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15.1 CALCULATING AVERAGES AND 
COUNTING CREDITS FOR 
PROGRESSION AND THRESHOLD 
PERFORMANCE 

15.1.1 Calculating averages for progression and threshold 
performance 
 

In calculating the Part average for progression purposes, modules are weighted by their 

number of credits. 

The average mark of a Part is calculated to one decimal place, with the second decimal place 

being rounded up if it is 5 or greater and rounded down if it is less than 5.  

Where it has been agreed that a programme includes a module assessable on a PASS/FAIL 

basis, the calculation of the average will exclude such modules. 

 

15.1.2 Counting credits for progression and threshold 
performance: Pass/Fail credits 

Where one or more modules are assessed on a Pass/Fail basis: 

(a) The P/F modules evidently count towards the total of modules taken; 

(b) Where the rule specifies that students need to achieve at least the pass mark (40% in 

the case of UG or 50% in the case of PGT) in modules amounting to N credits, a Pass in a P/F 

module is counted as a pass mark and a Fail is counted as a fail mark; 

(c) Where the rule specifies that the student needs to achieve at least a specified mark 

which is below the pass mark (e.g. 30% or 35%) in modules amounting to N credits, the 

requirement is adjusted to read 'at least [the specified mark] or a Pass in modules amounting 

to N credits' [with N unchanged], This applies a marginally more stringent standard than the 

Threshold Performance defined wholly in numerical terms; however, the University is 

committed to maintaining the Threshold Standard which this approach does. 

(d) In the event that a rule specifies that the student needs to achieve at least a specified 

mark above the pass mark (e.g. 55%) in modules amounting to N credits, P/F modules do not 

contribute to fulfilment of this rule. 

15.2 PROGRESSION FROM PART 0 TO 
PART 1 (PROGRAMMES INCLUDING A 
FOUNDATION YEAR AND INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION PROGRAMME) 

15.2.1 Threshold Performance at Part 0 
To achieve a threshold performance at Part 0 a student will normally be required to: 

• obtain an overall weighted average of 50% over 120 credits taken in Part 0; and 

• obtain a mark of at least 40% in all individual modules.  
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15.2.2 Rules for progression from Part 0 to Part 1 
In order to pass Part 0 of a specific degree programme and progress from Part 0 to Part 1 of an 

Ordinary Degree, Bachelor’s or an Integrated Master’s programme, a student will normally be required 

to: 

a) achieve a threshold performance at Part 0; and 

b) fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification. 

Programme-specific requirements should be limited to an English Language requirement (for 

International Foundation Programme and programmes with an integrated  International Foundation 

Year), plus one subject requirement (of a pass mark at 50%). Subject requirements should typically only 

be used where such requirements are also detailed as part of Part 1 admissions criteria, or are a PSRB 

requirement. (See also 15.6 below on programme-specific requirements.) 

Rules for progression from Part 0 to Part1 may be varied with approval of the University Programmes 

Board. See also the Protocols for Programmes Comprising a Foundation Year of International 

Foundation Year (Part 0). 

15.3 PROGRESSION FROM PART 1 TO 
PART 2 (FOUNDATION DEGREE, ORDINARY 
DEGREE, BACHELOR’S OR AN INTEGRATED 
MASTERS PROGRAMME) 

15.3.1 Threshold Performance at Part 1 
To achieve a threshold performance at Part 1 a student will normally be required to: 

• obtain an overall weighted average of 40% over 120 credits taken in Part 1; and 

• obtain a mark of at least 40% in individual modules amounting to not less than 80 credits taken 

in Part 1; and 

• obtain a mark of at least 30% in individual modules amounting to not less than 120 credits taken 

in Part 1.  

15.3.2 Rules for progression from Part 1 to Part 2 
In order to pass Part 1 of a specific degree programme and progress from Part 1 to Part 2 of a 

Foundation Degree, Ordinary Degree, Bachelor’s or an Integrated Masters programme, a student will 

normally be required to: 

a) achieve a threshold performance at Part 1; and 

b) fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification and further programme information (see 15.6 below). 

For information on transfer from a programme on which the student is currently registered to an 

alternative programme, see 15.8 below. 

For information on eligibility for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education, see Section 20 of the 

Assessment Handbook. 

 

 

 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/-/media/project/functions/cqsd/documents/qap/protocols-for-programmes-comprising-a-foundation-year.pdf
https://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/-/media/project/functions/cqsd/documents/qap/protocols-for-programmes-comprising-a-foundation-year.pdf
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15.4 PROGRESSION FROM PART 2 TO 
PART 3 

15.4.1  Threshold performance at Part 2 (not applicable to 
Foundation Degrees) 

 To achieve a threshold performance at Part 2 a student will normally be required to:  

• obtain an overall weighted average of 40% over 120 credits taken in Part 2; and 

• obtain a mark of at least 40% in individual modules amounting to not less than 80 credits 

taken in Part 2; and  

• obtain a mark of at least 30% in individual modules amounting to not less than 120 credits 

taken in Part 2.  

15.4.2 Progression from Part 2 to Part 3 (and Part 2 to Part 
2Y and Part 2Z): Bachelor and Ordinary Degrees  

In order to pass Part 2  of a specific degree programme and progress from Part 2 to Part 3 of Bachelor’s 

and Ordinary programmes (and Part 2Y and Part 2Z), a student will normally be required to:  

a) achieve a threshold performance at Part 2; and 

b) fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification (see 15.6 below). 

15.4.3 Progression from Part 2Y to Part 3: Bachelor Degrees  
In order to pass Part 2Y of a specific degree programme and progress from Part 2Y to Part 3 of 

Bachelor’s and Ordinary programmes, a student will normally be required to:  

a)  achieve a Part 2 threshold performance at Part 2Y; and 

b)  fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification (see 15.6 below). 

Part 2Y sits between Part 2 and Part 3 and typically comprises a 120-credit placement or year abroad 

module assessed on the basis of Pass/Fail; a student is required to pass Part 2Y to progress to the 

degree with a placement year/year abroad. 

A student who fails to achieve the Part 2Y progression requirement will normally be able to progress, by 

virtue of having passed Part 2, to progress to Part 3 of the non-placement/non-Year Abroad version of 

their programme. 

15.4.4 Progression from Part 2Z to Part 3: Bachelor Degrees  
In order to pass Part 2Z of a specific degree programme and progress from Part 2Z to Part 3 of 

Bachelor’s and Ordinary programmes, a student will normally be required to:  

a)  achieve a Part 2 threshold performance at Part 2Z; and 

b)  fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant 

programme specification (see 15.6 below). 
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An exception has been agreed in respect of progression from Part 2Z to Part 3 In BA Accounting 

Studies, as specified in the relevant programme specification. 

Part 2Z sits between Part 2 and Part 3,typically comprises a full complement of taught modules (as 

distinct from placement/year abroad modules), and includes a requirement that Part 2Z is passed in 

order to progress to Part 3. 

 

15.4.5 Progression from Part 2 to Part 3: Integrated Masters 
In order to pass Part 2 and progress from Part 2 to Part 3 of a specific Integrated Masters programme, a 

student will normally be required to: 

a) achieve a threshold performance at Part 2; and  

b) obtain an overall weighted average of 50% over 120 credits taken in Part 2 (of which not less 

than 100 credits should normally be at level 5 or above); and 

c) fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification (see 15.6 below). 

Rules for progression from Part 2 to Part3 of an Integrated Masters programme may be varied in 

exceptional cases with approval of the University Board for Teaching, Learning and Student Experience. 

15.5 PROGRESSION FROM PART 3 TO 
PART 4 (INTEGRATED MASTERS PROGRAMMES) 

In order to progress from Part 3 to Part 4 of an Integrated Masters programme, a student shall normally 

be required to: 

a) achieve an overall weighted average of 40% over 120 credits taken in Part 3, with 80 credits with 

a mark of at least 40, and with no marks below 30%; and 

b) fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification (see 15.6 below).  In the case of progression from Part 3 to Part 4, programme-

specific progression requirements will normally be permitted only in exceptional circumstances, 

for example in order to meet the specific requirements of a PSRB accreditation or where there 

is substantial evidence that a higher standard is required to ensure a reasonable prospect of 

success at Part 4. 

15.6 PROGRAMME-SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS 

Programme-specific requirements will normally relate to the achievement of a minimum mark in a 

named module or modules or the achievement of a minimum mark in one or specified elements of 

assessment within a module..  

Programme-specific progression rules beyond the University Threshold Performance are exceptional 

and will normally be permitted only in the following circumstances: 

a) PSRB requirements mean that specified modules (or components within a module) must be 

passed or a specified minimum mark achieved, or that some other condition is fulfilled.  Care 

should be taken to ensure that such rules are required by the PSRB and do not simply reflect 

one interpretation (among other possible interpretations) of PSRB requirements; 
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b) Achieving a pass mark in a specific module (and the specific module learning outcomes) is a 

pre-requisite for a student to be able to engage with, and have a reasonable prospect of 

success in, the next Part of the programme and in the degree as a whole.   

Approvals on the grounds of (b) will be exceptional and will normally be confined to Part 1. 

Where a School wishes to include programme-specific progression requirements beyond the 

University Threshold Performance, they should discuss the issue with their Associate Pro-Vice-

Chancellor (Education & Student Experience) in the first instance. 

At Part 0 programme-specific requirements will normally only be allowed where they align with the 

programme entry requirements (i.e. for entry to Part 1 of a programme), or are subject to PSRB 

requirements (as detailed under (a) above).  

Programme-specific progression requirements are subject to approval by the University Programmes 

Board and are specified in the relevant Programme Specification, and, where the requirement relates to 

a sub-modular requirement, the Module Description. 

15.7 RESULTS/OUTCOMES FOR 
PROGRESSION 

Failed   

A candidate who has failed to achieve a threshold performance shall be stated to have failed.   

Not qualified  

A candidate who (i) has achieved a threshold performance at Part 1 or Part 2 but who has not fulfilled a 

programme-specific requirement, or (ii) in the case of a candidate registered for Part 2 of an Integrated 

Masters programme, has achieved a threshold performance at Part 2 and has either not achieved an 

overall average of 50% at Part 2 or not fulfilled a programme specific rule, shall be stated to have not 

qualified to proceed; such a candidate may be eligible for the award of a Certificate or Diploma of Higher 

Education in accordance with the provisions of Sections 20 and 21 of the Assessment Handbook. 

Passed  

A candidate who has achieved a threshold performance at Part 1 or Part 2 (or Part 3 of an Integrated 

Masters programme) and all  relevant programme-specific requirements for progression and, if 

following Part 2 of an Integrated Masters programme, has achieved an overall average of 50%, shall be 

stated to have passed; such a candidate may be eligible for the award of a Certificate or Diploma of 

Higher Education in accordance with the provisions of Sections 20 and 21 of the Assessment 

Handbook. 

Deemed not to have sat  

A candidate may, at the discretion of the University Standing Committee on Special Cases, be deemed 

not to have sat the examination if the candidate has been prevented from sitting the examination by 

illness or other good cause or if the candidate’s performance in the examination has been significantly 

affected by illness or other serious personal circumstance. 

 

Result not yet available 

The result for a candidate is not yet available due to a mark not having been submitted or for another 

reason. 
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Result not yet available, resit required 

The result for a candidate is not available, as above, but, on the basis of the marks which are available, it 

has been determined that the candidate will need to be reassessed in one or more modules. 

 

15.8 TRANSFERS TO ALTERNATIVE 
PROGRAMMES 

a) Students on Joint Honours programmes who achieve the University threshold standard for 

progression at Part 1 are permitted to transfer to one of the Single Honours programmes directly 

related to their Joint Honours programme, provided that: (i) they have achieved marks of at least 

40% in at least 40 credits of modules in the Single Honours programme to which they wish to 

transfer; and (ii) that they have met any programme-specific requirements on the Single Honours 

programme to which they wish to transfer.  Students should seek advice on the programmes which 

qualify as being directly related to their Joint Honours programme and modules which they would 

be required to pass. 

b) Further provisions relating to transfers to alternative programmes can be found in Policy and 

Procedures on Students Changing Degree Programmes and Optional Modules. 

c) Additionally, candidates who have fulfilled the requirements for the award of a Foundation Degree 

are eligible to progress to registration for a Bachelor’s degree with Honours or an Ordinary Degree 

in the relevant subject. In this case, progression to registration for a Bachelor’s degree is not 

subject to fulfilment of the Part 2 threshold performance. 

15.9 PROGRESSION ON MASTER’S 
PROGRAMMES 

Master’s programmes are not normally subject to progression requirements.  In those cases where a 

progression requirement has been approved for a Master’s programme, the progression rule is stated 

in the programme specification. 

Proposed progression requirements are subject to approval by the University Programmes Board. 

 

The programme specification will indicate whether completion of the first year of a Master’s 

programme may lead to an alternative award (e.g. a Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma) 

if a student does not complete the programme. 

15.10 PROVISIONS IN THE EVENT THAT 
ASSESSMENT MARKS ARE NOT 
AVAILABLE AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
MAJOR DISRUPTION 

15.10.1 In circumstances in which the University’s academic provision has been significantly disrupted 

by matters outwith the University’s control, the Senate (or the Chair acting on behalf of the 

Senate) may activate the following special provisions for the calculation of marks and 

progression to the following Part. Matters outwith the University’s control include but are not 

limited to strikes and industrial action, staff illness, severe weather, natural disaster, epidemic 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/-/media/project/functions/cqsd/documents/qap/part1progchanges.pdf?la=en&hash=053163831D88A7E1B0CDCDE01815535C
https://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/-/media/project/functions/cqsd/documents/qap/part1progchanges.pdf?la=en&hash=053163831D88A7E1B0CDCDE01815535C
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or pandemic, fire, war, civil disorder or unrest, riot, terrorist attack or the threat of it, and 

restrictions imposed by the government or public authorities. 

 

15.10.2 Under the special provisions, the Senate (or the Chair acting on its behalf), having due regard 

to all the circumstances, will determine: 

 

a) an appropriate method or methods for calculating module marks 

b) an appropriate method or methods for determining students’ progression to the next 

Part of their programme 

c) appropriate arrangements for re-assessment for progression to the next Part 

d) appropriate arrangements for the contribution of marks from intermediate Parts to 

eventual classification 

e) the scope of the special provisions, including whether all students are subject to 

special provisions and which method applies to which categories of students.  

 

15.10.3 In the case of programmes accredited by a Professional, Statutory or Regulatory Body 

(PRSB), the application of the methods and scope identified under 15.10.2 above are subject 

to confirmation from the relevant PSRB that it is satisfied that the methods and scope are 

adequate to its requirements for an accredited degree. In the event that the PSRB is not 

satisfied, the Senate (or the Chair acting on its behalf) may agree that: 

 

a) specific provisions apply to the programme; and/or 

b) students have the opportunity to transfer to an alternative non-accredited degree, as 

appropriate; and/or 

c) students may be Deemed Not to have Sat and have a further opportunity to sit the 

assessment (if the full complement of assessments has not been taken) or wait for 

completed assessments to be marked. 

 

15.10.3.1 Part to Part progression and exit awards 

In cases where marks are missing due to matters outwith the University’s control, the 

University deals separately with Part-to-Part progression and with eligibility for the 

CertHE/DipHE. The University recognises that Part-to-Part progression is an interim stage 

of a programme which is preparing a student to achieve higher level learning outcomes in 

the following year(s). An award indicates that the University is satisfied that a student has 

achieved the relevant learning outcomes associated with the award.  

 

15.10.3.2 Late marks 

If marks become available after the publication of a decision on progression to the next 

Part, the progression decision will not be revised from Pass to Fail. 

If marks submitted late include fails, it may be that students will not have the opportunity to 

resit those modules. This would potentially disadvantage them in classification. In such a 

case, Examiners will be required to give consideration to those failed modules where marks 

were submitted late. 

 

 


