTI as a result of a paper I presented at a conference on 
industrial economics held at Nottingham University in 1998 which was attended by 
economists from the DTI.  The first study, carried out by me personally, proposed a novel  
method of evaluation, as set out in An Evaluation of the Sector Sponsorship Activities of 
the Engineering  Industries Directorate in the Department of Trade and Industry, HMSO, 
2001, ISBN 0115154944.  Most of the subsequent studies were organised through the 
University of Reading Business Group, which I chaired, and involved up to eight 
academic staff and a salaried administrator. 

The principal findings of the other studies may be summarised as follows.  
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Using the methodology mentioned above, a five-year rolling study  of the Export Explorer 
scheme, which offered subsidised sales visits to European markets by UK SMEs (drawn 
principally from low-growth regions) showed that it provided value for money, because 
the experience gained by a participating firm impacted their performance and generated 
local spill-over effects. The local knowledge of overseas consulates was crucial in 
facilitating the scheme. These findings were sufficient to forestall Treasury plans to cut 
funding for the scheme. The final report was  Casson, M., Burke, S., Pavelin, 
S., Pemberton, J., Porter, L. and Wadeson, N. , (2007) Report on the evaluation of UK 
sector support strategies. 

A study of the restructuring of the defence aerospace industry showed that 
restructuring was impaired by three-way conflict and distrust between the UK, US and 
French governments over patent rights for cutting-edge technologies. The second-best 
solution was to bundle related patents into proprietary packages and allocate these to 
national champion firms (BAE Systems in the case of the UK). Because the problem was 
essentially deep distrust arising from delays and escalating costs on key projects, DTI 
mediation was useful because the social skills of its staff ensured that it was perceived 
as relatively neutral and so could help to broker deals.     

Another major study was into policies for attracting inward foreign direct investment to 
the UK. Regional governments were largely responsible for this, allowing inward 
investors to play off one region against another. The process was overseen jointly by DTI 
and the Foreign Office. I reported that local officials were indiscriminate in the 
businesses they sought to attract, resulting, for example, in a large number of Chinese 
‘listening posts’ (small offices with no production)  being established in the vicinity of 
Heathrow. The report was challenged by some of the Foreign Office staff, but further 
investigation, and consultation with external experts, vindicated the findings. The 
government switched to a strategy of more targeted support. 

The UK railway industry under privatisation 

In 2005 a distinguished business school professor, Michael Brooke, began a study of the 
management of privatised UK rail operators. He became ill and I was asked to continue 
his work. This involved interviewing the managing directors of rail franchises. The results 
of the interview programme were summarised in a paper listed above, written by myself 
but with the findings credited to Michael Brooke.  

The managers were very co-operative and one of them invited me to join the UK 
Passenger Demand Forecasting Council (PDFC), which was initially an industry body 
but later evolved into a joint venture between the train operators and the Department for 
Transport (DfT). Many of the member companies competed for traffic, with up to three 
operators sometimes serving the same route – far removed from the local monopolies 
they originally expected to acquire. I was able to advise the DfT about the economic 

https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001345.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001626.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002240.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002240.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90001444.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002118.html
https://centaur.reading.ac.uk/view/creators/90002190.html
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implications of this rivalry, and steps were to taken to mitigate the problem subject to 
the constraints imposed by the legal framework established at privatization. Since then I 
have been invited from time to time to deliver talks open to all DfT staff. My most recent 
talk, delivered in June 2025, was on the contemporary theme of ‘Railways 200’, and 
discussed the political oversight of the UK railway network in the period 1890-1914.  
This analysis has potential implications for Great British Railways in the future.  

Other activities   

I am the founder and chairperson of the Business Enterprise Heritage Trust (registered 
charity 1084610). The Trust was established in 2000 and holds 50,000 books on the 
history of business enterprise, broadly construed. It comprises the personal research 
libraries of more than 30 distinguished academics, together with books purchased 
specifically for the trust. It contains many rare books, some of which are neither in the 
Bodleian Library  nor the British Library and are not readily available on the internet. The 
library is open to the public by appointment. The current Board of Trustees includes a 
number of distinguished economists and business historians.   

 


