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Professional service - internal
Head of Department of Economics 1987-94.

Introduced a suite of eight MA programmes which enrolled ¢.200 students annually by
1994.

Established the Centre of Economic Institutions and Business History in 2000.

Developed and now teach a doctoral / post-doctoral course on the ‘Economics of
international business’, open to scholars world-wide, established c. 2013 by the Henley
Business School and funded in memory of John Dunning and Alan Rugman, leading
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(ed. Mark Blaug)
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1987-1990. ESRC £76,460 (with J.A. Cantwell, J.H. Dunning and R.D. Pearce) ‘Global
research strategy and international competitiveness’

1991-1994. ESRC, £91,230. ‘Economic aspects of human resource management in
large multinational enterprises’.

2002-2005 ESRC £88,140. Evolution of the British railway network, 1825-1914.

2002-2010 Established the university-backed Reading Business Group, with its own
secretariat, in which academic staff, under my leadership, carried out multiple research
projects for the Department of Trade and Industry. The total contract value exceeded
£300,000 and yielded a top-rated impact study for the 2014 REF.

Teaching
| have taught a wide variety of courses.

Undergraduate: Principles of economics;Mathematical economics; Econometric
theory; Macroeconomic theory; Industrial economics; Economic history.

Postgraduate: Theory of international business. Entrepreneurship —theory and practice.
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An economic study based on official statistics held by the EEC statistical office. An
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addressed, amongst other things, the impact of post-war technological changes and
the importance of high levels of literacy and humeracy amongst school-leavers. It was
one of several studies that emphasised the links between science, education,
employability and economic growth, in contrasts to the views of some mainstream
economists who simply advocated the abolition of the minimum wage.

Unites Nations Trade and Development 1987-2000

Advice to developing countries on the choice of contractual arrangements for
international trade and investment

The ‘Reading School of International Business’ had a significant impact on political
thinking about international trade policy in the 1980s and 1990s. It played a major role
in promoting not only foreign direct investment and trade liberalisation, but also
international joint ventures and international subcontracting. John Dunning, my head of
department from when | joined in 1969 to when he moved to Rutgers in 1987, was very
influential in the UN. After he moved to Rutgers in the US in 1987 UNCTAD began to
draw on the skills of the other members of the ‘Reading school’. | succeeded him as
Head of Department and began to consult, pro bono, for the UN’s Geneva office. |
contributed to the drafting of the annual reports, and on one occasion had the
opportunity to address an international congress on the benefits and costs of
international subcontracting.

Impact of government support on UK productivity growth.

A series of studies was carried out for the Department of Trade and Industry 1998-2009,
involving multiple directorates. One study also involved the Foreign Office, another the
Treasury and another the Ministry of Defence

| was first approached by the DTl as a result of a paper | presented at a conference on
industrial economics held at Nottingham University in 1998 which was attended by
economists from the DTI. The first study, carried out by me personally, proposed a novel
method of evaluation, as set out in An Evaluation of the Sector Sponsorship Activities of
the Engineering Industries Directorate in the Department of Trade and Industry, HMSO,
2001, ISBN 0115154944. Most of the subsequent studies were organised through the
University of Reading Business Group, which | chaired, and involved up to eight
academic staff and a salaried administrator.

The principal findings of the other studies may be summarised as follows.
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Using the methodology mentioned above, a five-year rolling study of the Export Explorer
scheme, which offered subsidised sales visits to European markets by UK SMEs (drawn
principally from low-growth regions) showed that it provided value for money, because
the experience gained by a participating firm impacted their performance and generated
local spill-over effects. The local knowledge of overseas consulates was crucial in
facilitating the scheme. These findings were sufficient to forestall Treasury plans to cut
funding for the scheme. The final report was Casson, M., Burke, S., Pavelin,

S., Pemberton, J., Porter, L. and Wadeson, N., (2007) Report on the evaluation of UK
sector support strategies.

A study of the restructuring of the defence aerospace industry showed that
restructuring was impaired by three-way conflict and distrust between the UK, US and
French governments over patent rights for cutting-edge technologies. The second-best
solution was to bundle related patents into proprietary packages and allocate these to
national champion firms (BAE Systems in the case of the UK). Because the problem was
essentially deep distrust arising from delays and escalating costs on key projects, DTI
mediation was useful because the social skills of its staff ensured that it was perceived
as relatively neutral and so could help to broker deals.

Another major study was into policies for attracting inward foreign direct investment to
the UK. Regional governments were largely responsible for this, allowing inward
investors to play off one region against another. The process was overseen jointly by DTI
and the Foreign Office. | reported that local officials were indiscriminate in the
businesses they sought to attract, resulting, for example, in a large number of Chinese
‘listening posts’ (small offices with no production) being established in the vicinity of
Heathrow. The report was challenged by some of the Foreign Office staff, but further
investigation, and consultation with external experts, vindicated the findings. The
government switched to a strategy of more targeted support.

The UK railway industry under privatisation

In 2005 a distinguished business school professor, Michael Brooke, began a study of the
management of privatised UK rail operators. He became ill and | was asked to continue
his work. This involved interviewing the managing directors of rail franchises. The results
of the interview programme were summarised in a paper listed above, written by myself
but with the findings credited to Michael Brooke.

The managers were very co-operative and one of them invited me to join the UK
Passenger Demand Forecasting Council (PDFC), which was initially an industry body
but later evolved into a joint venture between the train operators and the Department for
Transport (DfT). Many of the member companies competed for traffic, with up to three
operators sometimes serving the same route — far removed from the local monopolies
they originally expected to acquire. | was able to advise the DfT about the economic
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implications of this rivalry, and steps were to taken to mitigate the problem subject to
the constraints imposed by the legal framework established at privatization. Since then |
have been invited from time to time to deliver talks open to all DT staff. My most recent
talk, delivered in June 2025, was on the contemporary theme of ‘Railways 200’, and
discussed the political oversight of the UK railway network in the period 1890-1914.

This analysis has potential implications for Great British Railways in the future.

Other activities

I am the founder and chairperson of the Business Enterprise Heritage Trust (registered
charity 1084610). The Trust was established in 2000 and holds 50,000 books on the
history of business enterprise, broadly construed. It comprises the personal research
libraries of more than 30 distinguished academics, together with books purchased
specifically for the trust. It contains many rare books, some of which are neither in the
Bodleian Library nor the British Library and are not readily available on the internet. The
library is open to the public by appointment. The current Board of Trustees includes a
number of distinguished economists and business historians.
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