 U N I V E R S I T Y   O F   R E A D I N G

SENIOR  COMMON  ROOM  -  R U L E S       (Revised May 2006)

1
MEMBERSHIP
a) Members of Senior Common Room shall be Ordinary Members, Life Members, Associate             Members, Temporary Members or Honorary Members.

b) Subject in each case to ratification by the General Meeting, the Committee shall have the power     to make appropriate arrangements for Reciprocal Membership with other autonomous Staff            Common Rooms not on the Whiteknights campus. Such Reciprocal Members shall be entitled        to all the privileges of Ordinary membership except for the right of voting.

2
ORDINARY MEMBERS
The following persons shall be eligible to be Ordinary Members so long as they are not eligible to   be full members of the Reading University Students' Union:

a) Members of the Staff of the University

b) Members of the Staff of an Associated Institution

c) At the discretion of the Committee, other persons working in the University or in an                     Associated Institution.

3
LIFE MEMBERS
Members who on retirement from an office within the University cease to be Ordinary Members shall be eligible for Life Membership on payment of a single subscription at the rate applying annually for Ordinary Members.  They may alternatively become Associate Members.

4
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
The following shall be eligible for Associate Membership so long as they are not eligible for Ordinary Membership and so long as they are not full members of the Reading University Students' Union:

a)  Any former Ordinary Member

b)  The husband or wife of any Member

c)  The widow or widower of any former Member

d)  Any member of  Staff of an Associated Institution  not on the University campus

e)  At the discretion of the Committee any member of the Friends of the University

f)  Members of Council.

5
TEMPORARY MEMBERSHIP
Persons entering the University for a limited period in connection with the academic purposes of the University, other than members of the staff and students of the University, may be offered temporary membership by the Stewards.  Such membership shall entitle visitors to all privileges of Ordinary Membership but shall be limited to the period of their visit to the University.  The fee for temporary membership shall be calculated pro-rata according to the period of membership, based on half the normal annual subscription for Ordinary Members; visitors staying for three months or less shall have free temporary membership.

6
HONORARY MEMBERS
Those qualified for election as Honorary Members shall be:

a)  Non-Resident Members who have rendered distinguished service to Senior Common Room;     

b)  Persons distinguished by their eminence in science, literature, the arts or public service.

Not more than two elections shall be made in any one session under category (b).  The method of election shall be as follows:

i)  Nominations signed by five Members shall be sent to the Senior Steward, who shall submit           them to the Committee.  No member of the Committee shall sign a nomination paper;

ii) If the Committee approves of the nomination, the name of the Honorary Member                         proposed shall be placed on the Agenda of a General Meeting and the election shall be by             ballot at that Meeting.  The support of not less than three quarters of the votes recorded shall be     necessary to secure election.

7
ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP
a) The power to confer Membership on those qualified under Rules 2,3 and 4 shall be vested in               the Senior Steward.

b) No person may be admitted to membership until his or her name and address have been posted            on the Senior Common Room notice board by the Senior Steward for a period of not less                   than 48 hours.

c) A list of all Members other than Reciprocal Members will be kept and will be available for     

    inspection. A list of Staff Common Rooms with which the Senior Common Room has 

    arrangements for Reciprocal Membership will be displayed on the notice board.

8
GUESTS
Each member shall have the right to introduce not more than 3 guests on any one occasion, whose names shall be entered in the Visitors' Book.  However, no postgraduate student or non-member eligible for membership shall be so introduced on more than three occasions in any academic year.  No undergraduate student of the University shall be introduced as a guest except to a private party given by a member in a private room.  In exceptional circumstances the Stewards shall have the power to modify the provisions of this Rule at their discretion for a particular occasion.

9
MANAGEMENT
a) The management of Senior Common Room shall be vested in members only and shall be      delegated to a Committee of their number consisting of the Senior Steward, the Junior Steward, the immediate past Senior Steward, the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer, the Wine Stewards, the Social Steward, the Sports Steward, the Newspaper Steward and four lay members. Senior Steward shall be Chairman and the Junior Steward the Secretary of Senior Common  Room.

b) The Committee shall be responsible for the purchase, care and custody of all beer, wines and         spirits in the SCR cellars and shall submit a report to a General Meeting held in the Autumn          Term.

c) The members of the Committee shall be elected at a General Meeting to be held in the second half of May.  The lay members shall be elected for a period of three years and shall not be    eligible for re-election as lay members in the year following their retirement. Voting shall be by ballot.

d) All nominations for the Committee, signed by two members, must be received by the Senior          Steward not less than fourteen days before the General Meeting in May.       

e) The Committee shall have the power to fill casual vacancies in its number.

f) The Senior Steward shall summon additional General Meetings at the request of (a) the          Committee (b) thirty members or one fifth of the total number of members, whichever shall be the lesser.

g) The office-bearing and financial year shall end on 31 July in each year.
10
FINANCE
a) The statements of account shall be available to all members and shall be submitted to a Genera Meeting held in the Autumn Term.

b) For Ordinary Members of Senior Common Room there shall be two rates of annual subscription for membership of Senior Common Room:  the normal rate and the reduced rate.  The reduced rate shall be one half of the normal rate.  The normal rate shall be as determined from time to time by a General Meeting.  Those who qualify for the reduced rate are listed under d) below.

(It is current practice, as agreed at a General Meeting held on 22 May 1980, for the subscription to rise in proportion with academic salaries.)

c) Subscriptions shall be paid either annually in advance at the beginning of each session (1 October each year), or monthly in arrears by deduction from salary.  The second alternative is preferred, and members are encouraged to sign a mandate authorising monthly deduction from their salary (see the Common Room Secretary to arrange this). Members whose subscriptions or dues are in arrears may be removed from membership by the Committee.

d) Ordinary Members in the following categories shall be entitled to the reduced rate subscription as indicated below:

    
i)
Part-time staff appointed on a half-time basis (or less);

  
 ii)
staff based at London Road or Bulmershe;

iii) newly appointed staff on salaries below that of a Senior Lecturer shall pay the reduced rate for their first year of membership; 

 
 
iv)
all new Members who sign the mandate authorising automatic deduction of subscriptions from salary shall have free membership for the first six months from their joining date.

e)  For Associate Members of Senior Common Room (see Rule 4) the annual subscription shall be one quarter of the normal rate.
11
ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS
At Park House the permitted hours for the consumption of alcoholic liquors shall be on Mondays to Thursdays 11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. and 5.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m., on Fridays and Saturdays 11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. and 5.30 p.m. to 11.00 p.m. and on Sundays, Christmas Day and Good Friday from noon to 2.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.

The actual opening hours will be displayed on a notice board.

No person under the age of 18 shall be supplied with alcoholic liquors.

There shall be no supply of alcoholic liquors for consumption off the premises except to a member in person.

Alcoholic liquor may be sold to persons other than members who are attending Senior Common Room for social or other functions organised by a member or authorised by Senior Common Room provided always that the number of such functions held under each SCR Club Licence shall not exceed 12 in any one year.  

No function shall be permitted to which admission may be obtained by persons other than members by payment of money at the door whether for a ticket or otherwise.    

12
ALTERATION OF RULES
a)  Notice of any proposed alteration of Rules shall be sent in writing to the Senior Steward not          less than fourteen days before a General Meeting.  The Senior Steward shall be responsible for      including the proposed alterations in the Agenda.  The support of not less than three quarters of      the votes recorded shall be necessary to effect any alteration.

b)  The Committee shall have the power to make provisional Rules which shall come into force at       once but shall be submitted at the next General Meeting for ratification.

