Introduction

Professor (Emerita) Francoise Le Saux

Francoise Le Saux has always been outstanding for the number of
languages, both medieval and modern, on which she 1s an expert, even
amongst the members of her department at Reading. Those present
at the Summer Symposium of 2017, which was a celebration of
Francoise’s scholarly career and interests, learnt that this expertise
began at an early age. Francoise’s father spoke to her not only in
French but also in his own native tongue, Breton, and also became
Francoise’s first Latin teacher when the family moved from the
Welsh-speaking village of Bryn (near Maesteg in South Wales) to
multilingual Switzerland. Pierre Le Saux also shared Francoise’s
mterest in the medieval period; and thus Francoise’s own formidable
achievements were built upon deep and strong foundations.

Francoise studied for her Licence és Lettres and Dr és Lettres at
the University of Lausanne, whose tripos system enabled her to major
mn History together with English and medieval French. It was for these
reasons that Francoise’s first research project was a study of the early
witcheraft trials held m the Castle of Chillon on Lake Geneva. An
important new direction for her research took shape in the 1980s
when, in furtherance of her researches into the Celtic sources of the
Middle English Brut of Lagzamon, Francoise moved to Swansea to
take an M.A. in Celtic Studies. Here she learned Middle Welsh and
Old Irish—to add to the expertise she had already acquired at
Lausanne mn Old English and Old Norse. A further achievement was
that Francoise successfully taught all these languages at the University
of Ireiburg-in-Breisgau, in the period before her appointment to a
lectureship i French at the University of Reading in 1995.

During her early years in Reading Francoise worked closely with
two other eminent medievalists, namely Professors Wolfgang van
Emden and Peter Noble. From this time she also continued the
tradition inaugurated by Professor van Emden of producing an annual
French play with undergraduate actors. Francoise has said that her
experience of interchange between modern plays and medieval ones
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permitted her to experiment with the many ways in which medieval
theatre could be most effectively presented on the modern stage. This
talent for bringing people together and encouraging their scholarly and
creative activities was a major asset when Francoise joined the GCMS,
a group which has the honour of having been described by Frangoise
as her intellectual home.

Francoise’s contributions to the Centre have been far too many to
list individually; but some stand out especially. They include her
service as Director of the Centre, 2001-4, when she developed links
with other research centres both at Reading and elsewhere. Equally
important was Francoise’s long and crucial period as Editor of the
GCMS’ learned journal, Reading Medieval Studies, from 1997-2008.
In her capacity as President of the British Branch of the International
Arthurian Society Frangoise has also taken the lead in organising
collaborations and joint activities for the two organisations, which have
been both nnovative and productive. Francoise’s research interests
have continued to focus on translation and cultural adaptation in the
Middle Ages, a theme which was specially celebrated in the
Symposium and echoed in the contributions to this special i1ssue of
Reading Medieval Studies. Just how widely her interests and expertise
extend 1s demonstrated by the list of her publications below. This
special 1ssue of Reading Medieval Studies 1s offered as a small gesture
of thanks and recognition for Francoise’s vital and ongoing
contributions to the work, research and teaching of the GCMS.

Anne Lawrence-Mathers (Festschrift Editor, Reading Medieval Studies
Vol. XLIV)



Bibliography of the Writings of Francoise
le Saux

Le Saux, F. (2017) ‘La femme, le chien et le clerc’, Reinardus, 28 (1),
pp-. 130-141.

Le Saux, F. (2016) ‘Les dangers de la guerre. L'image du guerrier
dans le Brut de La3amon’in Girbea, C. (ed.) Armes et jeux militaires
dans ltmaginaire, xiie - xve siécles, Classiques Garnier, Paris, pp. 315-

337.

Le Saux, F. (2015) ‘Les tombeaux royaux de l'historia Regum
Britanniae’, in Girbea, C. (ed.) Acts of the SIA conference, Bucharest
2014, Brepols. (In Press)

Le Saux, F. (2015) ‘La Grande Bretagne, patrie des sciences? La
representation des technologies scientifiques dans Geoffroy de
Monmouth et Layamon’, in Tetrel, H. and Veysseyre, G. (eds.)
L'Historia regum Britannie et les «Bruts» en Europe. Rencontres 100,
Série Civilisaion médiévale, 12, Classiques Garnier, Paris, pp. 157-

178.

Le Saux, F. (2014) ‘Richard le Scandinave? Héroisme et métissage
culturel dans le Roman de Rou de Wace’, Annales de Normandie,
64.1, pp. 146-160.

Le Saux, F. (2012) ‘Prowess, the Nine Worthies and the Hundred
Years War: the Prologues to the Chroniques of Jean Froissart and
Enguerrand de Monstrelet’, in Ailes, M.]., Cobby, A.E. and Noble,
P. (eds.) The Chanson de Geste and its Reception. Essays presented
to Philip E. Bennett by members of the Societe Rencesvals. British
Rencesvals Publications, Edinburgh, pp. 75-94.

Le Saux, F. (2011) ‘Temps, memoire et monstres: le monde
arthurien de Culhwch et Olwen’ in Girbea, C., Popescu, A. and



Voicu, M. (eds.) Temps et mémoire dans la littérature arthurienne,
Medievalia (2). Editura universatii bucuresti, Bucarest, pp. 282-289.

Le Saux, F. (2011) ‘Quand Robert le Diable passe Outre-Manche:
Sir Gowther’, in Mathey-Maille, L. and Legros, H. (eds.) La Légende
de Robert le Diable du Moyen Age au XXe siecle, Medievalia (75),
Paradigme, Orléans, pp. 293-305.

Le Saux, F. (2011) ‘La Conception Nostre Dame de Wace: oeuvre
de propagande? in Thelamon, F. (ed) Marie et la Féte aux
Normands. Images, poésie, dévotions, Rouen: Publications des
Universités de Rouen et du Havre, 2011, pp. 99-106.

Le Saux, F. (2011) ‘Playing the fool: eccentric behaviour and
political acumen in Wace’s “Roman de Rou”’, in: Perry, L. and
Schwarz, A. (eds.) Behaving like Fools : Voice, Gesture, and Laughter
in Texts, Manuscripts, and Early Books, International Medieval

Research (17), Brepols, Turnhout, pp. 153-170.

Le Saux, F. (2009) ‘La Faune marine dans le Voyage de Saint
Brendan anglo-normand’, Reinardus, 21 (1), pp. 115-123.

Leglu, C. and Le Saux, F. (2009) Reading Medieval Studies. Reading
Medieval Studies, 35. University of Reading, Reading.

Le Saux, F. (2008) ‘Guillaume [I'illégitime? La batardise de
Guillaume le Conquérant dans le Roman de Rou de Wace’, in:

Legros, H. (ed.) Guillaume le Conquérant face aux défis. Paradigme,
Orleans, pp. 149-163.

Le Saux, F. (2008) ‘"Gloser La Lettre": 1dentity and Power in the
Poetry of Marie de France’ in Kennedy, R. and Meecham-Jones, S.
(eds.) Wiriters of the Reign of Henry II: Twelve Essays, The New
Middle Ages, Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, pp. 205-219.

Le Saux, F. (2008) ‘"La geste des trois fils Guillaume?” Henry I in
Wace's Roman de Rou’, in Ailes, M., Le Saux, F. and Lawrence, A.



(eds.) Medieval Historical Discourses: Essays in Honour of Professor
Peter S. Noble. Reading Medieval Studies, XXXIV. University of
Reading, Reading, pp. 191-207.

Le Saux, F. (2006) ‘Wace as Hagiographer’ in Burgess, G.S. and
Weiss, J. (eds.) Maistre Wace - a celebration, Jersiase, St. Helier, pp.
139-148.

Le Saux, F. (2005) A Companion to Wace. Boydell & Brewer,
Woodbridge.

Le Saux, F. (2005) ‘The Reception of the Matter of Britain in
Thirteenth-century England: a Study of some Anglo-Norman
Manuscripts of Wace's Roman de Brut’ in Prestwich, M., Britnell,
R. and Frame, R. (eds.) Thirteenth Century England X: Proceedings
of the Durham Conference, 2003. Boydell and Brewer, Woodbridge,
pp. 131-146.

Le Saux, F. (2004) ‘On capitalization in some early manuscripts of
Wace's Roman de Brut’, in Wheeler, B. (ed.) Arthurian Studies in
honour of PJ.C. Field. Arthurian Studies. D.S. Brewer, Woodbridge,
pp- 29-47.

Le Saux, F. (2004) ‘War and knighthood in Christine de Pizan's
“Livre des fait d'armes et de chevalleri”, in Le Saux, F., Saunders,
C. and Thomas, N. (eds.) Writing War: Medieval Literary Responses
to Warfare. D.S. Brewer, Woodbridge, pp. 93-105.

Le Saux, F., Saunders, C. and Thomas, N. (2004) Writing war:
medieval literary responses to warfare. D.S. Brewer, Woodbridge.

Le Saux, F. (2003) ‘Un monde sans fenétres? De I'Historia Regum
Britanniae au Brut de Layamon’, in Connohie-Bourgne, C. (ed.) Par
la fenestre: études de Iittérature et de civilisation médiévales.
Publications de 1'Université de Provence, Provence, pp. 295-305.



Hardman, P., Le Saux, F., Noble, P. and Thomas, N. (2003) ‘The
growth of the Tristan and Iseut legend in Wales, England, France
and Germany’ Studies in Medieval Literature (24). Edwin Mellen
Press, Lampeter.

Thomas, N. and Le Saux, F (eds.). (2000) Utopias, Durham Modern
Language Series, GMO0, University of Durham, Durham.

Thomas, N. and Le Saux, F (eds.). (1998) Unity and Difference in European
Cultures, Durham Modern Language Series, GM8, University of Durham,
Durham.

Thomas, N. and Le Saux, F (eds.). (1996) Myth and its legacy In
FEuropean literature, Durham Modern Language Series, GMG6,
University of Durham, Durham.

Le Saux, F (ed.). (1995) Cultural intermediaries in Medieval Britain :
collected essays, E. Mellon Press, Lewiston, NY.

Le Saux, F (ed.). (1995) The formation of culture in medieval Britain : Celtic,
Latin, and Norman influences on English music, literature, history and art,
The Edwin Mellen Press, Lampeter.

Le Saux, F. (1994) The Text and Tradition of Layamons Brut,
Arthurian Studies, 33, D.S. Brewer, Cambridge.

Le Saux, F. (1993) Amys et Amylion, Exeter Medieval English Texts
and Studies, University of Exeter Press, Exeter

Le Saux, F. (1989) Layamon's Brut : the Poem and its Sources, D.S.
Brewer, Cambridge.



