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ABSTRACTS
SESSION 1 – QUEER GENEALOGIES
Jaya Keaney
Family likeness? Theorising race in queer families made through donor conception
Dominant ideas of racial transmission centre the heterosexual reproductive family: race as a
biogenetic substance that flows from parents to child through sexual reproduction. In this paper,
I seek to probe this logic from its margins by turning to families with a very different structure:
queer families who have used sperm or egg donors to conceive. Drawing on interviews with
Australian parents, I argue that these families encounter race more consciously through selecting
a donor, and in this process, race itself is rearticulated and remade. The infrastructure of donor
conception industries presents race as an essentialist, category-bound and heritable quality that
can be ‘matched’ to the intending parents in order for the family to pass. However, queer
families navigate these infrastructures in diverse ways, through their own complex ‘ontological
choreographies’ (Thompson 2005). Here I elaborate a concept of ‘likeness’ as a way to make
sense of the queer ways families encounter race as a kinship substance in donor-conception.
Thérèse Callus
‘Atoms floating in a void of social space’? Rethinking agreed parenthood under the HFE
Act 2008
Consenting to become a parent essentially includes agreeing for another individual’s identity to
be inextricably bound to your own. In the context of assisted conception and agreed parenthood
for same-sex couples, consent is the cornerstone of legal parental status under the Human
Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008. Yet where consent is flawed, or vitiated, the child’s familial
identity (and, at times that of the would-be parent) is left floating. In this paper, I argue that long
term intergenerational considerations are central to a normative construction of parenthood.
Without these, the current law is inadequate as it ignores what Honohan has described as the
‘human predicament of interdependence’. Given that an audit carried out by the HFEA in 2014
revealed that there were ‘numerous cases’ where the legal status of parenthood, predominantly in
same-sex couples was in doubt across many IVF clinics, this paper provides an important
contribution to rethinking ideas of ‘genealogical justice’. I advocate that a more communitarian
rather than a ‘rootless’ individual approach to regulating legal parenthood is required.
Alberto Fernandez-Carbajal
Queer families against bloodlines, families living with AIDS and diasporic spermbrothers
This paper will explore the themes of non-biological family-making, kinship, and fraternity in
novels by diasporic writers of Muslim heritage, chiefly Hanif Kureishi’s The Buddha of Suburbia,
Rabih Alameddine’s KOOLAIDS, and Abdellah Taïa’s Salvation Army. In dialogue with the work
of John McLeod, Gayatri Gopinath, and Judith/Jack Halberstam, the presentation will
investigate how familial bonds are constructed by these texts at an angle from heteronormative
family making, offering, in its place, queer forms of family which are not based on the idea of the
nuclear family and which exceed the collective obsession with bloodlines.

SESSION 2 – HETERONORMATIVE REGIMES
Kathryn Warner
Kingship, kinship, and same-sex desire: the politics of historiography on Edward II
Edward II (born 1284, reigned 1307 to 1327) was one of England's same-sex-attracted kings.
Throughout his reign, the king demonstrated his infatuation with men, whom he showered with
appointments, lands, income and excellent marriages to his own nieces. His devotion to his last
and most powerful ‘favourite’ or lover Hugh Despenser the Younger, and his facilitation of and
even participation in Despenser's extortion, piracy and other crimes, brought both men down in
1326/27, when Edward’s alienated queen Isabella took her own male ‘favourite’ and raised an
army against her husband’s detested favourite. My talk will focus on the double standards, biases,
prejudices and heteronormativity evident in much modern debate on Edward and Isabella.
Sourav Mandal
Mapping the Vulnerabilities within Queer Kinship practices: a qualitative evaluation of
lived socio-legal realities experienced by twenty-one participants from urban/semiurban India
India happens to be under the grip of a regressive colonial mindset as it continues to legally
criminalise queer expressions in multiple ways and forms, some almost questioning their very
existence. Given this, the queer citizen is always already located within a shared-assemblage of
heteronormative (hostile) socio-legal realties; the power of these realities incessantly keeps the
queer at positions of perpetual uncertainties and vulnerabilities. I deploy the shared-experiences
of twenty-one distinctly situated Indian queer lives in this paper to ethnographically map the
vulnerabilities (and the coping-mechanisms) experienced/developed by queers in creating,
sustaining, and ending their polymorphous chosen kinships. Each of these narratives are shaped
by their own set of distinct intersectional peculiarities, mainly based upon the participant’s sex,
gender identity, sexuality, class, age, educational backgrounds, and location. This paper mainly
deploys queer methodology and methods to read these lived-experiences of queer kinship to
problematize the role of ‘the social’, and that of ‘the law’, which operates through both its
presence, and its absence. Although Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 formally
penalises all acts of non-penal-vaginal intercourse, this paper argues that this is just a single
problem within a more broadly problematic juridical structure. Through a survey of Indian laws,
I identify eighty-five different legal rights/exemptions/privileges that the Union (Federal) laws
exclusively grant for the welfare of heteronormative family and kinship. In addition to the hostile
impact of law’s role, these lived experiences also narrate the multiple ways in which the dominant
powers of ‘the social’ control queer people’s lives and kinship choices, both in the domains of
the public and the private.
Alina Tryfonidou
Children of same-sex parents and EU mobility rights
This paper will seek to examine the position of the children of rainbow families in situations
where such families move between EU Member States. As is well-known, there is a (virtual)
division in the EU between the (mostly) western Member States which provide legal recognition
to same-sex couples and – in some instances – to the parental linkage between both members of
such couples and their children, on the one hand, and the (mostly) eastern Member States which
do not provide legal recognition to same-sex couples and do not recognise the parental linkage
between the children of such couples and their non-biological parent. When same-sex couples
move with their children from a Member State where they are fully recognised as a family, to a
Member State where they are not, this is problematic from a number of different perspectives.
The paper will argue that this amounts to a clear breach of a number of EU law provisions and
principles, namely the EU free movement provisions and fundamental (human) rights.
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