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1.
Project Progress and Timeline

1.1
Timeline at April 2008

Start July 2006, end December 2006 – all project work undertaken within this period

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Research context of Oral History and review and make contacts with similar projects 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organise filing and storage of existing resources (administrative material, correspondence, recordings etc) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Purchase fireproof/waterproof secure storage for archive 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Establish links with other practitioners in the field
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Consultation about best practice for procedures/equipment/storage 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Development, design and input – database (one covering dissertations and theses; one covering sound archives
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Disseminate details of project and archive to dissertation students 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organise trip to Oral History Workshop for students

1.2
Enabling Factors:  State resources used in this L&T-enhancement project

This project has primarily been run through the Collections Officer (26 days), and managed by the 0.2fte CETL Teaching Associate.  The general overhaul of the collections has also contributed to this project, along with the Wifi project within Typography.

1.3
Processes:  What were the key challenges in delivering this project?

There were several strands to the enhancing dissertations projects:

First, it benefited significantly from the general re-housing of the collections project (See the evaluation sheet: TY04: Improving Access to Collections) which heightened awareness and accessibility to material.

Secondly, the compilation of a database of previous dissertations and theses was required, so that students could find and locate examples of what previous students had been able to do, researching and using the archives and collections.  This was relatively straightforward.

The primary focus of this project, however was on oral history.  Students do not fully utilise oral history as primary source material for research dissertations.  This project sought to organise and catalogue the sound archives, in conjunction with all the Typography collections, and to encourage students to access the materials and use them for their dissertations.

The project has been a time-consuming one due to the growing collection of tapes, CDs, and minidisk recordings.  The initial phase of inputting material on a database was relatively straightforward.  Web-based research showed that there are many successful projects of a similar nature though larger in scale and reaching a much wider audience.  With this in mind the collection was made immediately accessible i.e. students can access the material in its original form e.g. tape, CD etc. 

2.
Outputs and Evaluation

2.1
List the evaluation evidence/data you have collected (and placed on file)

Date
Quantitative or
Evaluation by
Description / Method 


qualitative
Oct 06
qualitative
Pt 4 Students 06/07
Report concerning Wessex Film and Sound Archive workshop

2.2
Summarise the key results from your data

Students’ awareness of the collections has increased through their greater accessibility and the database of previous student dissertations and theses. 
In relation to oral history, the reports from the students who attended the Wessex Film and Sound Archive workshop led us to think that it is important for students to be given information not only about the archives we hold already, but about how they could improve their own skills in using recording equipment and developing their interviewing techniques.  The aim now is to develop a culture of using recorded interviews for dissertation purposes (either students interviewing for their specific needs, or listening to previously made recordings, or both) which will make the archive in greater demand, and we will be able to house student-made recordings for future dissertations and research.  This will be done through adding material into the dissertation workshops (in Summer 2008 and beyond) which focuses on (i) examples of dissertations using interviewing, listening to material, analysing how it has been used, etc; (ii) instruction and exercises on techniques for interviewing, summarising, evaluating and employing in dissertations. 
2.3
How would you, as the PI, summarise the success of this project?

The project has been highly successful in the organisation of the archives, and has enhanced the research skills workshops through which students choose their dissertation topic.  The project has created a fully searchable database of past dissertations that did not previously exist in this form. 
3.
Impact and Consequences

3.1
How many students (and at what level and in which programme areas) has this L&T enhancement project impacted on?

All dissertation students (Yrs 3 and 4) are aware of the project through the research skills workshops. Three used oral interviews for their dissertations in 2007.  Ten used collections of various sorts as their primary resource for their dissertations.  This year a similar number are drawing on collections. 
3.2
Has this project positively contributed to the teaching environment and satisfaction of the academic staff delivering this provision?

Improved use of the resources and archive will enhance teaching, learning and research. Further feedback on students' responses to workshops will inform the nature and delivery of interview training and familiarisation with the range of resources available.  The organisation of resources and their increased accessibility support staff in their dissertation supervisions. 
3.3
Summarise the unforeseen consequences of this project

Recognising the potential of the archive as it stands and the growth of the resource in the future has had a huge impact on the way the project was managed.  In a short period of time we have organised and set up the resource.  It is by no means a finished product, but the consequence is a very positive working resource for department and university students, and outside researchers, with the potential to reach a much larger audience due to new and easily accessible information technology. 
Our ideas about the point of delivery for students changed; initially we were hoping to install listening booths in the Centre but it is more effective and accessible to enable students to use their own MP3 players/ipods/laptops or listen directly from computers in the department.

It is important to mention here that at the beginning of the project we were using the term ‘Oral Printing History Collection’ but the outcome of meetings with other practitioners, the organisation of recordings and a grant for one of the department members has made us realise that we should refer to the project as ‘Sound and Film Archives’ (Design, Printing and Affiliated Trades).  In the future we hope to add a database of print related films and television and radio broadcasts and we also already hold some recorded lectures on print and design.  The very recent completion of an AHRC-funded small grant (Rob Banham as PI) has produced a detailed listing of films in the collections at the British Film Institute, the University of Virginia, and the University of Reading, and films that are available online.  The list comprises 240 films giving the title, date, and production details and where the film can be seen.  This is easily converted into a database.  All of these will broaden the scope of research for our students.
3.4
Sustainability

The database of student dissertations and theses will be updated each year by administrative staff,
The Sound and Film archive will be sustained through students depositing their material, and cataloguing it, as part of their dissertation preparation.  This will be managed by familiarising relevant teaching staff (supervisors of the dissertations) with the resources, and their organisation, to oversee this element of the dissertation work. 
4.
Dissemination

4.1
Log dissemination activities relating to this L&T Project

Further to the table below the project has been discussed and promoted at various historical society meetings.  In the field of printing history the Reading archive is being seen as a national resource.  Societies who are now fully aware of the project through PHS conference and other contacts made are; National Sound Archive, Oxford University Press, Wessex Film and Sound Archive, Wynkyn de Worde Society, St Bride Library, Printing History Society and the Ephemera Society.
Date
Main Audience

Type
Dissemination activity
Jul-Dec 06 
UoR undergrads
Action
Dissertation lectures

Jul-Dec 06
UoR academics
Action
Departmental meetings

Jul 06
UK academics and
Information
PHS conference/publications

Societies

4.2
Beyond this evaluation, do you see any scope for pedagogic research in this area of learning?

Evaluation of oral history techniques and use of visual and aural resources in facilitating student learning.
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