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1. TITLE OF PROPOSAL 
 
The Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007 
 
1.1 Provision for the execution and enforcement of Commission Regulation 
(EC) No. [XXX/2006] of [XX/XX/2006] setting maximum levels for certain 
contaminants in foodstuffs.  The Regulation consolidates and replaces 
Commission Regulation (EC) 466/2001 of 8 March 2001, as amended and will 
apply from 1 March 2007. 
 
1.2 Provision for the enforcement of Commission Regulation (EC) No 
[XXX/2006] of [XX/XX/2006] laying down methods of sampling and analysis 
for the official control of levels of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in certain 
foodstuffs.  The Regulation will repeal Commission Directive 2002/69/EC of 
26 July 2002 and will apply from 1 March 2007. 
 
1.3 Provision for the enforcement of Commission Regulation (EC) No 
[XXX/2006] of [XX/XX/2006] laying down methods of sampling and analysis 
for the official control of the levels of nitrates in certain foodstuffs.  Currently 
this is carried out under Commission Directive 2002/63/EC.  The new 
Regulation will apply from 1 March 2007.   
 
 
2 PURPOSE AND INTENDED EFFECT 
 
2.1 Objective 
 
2.1.1 The purpose of this measure is to provide both industry and 
enforcement authorities with the necessary domestic legal framework to 
ensure compliance with European Community (EC) measures (Commission 
Regulation (EC) [XXX/2006]) setting maximum levels for certain contaminants 
in foodstuffs.  The aim of the new Commission Regulation is to simplify the 
existing EC measures on contaminants by consolidating and replacing 
Commission Regulation 466/2001 which has undergone 18 amendments, 
whilst also taking into account new information and developments in Codex 
Alimentarius and where appropriate clarifying the legal provisions and 
interpretation of the text. 
 
2.1.2 Commission Regulation [XXX/2006] is supported by a number of allied 
enforcement Commission Directives and/or Regulations which lay down the 
methods for sampling and analysis for the official control of those 



contaminants specified in the legislation.  These measures apply primarily to 
enforcement authorities and aim to ensure a harmonised approach to 
enforcement across the European Union (EU), which will help to promote 
consistent and effective enforcement by reducing uncertainty or dispute in 
interpreting results against limits.  The European Commission is in the 
process of replacing the sampling and analysis Directives with new 
Commission Regulations.  Consequently Commission Regulation [XXX/2006] 
will replace and repeal Commission Directive 2002/69/EC which has applied 
since February 2003.   
 
2.1.3 Commission Regulation [XXX/2006] provides for maximum levels for 
nitrates in spinach, lettuce, baby foods and processed cereal based food for 
infants and young children.  Fresh lettuce and spinach are very perishable 
products and sampling plays an important role in the precision of the 
determination of the levels of nitrates, as well the sample preparation 
procedures.  It is necessary to fix general criteria with which the method of 
analysis should comply in order to ensure that control laboratories use 
methods of analysis with comparable levels of performance.  Previously, the 
sampling and analysis used the approach set out in the pesticide Directive 
2002/63/EC.  These provisions have now been updated and are now more 
focused for nitrate sampling in lettuce and spinach.  The new Regulation will 
also ensure a harmonised approach across the EU to nitrate sampling.  
 
2.1.4 A new SI (The Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007) is 
necessary to make provision for the execution and enforcement in England of 
these new Commission Regulations.  As the EC measures apply from 1 
March 2007, the new SI must come into force by that date. 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007, which are made 
under The Food Safety Act 1990 will- 
 

(a) revoke and replace The Contaminants in Food (England) 
Regulations 2006 (SI 2006 No. 1464); 

 
(b) make provision for the execution and enforcement of 

Commission Regulations [XXX/2006], [XXX/2006] and 
[XXX/2006]; and  

 
(c) continue to make provision for the execution and enforcement of 

Commission Regulation 401/2006 and Commission Directives 
2001/22/EC, 2004/16/EC and 2005/10/EC  

 
Similar Regulations will apply in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
 
2.1.5 This Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) is concerned only with the 
provisions for the enforcement of the new Commission Regulations.  The 
allied enforcement sampling and analysis Commission Regulation and 
Directives referred to at point (c) above have already been dealt with in 
previous RIAs which are listed at Annex B.1.  The RIAs are available from the 



Agency’s website at http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/#comp 
(consultations) and http://www.food.gov.uk/foodindustry/regulation/ria/ (signed 
final RIAs).  
 
2.2 Background 
 
2.2.1 European Community legislation on contaminants in food is made 
under the contaminants in food framework Regulation, Council Regulation 
315/93/EEC.  The Regulation lays down Community procedures for legislating 
for specific contaminants in food and is also of general application to those 
contaminants that are not covered by other specific Community legislation.  In 
view of disparities between the existing laws of Member States in regard to 
the maximum levels for contaminants in certain foodstuffs and the consequent 
risk of distortion of competition, Community measures (Commission 
Regulation 466/2001) were introduced under Regulation 315/93/EEC.  The 
provisions and requirements of Commission Regulation 466/2001 have 
applied across the EU since April 2002.   
 
2.2.2 The intention of Regulation 466/2001 was to provide consumers with 
an increased measure of protection by setting EC maximum levels for 
mycotoxins and undesirable process and environmental contaminants in 
those foodstuffs that are significant contributors to the total dietary exposure 
of consumers to those contaminants.  The aim of the Regulation is to keep 
contaminants at levels that are toxicologically acceptable and to exclude 
grossly contaminated food from entering the food chain.  The Regulation also 
harmonised Member States’ existing measures, facilitating trade.  Maximum 
levels for lead, cadmium, mercury, dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs, polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) inorganic tin, nitrate, 3-MCPD, aflatoxins, 
ochratoxin A, patulin, and Fusarium toxins were set under this legislation.  An 
overview of the effects on health of these contaminants is given at Annex B.2.  
 
2.2.3 In view of the requirement to protect public health by keeping 
contaminants at levels that are toxicologically acceptable, the Commission 
investigates whether limits should be set for additional contaminants.  It also 
reviews the maximum levels for those contaminants currently in the legislation 
and the foods that are subject to control.  Consequently, Commission 
Regulation 466/2001 has been amended 18 times since it first applied in April 
2002.   
 
2.2.4 In November 2003, the Commission produced a draft document that 
consolidated the text, with a further version produced in November 2005.  
Although these documents were available from the Commission’s website 
they were non-binding unofficial texts and Member States including the UK 
pressed the Commission for a new, legally binding, consolidated version of 
Regulation 466/2001.   
 
2.2.5 Discussions on a new draft Regulation which would consolidate and 
replace Regulation 466/2001 began at Commission level in January 2006, 
continuing until July, with final agreement at Standing Committee on 11 
September.  The aims of the exercise were to simplify the Regulation by 

http://www.food.gov.uk/foodindustry/regulation/ria/


removing repetition; to clarify the legal provisions and interpretation of the 
text; to include updated views on risk assessments; to take account of new 
information and developments in Codex Alimentarius and to bring the 
definition of the products of animal origin in line with the definitions given in 
Regulation EC No 853/20041.  As a result the scope of the original legislation 
has been widened in some instances, there have been some changes to the 
existing maximum limits and certain foodstuffs have now been included or 
excluded from the scope of the legislation.  A summary of the key changes is 
provided at Annex B.3.  Stakeholders were consulted throughout the 
negotiations via Interested Parties letters and copies of the draft Regulations 
were made available.  Their responses are summarised at paragraphs 3.2.1 
and 3.2.2.   
 
2.2.6 The two main changes are- 
 

(i) the widening of the application of the maximum level for lead in 
milk and milk based products to include milk from all farmed animals; 
there is production of milk from animals other than dairy cows in the UK 
albeit on a small scale.    
 
(ii) the inclusion of maximum limits for deoxynivalenol and 
zearalenone only for cereal bran marketed for direct human 
consumption and cereal germ.  This change affects a small, 
specialised sector of the bran market.  These new limits do not apply to 
bran used as an ingredient by the manufacturing industry.  It was felt 
necessary to introduce limits for bran intended for direct consumption 
because Fusarium toxins if present can accumulate in the bran 
fraction.  Furthermore, bran is habitually consumed frequently up to 
several times a day by high level consumers of this product who could 
therefore regularly exceed or come close to exceeding safety 
guidelines.  Therefore, bran intended for direct human consumption will 
need to be sourced very carefully.   
 
 

2.2.7 As stated at paragraph 2.1.2, the Commission in co-operation with 
Member States is replacing the existing allied Commission Directives laying 
down the methods for sampling and analysis for enforcement purposes with 
Commission Regulations.  Currently official control checks for dioxins are 
carried out under Commission Directive 2002/69/EC which lays down the 
sampling methods and methods of analysis for the official control of dioxins 
and the determination of dioxin-like PCBs in foodstuffs.  However, maximum 
levels for the sum of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs have been set under 
Commission Regulation 199/2006 and applied from 4 November 2006.  This 
change would have required amendments to Directive 2002/69/EC and 
consequently, for reasons of clarity, it was considered appropriate to replace 
the Directive with Regulation XXX/2006.  Stakeholders were notified and 
consulted on this issue via Interested Parties letters. 

                                            
1 Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down 
specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin (O.J. L 226/22 25.06.04 p 22) 



 
2.2.9 Currently official control checks for nitrates are carried out under 
Commission Directive 2002/63/EC which lays down the sampling methods 
and methods of analysis for the official control of pesticides  Further minor 
updates to Commission Regulation XXX//2006, for nitrate in vegetables  have 
increased the need for specific methods for nitrate sampling and analysis in 
lettuce and spinach.  Therefore, Regulation XXX/2006 will address this need 
for all parties concerned. 
 
2.3 Rationale for Government intervention 
 
2.3.1 Commission Regulations have general application and the direct force 
of law in all Member States.  The UK has a legal obligation to ensure that 
provisions are in place for their enforcement.  Failure to make these 
provisions will leave enforcement authorities without the necessary specific 
statutory legislation to ensure compliance with the Commission measures.  
This will have a negative impact on consumer confidence in the safety of the 
UK food chain and may also lead to an adverse report from the Commission’s 
Food and Veterinary Office which inspects the food control measures adopted 
in Member States of the EU and/or infraction proceedings by the Commission. 
 
2.3.2 The existing EC measures (Regulation 466/2001) have been 
consolidated and will be repealed by Commission Regulation [XXX/2006].  A 
new Statutory Instrument is now necessary to make provision for the 
execution and enforcement of this new Commission Regulation, which itself 
makes directly applicable, its allied enforcement sampling and analysis 
Directives and Regulations.  The draft Contaminants in Food (England) 
Regulations 2007 have been developed for this purpose in England.  Similar 
Regulations have been developed in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
The new SIs will revoke and replace the current Contaminants in Food 
Regulations. 
 
 
3 CONSULTATION 
 
3.1 Regular consultations on the potential impact of the Commission’s 
proposals to consolidate and replace Commission Regulation 466/2001 were 
carried out by the Agency throughout the negotiations during the Commission 
Working Group meetings.  On each occasion, nearly 800 stakeholders 
including consumer groups, industry, enforcement authorities and other 
interested parties were contacted via Interested Parties letters both to provide 
information on progress and to seek comment and information on the draft 
documents in support of the UK negotiating position.   
 
3.1 Within Government 
 
Other government departments including the Department for Environment 
Food and Rural Affairs, the Department of Health, the Department of Trade 
and Industry and the Cabinet Office were included in the informal 
consultations.  No comments were received. 



 
3.2 Public consultation 
 
3.2.1 Interested Parties letters dated 22 February, 12 April, 26 May, 31 July, 
15 September and 27 October were distributed by the Agency.  The letters for 
July, September and October were also placed on our website at 
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2006/jul/contaminants and 
http://www.food.gov.uk/foodindustry/regulation/europeleg/euupdates/ 
respectively.   
 
3.2.2 The consolidation exercise was broadly welcomed by stakeholders.  
Comments and suggested revisions to the text submitted by stakeholders 
helped form the UK’s response to earlier drafts of the Regulation.  No 
concerns were raised or comments received on specific questions on the 
possible impact of the proposal to widen the scope of the legislation in respect 
to the maximum limit for lead in milk to cover all farmed animals rather than 
the current application to cow’s milk only (letters dated 22 February, 12 April 
and 31 July refer).  However, the proposal to revise the maximum limit for 
lead in fish to bring it in line with the recently agreed CODEX limit of 0.3 
mg/kg was supported by stakeholders as was the proposal to exclude pine 
nuts from the maximum limit for cadmium in vegetables and fruit until further 
data was available.  No comments were received on the new nitrate sampling 
guidelines.  A concern was raised regarding limits for bran and this issue was 
addressed by the Agency as well as the Commission.  The principle behind 
the clarification of food business operators’ responsibilities under Article 2, 
dried, diluted, processed and compound foodstuffs and Article 5, specific rules 
for products which can be used for feed and food or other purposes (Annex 
B.3 refers) was broadly accepted. 
 
 
4 OPTIONS 
 
4.1 The options are those discussed below 
 
Option 1 Do nothing – make no provisions for the execution and enforcement 
of Commission Regulations [XXX/2006], [XXX/2006] and [XXX/2006].  
Enforcement authorities would continue to use the Contaminants in Food 
(England) Regulations 2006. 
 
Option 2 - make provision for the execution and enforcement of the new 
Commission Regulations under The Contaminants in Food (England) 
Regulations 2007.  This will make failure to comply with the relevant 
Community requirements an offence under domestic law, and provide 
enforcement authorities with the powers to take samples and request the 
analysis of foodstuffs to check compliance with the new EC legislation and to 
take appropriate action where foodstuffs are found to be non-compliant.  
Similar Regulations would be introduced in Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. 
 
 

http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2006/jul/contaminants
http://www.food.gov.uk/foodindustry/regulation/europeleg/euupdates/


5. COSTS AND BENEFITS 
 
5.1 Sectors and Groups Affected 
 
The purpose of the draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007 is 
to give effect to EC measures which aim to provide an increased level of food 
safety for consumers by setting maximum levels for certain contaminants in a 
wide range of foodstuffs and to provide a harmonised approach to 
enforcement.  Consequently they apply to enforcement authorities and all 
businesses involved in the food sector.   
 
5.1.2 Impact on Race Equality 
 
The draft Regulations are not considered to have any race equality impacts. 
 
5.1.3 Impact on Sustainability 
 
The draft Regulations will not have a specific impact on sustainability.  
However, these issues are taken into consideration during the negotiations 
and consultations, and limits are set at a level which balances the ability of 
businesses to provide the items subject to limits with a continued high level of 
consumer health protection, consumer confidence in the safety of the UK food 
chain and consumer choice.  Where a problem is identified such as the 
original maximum limit for cadmium in swordfish or the proposed limit for PAH 
in bivalve molluscs (where limits excluded products from the market whilst 
providing little apparent benefit in food safety; see RIA for The Contaminants 
in Food (England) Regulation 2005 for details) the limits are revised to a more 
appropriate and proportionate level.    
 
5.2 Analysis of Costs and Benefits 
 
   
The potential impact on the public sector and on the Government is discussed 
below. 
 
 
Option 1: Costs and Benefits 
 
5.2.1 Costs 
 
Commission Regulations are directly applicable in Member States from the 
date that they take effect and the UK agreed to the measures after 
consultation during the negotiating stages.  The UK has a legal obligation to 
ensure that provisions are in place providing for their enforcement.  The draft 
Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007 has been developed for 
this purpose.  To do nothing will incur infraction proceedings on the UK from 
the EC.  To follow this option will also hamper enforcement authorities 
carrying out their duties to protect public safety. 
 
 



 
5.2.2 Benefits 
 
This option represents the status quo.  Therefore there would be no 
incremental benefits from following this option.  
 
 
Option 2 Costs and Benefits 
 
5.2.3 Costs 
 
Food business operators have general responsibilities and should already be 
taking all reasonable precautions such as carrying out checks, for example 
applying Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) principles which are 
risk based or sourcing foodstuffs from suppliers that are accredited and/or 
complying with the various industry standards of Quality Control and 
Assurance Schemes, to ensure compliance with general food law (Regulation 
(EC) 178/2002 and The Food Safety Act 1990) requirements.  Enforcement 
authorities should be carrying out checks to ensure compliance with food 
safety requirements as part of their official control responsibilities.  
 
Food Businesses 
 
No comments on the specific additional costs to food business operators 
(FBOs) and enforcement authorities arising from these Regulations were 
received by the Agency during the informal consultation.  The main aim of the 
new Commission Regulation is to simplify the application of the legislation by 
consolidating Regulation 466/2001 which has been amended 18 times as new 
contaminants and/or new limits and food commodities or revised limits and 
commodities are adopted.   
 
Do you agree with our estimates above?  In addition we would be 
grateful for any views and comments from enforcement bodies 
including Public Analysts.  
 
 
Commission Regulation [XXX/2006] consolidates and replaces existing EC 
measures on maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs.  The 
potential costs of analysis for the contaminants specified in the new 
Regulation were discussed in detail in earlier RIAs (Annex B.1).  However, it 
should be noted that although food business operators and enforcement 
authorities should be carrying out checks to ensure compliance with the 
Commission measures, neither Commission Regulation [XXX/2006] nor the 
allied enforcement sampling and analysis Regulations and Directives 
prescribe the number of checks that should be carried out.  This is at the 
discretion of the operators and enforcement authorities.  During the 
consultations throughout the negotiations, the Agency received no information 
on the potential costs to industry and enforcement authorities arising from the 
new Commission Regulations. 
 



 
 
5.2.4 Benefits 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulation 2007 will continue to 
ensure a high level of consumer health protection by providing enforcement 
authorities with the necessary provisions for the enforcement of the maximum 
levels set under Commission Regulation [XXX/2006].   
 
The consolidation and replacement of Regulation 466/2001 as amended has 
been broadly welcomed by stakeholders as it goes some way to simplifying 
the impact on industry when applying the legislation.  The new enforcement 
sampling and analysis Regulation [XXX/2006] takes account of the new EC 
measures for dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs which are not covered by the 
existing legislation (Directive 2002/69/EC) and consequently do not fall under 
the Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2006.  
 
Additionally, the new sampling and analysis of nitrate Regulation [XXX/2006] 
will allow control laboratories to use methods of analysis for nitrate that will 
enable levels of performance to be compared.  These new procedures are not 
currently covered by Directive 2002/69/EC so reliability of nitrate analysis 
under the new Regulations is more robust. 
 
The Agency believes that for businesses there will be a benefit from having to 
spend less time reading the consolidated Regulation.  The Agency has been 
advised that it currently takes internal experts in food businesses two hours to 
read and understand the current EC measures and the Contaminants in Food 
(England) Regulations 2006 (SI 2006 No 1464) at a total cost of £36.00 per 
business.  The new regulation will only take one hour to read and understand 
a saving of one hour or £18 for each business.  Such businesses may 
represent a tiny and unknown proportion of the 346,000 food businesses as 
defined in Regulation 178/2002. 
 
Do you agree with our estimates above? 
 
An Administrative Burdens Measurement Exercise carried out across 
Government in 2005 measured the administrative burden of regulations in 
force at May 2005.  The exercise did not identify any administrative burden on 
business arising from either the Commission Regulations or the Contaminants 
in Food (England) Regulations 2004.  We believe that the consolidated 
regulations impose no administrative costs beyond that already incurred 
during the normal course of business.  
 
 
We would be grateful for your views on whether this is correct.  If you 
believe that there will be additional administrative costs to business as a 
result of this consolidation we would be grateful if you would let us 
know what these are and how they will be incurred. 
 
 



6 SMALL FIRMS IMPACT TEST 
 
6.1 Stakeholders including the Small Business Service, the Federation of 
Small Businesses and the British Chamber of Commerce were consulted 
throughout the negotiations on the EC measures.  No comments on the 
Commission’s proposals were received from these organisations.  The 
obligation to provide safe food in compliance with food law applies equally to 
all food business operators regardless of size.   
 
 
7 COMPETITION ASSESSMENT 
 
7.1 The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007 apply to 
all businesses involved in the food industry and enforcement authorities.  A 
competition filter has been completed.  Given that no additional costs to 
businesses from the enforcement of the limits set under Commission 
Regulation XXX/2006 have been identified during the negotiations on the 
Commission measures, there are no anticipated effects on competition.   
 
 
8 ENFORCEMENT AND SANCTIONS 
 
8.1 Enforcement 
 
Local Authorities and Port Health Authorities are responsible for enforcing 
Food Safety Regulations 
 
8.2 Sanctions 
 
Local Authorities and Port Health Authorities will be responsible for enforcing 
the Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007.  A fine not exceeding 
level 5 on the standard scale will apply in the case of breaches of the main 
offences of placing contaminated food on the market, using contaminated 
food in the manufacture of other foodstuffs, or chemically detoxifying food 
containing mycotoxins (regulation 3). 
 
 
9 IMPLEMENTATION AND DELIVERY PLAN 
To be completed after the consultation 
 
 
10 POST IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW 
To be completed after the consultation 
 
 
11 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION 
To be completed after the consultation 
 
 
12 DECLARATION AND PUBLICATION 



To be completed after the consultation 
 
Contact Point: 
 
Barry Walters 
Food Standards Agency 
Chemical Safety Division 
Room 707C 
Aviation House 
125 Kingsway 
London  WC2B 6NH 
 
Tel: 0207 276 8711 
Fax: 0207 276 8717 
E-mail: barry.walters@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk

mailto:barry.walters@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk


ANNEX B.1 
 

 
 
LIST OF RELEVANT RIAs 
 
 
Consultation on: 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2006 (April 2006) 
 
Commission Regulation 856/2005 setting maximum limits for Fusarium toxins 
in certain foodstuffs 
Commission Regulation 199/2006 setting maximum limits for the sum of 
dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in certain foodstuffs 
Commission Regulation 401/2006 laying down the methods for sampling and 
analysis for the official control of aflatoxins, ochratoxin A, patulin and 
Fusarium toxins 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) (Amendment) Regulations 
2005 (September 2004) 
 
Commission Regulation 655/2004 setting a maximum limit for nitrates in foods 
for infants and young children 
Commission Regulation 683/2004 setting a maximum limit for aflatoxins and 
ochratoxin A in foods for infants and young children 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2005 (July 2005) 
 
Commission Regulation 78/2005 amending the lists of fish species covered by 
the maximum limits for lead, cadmium and mercury and revising the limit for 
lead in tuna and cadmium in swordfish 
Commission Regulation 123/2005 setting maximum limits for ochratoxin A in 
wine, coffee and grape juices 
Commission Regulation 208/2005 setting maximum limits for polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (specifically benzo(a)pyrene) in certain foodstuffs 
Commission Regulation 1822/2005 extending the derogation period for nitrate 
in fresh spinach and fresh lettuce in certain Member States 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2004 (June 2004) 
 
Commission Regulation 1425/2003 setting maximum limits for patulin in 
certain foodstuffs 
Commission Regulation 2174/2003 setting maximum limits for aflatoxins in 
raw maize 
Commission Regulation 242/2004 setting maximum limits for inorganic tin in 
canned foodstuffs, canned beverages and canned infant and baby foods 
Commission Regulation 684/2004 extending the derogation period for dioxins 
in free range and semi intensive eggs 
 



The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2003 (February 
2003) 
 
Commission Directive 2002/69/EC laying down the sampling methods and the 
methods of analysis for the official control of dioxins and the determination of 
dioxin-like PCBs in foodstuffs 
 
The draft Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2002 (March 
2002) 
 
Commission Regulation 466/2001 setting maximum limits for aflatoxins, 
ochratoxin A, lead, cadmium, mercury, nitrate and 3-MCPD and allied 
enforcement sampling and analysis Directives 
Commission Regulation 221/2001 amending Regulation 466/2001 in regards 
to the maximum limit for lead in bivalve molluscs and revising the list of fish 
species covered by the maximum limits for heavy metals 
Council Regulation 2375/2001 amending Regulation 466/2001 as regards 
setting maximum limits for dioxins 
Commission Regulation 472/2002 setting maximum limits for aflatoxins in 
spices (consultation carried out in July 2002) 
Commission Regulation 472/2002 setting maximum limits for ochratoxin A in 
certain foodstuffs (consultation carried out in December 2001) 



ANNEX B.2 
 
 
Summary of Health Effects 
 
MYCOTOXINS 
 
Aflatoxins 
Aflatoxins are toxic compounds produced by species of moulds/fungi of the 
genus Aspergillus; mould species that grow in warm humid conditions.  
Aflatoxin B1, the most toxic aflatoxin, is a potent carcinogen in laboratory 
animals and there is evidence that it is a genotoxic human carcinogen i.e. it 
can cause cancer by reacting with genetic material.  Aflatoxins occur mainly in 
commodities imported from third countries, in particular groundnuts (peanuts), 
edible nuts and their products, dried figs and dried fig products, spices, and 
maize.   
 
Fusarium Toxins 
Fusarium toxins belong to a group of chemicals called mycotoxins, produced 
by mould species that grow in temperate climates with lower temperatures 
and humidity.  There are a variety of Fusarium fungi, which produce a number 
of different mycotoxins of the class of trichothecenes such as deoxynivalenol 
(DON), T-2 toxin and HT-2 toxin as well as other toxins such as zearalenone 
and fumonisins. The Fusarium fungi are commonly found on cereals grown in 
the temperate regions of America, Europe and Asia. Several of the toxin-
producing Fusarium fungi are capable of producing to a variable degree two 
or more of these toxins. Fusarium species infect the grain pre-harvest 
although toxin production may also take place during storage of improperly 
dried grain. 
 
Patulin 
Patulin is a toxic compound produced by a number of fungi/mould species in 
the genera Penicillium, Aspergillus and Byssochlamys of which Penicillium 
expansum is probably the most commonly encountered species.  Patulin has 
been found as a contaminant in many mouldy fruits, vegetables, cereals and 
other foods, however, the major sources of contamination are apples and 
apple products.  There is no clear evidence that patulin is carcinogenic, 
however, it has been shown to cause immunotoxic effects and is neurotoxic in 
animals. 
 
Ochratoxin A 
Ochratoxin A belongs to a group of chemicals called mycotoxins and is 
produced by Aspergillus ochraceus, a mould species that grows in warm 
humid conditions.  The toxin is also produced by Penicillium verrucosum, 
which generally favours temperate climates with lower temperatures and 
humidity.  Ochratoxin A is found as a contaminant in a wide range of 
commodities and surveys have indicated that cereals, cereal products and 
dried vine fruit are the biggest contributors to ochratoxin A intake in the UK 
diet.  However, other commodities can also be affected including coffee and 
coffee products, wine, grape juice, beer, cocoa and cocoa products and 



spices.  It has also been detected in food products from non-ruminant animals 
exposed to ochratoxin A from animal feed.  Ochratoxin A has been implicated 
as a cause of kidney damage in humans and in addition has been shown to 
cause renal toxicity, nephropathy and immuno-suppression in several animal 
species. 
 
PROCESS CHEMICAL CONTAMINANTS 
 
3-MCPD 
Chloropropanols are a group of chemical contaminants.  The most commonly 
identified of these in food is 3-MCPD.  3-MCPD has most frequently been 
found at high levels in soy sauces and the savoury food ingredient, acid-
hydrolysed vegetable protein (acid-HVP).  It has also been quantified at low 
levels in many foods and food ingredients as a result of processing.  3-MCPD 
can cause cancer in laboratory animals when fed large amounts over their 
lifetime.  3-MCPD could potentially have similar effects in humans.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMICAL CONTAMINANTS 
 
Cadmium 
Cadmium is a cumulative contaminant, which can affect kidney function.  It 
may also induce skeletal damage and reproductive deficiencies.  It cannot be 
excluded that cadmium acts as a human carcinogen.  Cadmium is present at 
low concentrations in most foods, with those that are consumed in larger 
quantities making the greatest contribution to the dietary exposure.  There has 
been little change in the dietary exposure of the general UK population to 
cadmium over the last 20 years. 
 
Dioxins and PCBs 
The term dioxins refers to two groups of closely related compounds, 
individually referred to as congeners.  There are 75 polychlorinated dibenzo-
p-dioxins (PCDDs) and 135 polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDFs).  Dioxins 
have developmental effects on young children and are believed to disrupt the 
endocrine systems in humans and wildlife.  Of the PCDD and PCDF groups, 
17 are of toxicological concern.  One of the compounds, 2,3,7,8-
tetrachlordibenzo-p- dioxin (TCDD) may cause cancer in humans and also 
has endometriosis, neurobehavioural and immunosurpressive effects.  
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are a group of 209 different congeners.  A 
few exhibit toxicological properties similar to dioxins and are therefore 
described as being ‘dioxin-like’.  Emissions of dioxins and PCBs into the 
environment have reduced by about 70% over the past 10 years and average 
adult dietary intakes by 87% between 1982 and 2001.  However these 
contaminants do not degrade easily and so continue to be widespread in the 
environment.  They tend to bio-accumulate and are generally present at low 
concentrations in most foods especially fat containing foods such as milk, 
meat, fish and eggs.   
 
Lead 
Lead absorption may constitute a serious risk to public health.  It is a 
cumulative poison, which may induce reduced cognitive development and 



intellectual performance in children and increased blood pressure and 
cardiovascular diseases in adults.  Food is one of the major sources of lead 
exposure in the UK.  However, due to the commitment by the UK and the 
Commission to reduce lead exposure (e.g. the phase-out of leaded petrol, 
controls on industrial emissions) there has been a steady decrease in the 
population dietary exposure to lead since 1980.  Lead levels in food now 
largely reflect background environmental levels. 
 
Mercury 
 
Mercury compounds are neurotoxins, which may induce alterations in the 
normal development of the brain in infants and at higher levels may induce 
neurological changes in adults.  The main sources of exposure to mercury are 
from the diet and dental amalgam.  Mercury is present in most foods naturally.  
It can exist in inorganic and organic forms in food, with the organic forms, 
such as methyl mercury, being more toxic following ingestion.    
 
Nitrate 
Nitrate (NO3

-) is a form of nitrogen (N) that is found naturally in soil, water and 
food. During the nitrogen cycle, bacteria convert nitrogen to nitrate, which is 
taken up by plants and incorporated into plant tissues.  It is therefore a natural 
component in all fruit and vegetables, especially green leafy vegetables such 
as lettuce and spinach, which contain relatively high concentrations compared 
to other foods, and may constitute a significant source of nitrate to the 
consumer.  Nitrate per se is of relatively low toxicity and has no immediate 
effect on health, even at the highest levels found in foods.  The potential risks 
to human health therefore come from its conversion to nitrite, which can 
cause a form of anaemia, especially in infants and young children.  There is 
also uncertainty about the potential formation of nitrosocompounds, which in 
the long-term could be linked to increased risk of gastric cancer. 
 
PAH 
PAHs are a group of lipophilic chemicals (i.e. chemicals that build up in the 
fatty parts of, for example fish, livestock and humans) that are present widely 
in the environment as pollutants.  Some PAHs, in particular BaP, have been 
shown to be genotoxic carcinogens (i.e. interact directly with the genetic 
material in the cell).  Humans are exposed to a mixture of PAHs from air, food 
and drinking water, as well as from tobacco smoke.  The principal sources of 
PAHs in the atmosphere are combusted fossil fuels, burnt refuse, coke ovens 
and vehicle emissions.  PAHs can also be formed directly in foods by smoking 
or when freshly harvested wet seed, from which vegetable oils are produced, 
is direct dried e.g. by smoking processes.  Smoked and grilled food may 
contribute significantly to the intake of PAHs if such foods are part of the usual 
diet.  
 
OTHER 
 
Tin 
High concentrations of tin in food irritate the digestive tract and may cause 
stomach upsets in sensitive people at tin concentrations above 200 mg/kg, 



with some increased risk of effects at concentrations above 250 mg/kg.  
These effects, the symptoms of which include fever, headache, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal cramps and bloating are short-term with 
recovery expected soon after exposure.  There are no long-term health effects 
associated with occasional intakes from tin in the diet even at the higher level. 
Most foods contain very low concentrations of tin, usually below 10 mg/kg.  
However, canned foods can contain higher concentrations, which may 
increase with time as a result of the gradual dissolution into the food of the tin 
coating used on the inside of some food cans to protect the steel body of the 
can from corrosion.  As a consequence, canned foods make the biggest 
contribution to dietary intakes of tin.   



ANNEX B.3 
 
 

SUMMARY OF KEY CHANGES 
 
ARTICLES 
 
Article 2: Dried, diluted, processed and compound foodstuffs 

• The specific concentration or dilution factors shall be provided and 
justified by the food business operator.   

 
Article 5: Specific rules for products which can be used for feed and 
food or other purposes 

• Groundnuts, derived products thereof and cereals must be clearly 
labelled indicating their intended use. 

 
ANNEX: maximum levels for certain foodstuffs 
 
Section 2: Mycotoxins 
 
i) Deoxynivalenol 

• Limits now apply to cereal bran marketed for direct human 
consumption and germ 

 
ii) Zearalenone 

• Limits now apply to cereal bran marketed for direct human 
consumption and germ 

 
Section 3: Heavy Metals 
 
i) Lead 

• Milk – extended from just cow’s milk to cover all farm animals 
• Muscle meat of fish – all species now fall under one limit of 300 µg/kg 

instead of 200 or 400 according to species. 
 
ii) Cadmium 

• Liver and kidney – extended to include horse 
• Vegetables and fruit – pine nuts are excluded 

 
Section 5: Dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs 

• Meat and meat products – farmed game now excluded 
• Liver & derived products, and fat – limit applies only to  bovines, sheep, 

poultry, pigs 
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The Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007 

Made - - - - 2007

Laid before Parliament 2007 

Coming into force - -  2007 

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sections 16(1)(a), (e) and (f), 17(2), 26(1)(a), (2)(e) and (3), and 48(1) of the Food Safety Act 
1990(2), and now vested in her(3). 

In accordance with section 48(4A) of that Act, she has had regard to relevant advice given by the 
Food Standards Agency. 

As required by Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the 
European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety(4), there has 
been open and transparent public consultation during the preparation and evaluation of these 
Regulations. 

Title, application and commencement 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007, 
apply in relation to England only and come into force on [——] 2007. 

Interpretation 

2.—(1) In these Regulations — 
“the Act” means the Food Safety Act 1990; 

                                            
(2) 1990 c. 16. 
(3) Functions formerly exercisable by “the Ministers” (being, in relation to England and Wales 
and acting jointly, the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Secretaries of State 
respectively concerned with health in England and food and health in Wales and, in relation to 
Scotland, the Secretary of State) are now exercisable in relation to England by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to paragraph 8 of Schedule 5 to the Food Standards Act 1999 (1999 c. 28).  Those functions, 
so far as exercisable in relation to Wales, were transferred to the National Assembly for Wales by 
S.I. 1999/672 as read with section 40(3) of the 1999 Act.  Those functions, so far as exercisable in 
relation to Scotland, were transferred to the Scottish Ministers by section 53 of the Scotland Act 1998 
(1998 c. 46) as read with section 40(2) of the 1999 Act.  Section 17(1) was amended by paragraph 
12(a), section 17(2) by paragraph 12(b) and section 48 by paragraph 21, of Schedule 5 to the 1999 Act. 
(4) OJ No. L31, 1.2.2002, p.1. That Regulation was last amended by Commission Regulation 
(EC) No. 575/2006  (OJ No. L100, 8.4.2006, p.3).



“authorised lettuce” means lettuce of the kind specified in point 1.3 of section 1 of  the Annex 
to the Commission Regulation which complies with the conditions of the derogation under 
Article 7(2) in relation to the United Kingdom; 
“authorised officer” means any person who is authorised in writing, either generally or 
specifically, by a food authority or as the case may be a port health authority to act in matters 
arising under these Regulations; 
“authorised spinach” means spinach of the kind specified in point 1.1 of section 1 of the 
Annex to the Commission Regulation which complies with the conditions of the derogation 
under Article 7(1) in relation to the United Kingdom; 
“the Commission Regulation” means Commission Regulation (EC) No.[—/2006] setting 
maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs;  
“food authority” does not include the appropriate Treasurer referred to in section 5(1)(c) of the 
Act (which deals with the Inner Temple and the Middle Temple) nor a port health authority; 
“port health authority” means — 
(a) in relation to the London port health district (within the meaning given to that phrase for 

the purposes of the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984(5) by section 7(1) of that 
Act), the Common Council of the City of London; and 

(b) in relation to any port health district constituted by order under section 2(3) of the 
Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984, a port health authority for that district 
constituted by order under section 2(4) of that Act. 

(2) Any other expression used in these Regulations and in the Commission Regulation has the 
same meaning in these Regulations as it bears in the Commission Regulation. 

(3) Any reference to a numbered Article is a reference to the Article so numbered in the 
Commission Regulation. 

Offences, penalties and savings 

3.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (5) and to the transitional arrangements contained in 
Article 11, a person is guilty of an offence if he contravenes or fails to comply with the 
Community provisions specified in paragraph (2). 

(2) The provisions mentioned in paragraph (1) are — 
(a) Article 1(1), (prohibition on the placing on the market of foodstuffs containing 

contaminants in excess of prescribed limits), as read with Article 4 in the case of 
groundnuts, nuts, dried fruit and maize; 

(b) Article 3 (prohibitions on use, mixing and detoxification). 
(3) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the placing on the market of authorised lettuce or authorised 

spinach. 
(4) Anyone convicted of an offence under paragraph (1) is liable on summary conviction to a 

fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale. 
(5) Notwithstanding the revocation of the Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2006(6), 

the transitional arrangements referred to in regulation 3(1) of  those Regulations shall apply to an 
offence under these Regulations in like manner as they applied to an offence under those 
Regulations. 

Enforcement and competent authorities 

4.—(1) It shall be the duty of each food authority within its area and each port health authority 
within its district to execute and enforce these Regulations and the Commission Regulation. 

                                            
(5) 1984 c. 22. 
(6) S.I. 2006/1464 



(2) The competent authority for the purposes of Article 2 is the authority having the duty to 
enforce under paragraph (1). 

Application of various sections of the Food Safety Act 1990 

5.—(1) The following provisions of the Act shall apply for the purposes of these Regulations 
with the modification that any reference in those provisions to the Act or Part thereof shall be 
construed as a reference to these Regulations — 

(a) section 3 (presumptions that food intended for human consumption); 
(b) section 20 (offences due to fault of another person); 
(c) section 21 (defence of due diligence), as it applies for the purpose of section 14 or 15; 
(d) section 30(8) (which relates to documentary evidence); 
(e) section 33(1) (obstruction etc. of officers); 
(f) section 33(2), with the modification that the reference to “any such requirement as is 

mentioned in subsection (1)(b) above” shall be deemed to be a reference to any such 
requirement as is mentioned in section 33(1)(b) as applied by sub–paragraph (e); 

(g) section 35(1) (punishment of offences), in so far as it relates to offences under 
section 33(1) as applied by sub–paragraph (e); 

(h) section 35(2) and (3), in so far as it relates to offences under section 33(2) as applied by 
sub–paragraph (f); 

(i) section 36 (offences by bodies corporate); 
(j) section 36A (offences by Scottish partnerships); and 
(k) section 44 (protection of officers acting in good faith). 

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), section 9 of the Act (inspection and seizure of suspected food) shall 
apply for the purposes of these Regulations as if it read as follows — 

“9.—(1) An authorised officer of a food authority may at all reasonable times inspect any 
food intended for human consumption which has been placed on the market and 
subsections (2) to (7) below shall apply where, on such an inspection, it appears to the 
authorised officer that the placing on the market of any food fails to comply with the  
requirements specified in regulation 3(2)(a) of the Contaminants in Food (England) 
Regulations 2007 as read with regulation 3(3) and (5) of those Regulations and with Article 
11 of the Commission Regulation, (“the Community requirements”). 

(2) The authorised officer may either — 
(a) give notice to the person in charge of the food that, until the notice is withdrawn, 

the food or any specified portion of it — 
 (i) is not to be used for human consumption, and 
 (ii) either is not to be removed or is to be removed to a place at which there are 

facilities to carry out sampling in the manner required by Article 8 of the 
Commission Regulation; or 

(b) seize the food and remove it in order to have it dealt with by a justice of the peace. 
(3) Where the authorised officer exercises the power conferred by subsection (2)(a) 

above, he shall, as soon as is reasonably practicable and in any event within 21 days, 
determine whether or not he is satisfied that the food complies with the Community 
requirements , as appropriate and — 

(a) if he is so satisfied, shall forthwith withdraw the notice; 
(b) if he is not so satisfied, shall seize the food and remove it in order to have it dealt 

with by a justice of the peace. 
(4) Where an authorised officer exercises the powers conferred by subsection (2)(b) or 

(3)(b) above, he shall inform the person in charge of the food of his intention to have it 
dealt with by a justice of the peace and — 



(a) any person who in connection with regulation 3(2)(a) of the above Regulations 
might be liable to a prosecution in respect of the food shall, if he attends before the 
justice of the peace by whom the food falls to be dealt with, be entitled to be heard 
and to call witnesses; and 

(b) that justice of the peace may, but need not, be a member of the court before which 
any person is proceeded against for an offence in connection with 
regulation 3(2)(a) of the above Regulations in relation to that food. 

(5) If it appears to a justice of the peace, on the basis of such evidence as he considers 
appropriate in the circumstances, that any food falling to be dealt with by him under this 
section fails to comply with the Community requirements he shall condemn the food and 
order — 

(a) the food to be destroyed or to be so disposed of as to prevent it from being used for 
human consumption; and 

(b) any expenses reasonably incurred in connection with the destruction or disposal to 
be defrayed by the owner of the food. 

(6) If a notice under subsection (2)(a) above is withdrawn, or the justice of the peace by 
whom any food falls to be dealt with under this section refuses to condemn it, the food 
authority shall compensate the owner of the food for any depreciation in its value resulting 
from the action taken by the authorised officer. 

(7) Any disputed question as to the right to or the amount of any compensation payable 
under subsection (6) above shall be determined by arbitration. 

(8) Any person who knowingly contravenes the requirements of a notice under  
subsection (2)(a) above shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.”. 

(3) The expressions “authorised officer”, “food authority”, “placing on the market”, “the 
Commission Regulation” which are used in section 9 of the Act so far as it applies for the 
purposes of these Regulations by virtue of paragraph (2), shall, for those purposes, bear the 
meanings that those expressions respectively bear in these Regulations. 

Consequential amendment 

6. In Schedule 1 (provisions to which those Regulations do not apply) to the Food Safety 
(Sampling and Qualifications) Regulations 1990(7) in so far as they apply in relation to England, 
for the entry relating to the Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2006 there is substituted 
the following entry — 
 

“The Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2007 (to the 
extent that a sample falls to be prepared and analysed in accordance 
with the Commission Regulation as that expression is defined in 
those Regulations) 

S.I. 2007/  .” 

Revocations 

7. The Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2006 are revoked. 
 
Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Health
 Caroline Flint
 Minister of State
2007 Department of Health

                                            
(7) S.I. 1990/2463; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 1999/1603 and S.I. 2004/3062. 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

1. These Regulations, which apply in relation to England only, revoke and re-enact with changes 
the Contaminants in Food (England) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/1464)(“the 2006 Regulations”).  
They make provision for the execution and enforcement of Commission Regulation (EC) No. [—
]/2006 setting maximum levels for contaminants in foodstuffs (OJ No. L —) (“the Commission 
Regulation”).  The Commission Regulation consolidates and makes further amendments to the 
provisions formerly contained in Commission Regulation (EC) No. 466/2001. 

2. The Regulations — 
(a) provide that it is an offence, (except in certain cases relating to food placed on the market 

before a date given in specified Community legislation) — 
(i) to place on the market certain foods if they contain contaminants of any kind 

specified in the Commission Regulation at levels exceeding those specified (subject 
to a derogation applicable to certain types of lettuce and to fresh spinach), 

(ii) to use food containing such contaminants at such levels as ingredients in the 
production of certain foods, 

(iii) to mix foods that do not comply with the maximum levels referred to above with 
foods which do comply, 

(iv) to mix foods to which the Commission Regulation relates and which are intended for 
direct consumption or as food ingredients with foods to which the Commission 
Regulation relates and which are intended to be sorted or otherwise treated prior to 
consumption, or 

(v) to detoxify by chemical treatment food containing mycotoxins in excess of the limits 
specified in the Commission Regulation (regulation 3); 

(b) specify the enforcement authorities (regulation 4); 
(c) provide for the application of specified provisions of the Food Safety Act 1990 for the 

purposes of these Regulations (regulation 5); 
(d) make a consequential amendment to the Food Safety (Sampling and Qualifications) 

Regulations 1990 in so far as they apply in relation to England (regulation 6), the effect 
being to disapply the sampling and analysis provisions of those Regulations only to the 
extent that those matters are regulated by the Community instruments mentioned in 
paragraph 3(a) to (f) below. 

3. The Commission Regulation specifies the Community methods of sampling and analysis that 
are required to be used for the official control of levels of the substances covered by it.  Those 
methods are set out in — 

(a) Commission Directive 2001/22/EC laying down the sampling methods and the methods 
of analysis for the official control of the levels of lead, cadmium, mercury and 3-MCPD 
in foodstuffs (OJ No. L77, 16.3.2001, p.14), as corrected by Commission Decision 
2001/873/EC (OJ No. L325, 8.12.2001, p.34), and as amended by Commission Directive 
2005/4/EC (OJ No. L19, 21.1.2005, p.50); 

(b) Commission Directive 2004/16/EC laying down the sampling methods and the methods 
of analysis for the official control of the levels of tin in canned foods (OJ No. L42, 
13.2.2004, p.16); 

(c) Commission Directive 2005/10/EC laying down the sampling methods and the methods 
of analysis for the official control of the levels of benzo(a)pyrene in foodstuffs (OJ No. 
L34, 8.2.2005, p.15), and 

(d) Commission Regulation (EC) No. 401/2006 laying down the methods of sampling and 
analysis for the official control of the levels of mycotoxins in foodstuffs (OJ No. L 70, 
9.3.2006, p.12); 



(e) Commission Regulation (EC) No. [—]/2006 laying down methods of sampling and 
analysis for the official control of levels of nitrates in certain foodstuffs (OJ No. L 

(f) Commission Regulation (EC) No. [—]/2006 laying down methods of sampling and 
analysis for the official control of levels of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in certain 
foodstuffs. 

4. A full regulatory impact assessment of the effect that this instrument will have on the costs of 
business has been prepared and placed in the Library of each of the Houses of Parliament.  Copies 
may be obtained from the Chemical Safety Division of the Food Standards Agency, Aviation 
House, 125 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NH. 
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Freeworld Trading Ltd. 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Information Bureau 
Fresh Produce Consortium (UK) 
Friends of the Earth UK Ltd 
Fruit Preparation Manufacturers Association 
(FPMA) 
 
G 
G Costa & Co 
G Garrat & Sons Ltd. 
Gala Coffee & Tea Limited 
Geest Plc 
General Foods Group 
General Mills Europe Ltd 
Gerber Foods 
Gin & Vodka Association of Great Britain 
Glanbia Cheese Ltd 
Glanbia Consumer Meats 
Glanbia Food Service 
Glanbia Foods Ltd 
Glanbia Milk Ltd 
Glasgow Caledonian University 
Gloucester (PHLS South West) 
Gold Crown Foods Limited 
Golden Wonder 



Good Housekeeping Institute 
GR Micro Ltd 
Grain & Feed Trade Association (GAFTA) 
Granovita UK Ltd 
Greenangle Ltd 
Greencore Group 
Greens Flour Mills Ltd. 
Greyling 
Griffith Laboratories Ltd 
Grimsby Fish Dock Enterprises Ltd 
Guiness Suplies 
 
H 
H Cotterell 
H J Heinz Co Ltd 
H R Higgins (Coffee-Man) Ltd 
Hall Farm Merchants Ltd. 
Halliwell Landau 
Hamman and Associates 
Hampshire Scientific Services 
Handels- und Unweltschutzlaboratorium 
Hapico 
Harper Adams University College 
Harrods Ltd 
Hawkins 
Hayman Horticultural Consultancy 
Hazlewood Foods Ltd 
Health Food Manufacturers Association 
(HFMA) 
Heinz Co Ltd 
Herbert Smith Solicitors 
Hereford & Worcester Scientific Services 
Hereford (PHLS South West) 
Heygates Ltd 
HG Millard Ltd 
HGCA 
Hipp UK Ltd 
Holland & Barrett 
Holland & Barrett Retail Ltd 
Home Grown Cereals Authority 
Home Grown Fruits Ltd 
Hong Kong Economic & Trade office 
Horticulture Development Council 
Horticulture Research International 
Hotel Catering & Institutional Management 
Assoc 
House of Commons Library 
Housing & Consumer Protection Dept 
HP Bulmer Holdings Ltd 
Hull (PHLS North) 
Huntingdon Life Sciences 
Huntingdon Research Association 
Hurstwood Farm, The Hurst Crouch   
Hyperactive Childrens Support Group 
 
I 
IACR-Rothamsted 
Ice Cream Alliance Ltd. 
Ice Fresh Foods Ltd 
Iceland Frozen Foods PLC 

ICI Agrochemicals 
ICS Occupational Health 
IGD 
ILS Ltd 
IMKO The Nut Company 
Imperial Chemical Industries Plc 
Imperial College 
Independent Food Retailers Confederation 
Independent Milk Producers and Processors 
Independent Toxicologist 
Infant & Dietetic Foods Association (IDFA) 
Information Centre 
Institute of Grocery Distribution 
Institute for Environment & Health 
Institute of Brewing and Distilling 
Institute of British Bakers Ltd 
Institute of Chemical Engineers 
Institute of Food Research 
Institute of Food Science & Technology 
Institute of Grocery Distribution (IGD) 
Institute of Master Bakers Ltd 
Institute of Trading Standards Administration 
Institution of Chemical Engineers 
Institute of Food Research 
Int Food Hygiene 
International Brewer’s Guild 
International Coffee Organisation 
International Food Hygiene Magazine 
International Food Information Service 
International General Produce Association 
International Laboratory Services Ltd 
International Meat Trade Association of 
Butchers 
International Mycological Institute 
International Pectin Producers Association 
International Strategic Alliances Ltd 
Ipswich Borough Council 
Irish Yogurts Ltd 
ISP Alginates 
ITRI 
 
J 
J A Sharwood and Co 
J Bibby Agriculture Ltd 
J J Barker Ltd 
J L Moore & Sons of Darlington 
J Pao and Co Ltd 
J Sainsbury Plc 
Jacobs Bakery Group 
James Bowman & Sons Ltd. 
James White Drinks 
JJ Baker (Southfleet) Ltd 
John West Foods Ltd 
Johnson Fresh Products Ltd 
Joint Food Service Industry Group 
 
K 
K & S Fruit Washers Limited 
Kas Mycotoxins 
Kellogg Supply Services (Europe) Ltd 



Kellogg's 
KENKO 
Kent County Council/Scientific Services 
Kentish Cobnuts Association 
Kerry Ingredients Ltd 
Kettering Laboratory Services 
Kettle foods Ltd 
Kinnersley Brothers Ltd 
Kirby & West Ltd. 
Kirdford Growers Ltd  
Kiril Mischeff 
KP Foods 
KP Nuts 
Kraft Foods International 
Kraft Jacobs Suchard  
KS Fruit Washers 
 
L 
Laboratory of the Government Chemist (LGC) 
Labtech International Ltd 
Lancashire County Council Laboratory 
Law Laboratories Ltd 
Le Lien Ltd 
Leatherhead Food International Limited 
Leeds (PHLS North) 
Leeds City Council 
Legislation & Consumer Affairs Committee, 
Anglia County Council 
Leicester (PHLS Trent) 
Leicestershire County Council 
Leivers Bros. Ltd. 
LGC LTD 
Liebside Laboratory 
Lilly Research Centre 
Lincoln (PHLS Trent) 
Lincolne Sutton & Wood Ltd 
Liverpool City Council 
Local Authorities Co-ordinators of Regulatory 
Services (LACORS) 
Local Authority Caterers Association (LACA) 
Local Government Association 
London Borough of Hackney 
London Borough of Harrow 
London Borough of Hillingdon 
London European 
London Food, Water & Environmental 
Laboratory (PHLS Thames) 
London International Group 
London Port Health Authority 
Lord Rayleigh’s Farms Limited 
Luton (PHLS East) 
Lyons Tetley Ltd 
 
M 
M & M Dairies Ltd. 
Mack Multiples Division 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
Maltsters Association of Great Britain 
Marchwood Scientific Services 
Margarine & Spreads Association (MSA) 

Mark Toney & Co. Ltd. 
Marks & Spencers Ltd 
Mars Confectionary 
Marubeni Europe Plc 
MBM Produce 
McCain Foods Limited 
McCormick (UK) Ltd 
McDougalls Foods 
MDC Foods Ltd 
Meat and Livestock Commission (MLC) 
Medical Research Centre 
Melling & Ardern Ltd 
Menstrie 
Metal Packaging Manufacturers Association 
Mexican Trade Commission 
MG Gas Products Ltd 
Mid Suffolk District Council 
Middlesbrough Council 
Middlesbrough (PHLS North) 
Milk Development Council 
Milk Marque (should this now be Milk 
Development Council) 
Minerva Scientifc Ltd 
Morrisons PLC 
Mr. Paul Anthony Taylor 
Mr. R Harris 
MRC Institute for Environment & Health 
Mushroom Growers Association 
Mycotoxin Laboratory 
 
N 
Nabisco Ltd 
Natiomnal Federation of Fisherman's 
Organisation 
National Association of British & Irish Millers 
(NABIM) 
National Association of British Market 
Authorities 
National Association of Cider Makers 
National Association of Health Stores 
National Association of Master Bakers 
National Association of Speciality Food & 
Drink Producers 
National Association of Womens Clubs 
National Beef Association 
National Cattle Association 
National Citizens Advice Bureau Council 
National Consumer Council 
National Consumer Federation (NCF) 
National Council of Women 
National Dairy Council 
National Dairymen's Assocation 
National Dried Fruit Trade Association 
National Edible Oil Distributors Association 
National Farmers Union (NFU) 
National Federation of Community 
Organisations 
National Federation of Consumer Groups 
National Federation of Fish Friers 



National Federation of Fishermen's 
Organisations 
National Federation of Food & Meat Traders 
National Federation of Womens'  Institutes 
National Food Alliance (SUSTAIN) 
National Housewives' Association 
National Market Traders’ Federation 
National Milk Laboratories 
National Peanut Council of America 
National Pharmaceutical Association 
National Starch & Chemical Ltd 
National Vegetable Society 
Natural Resources Institute 
Neasham Nurseries  
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council 
Nestle Grocery Division  
Nestle UK Ltd 
Nestle York PTC 
Neville Cradock Associates 
New England Seafood 
Newcastle (PHLS North) 
Newtec Laboratories Ltd 
Norfolk County Council Trading Standards 
North Yorkshire County Council 
Northampton General Hospital 
Northamptonshire Trading Standards 
Northern Foods Plc 
Norton Rose 
Norwich (PHLS East) 
Novis Group 
NRM 
Nut Company, the 
Nutritech 
 
O 
Oakfield Farm Products 
Oakwood Overseas Ltd 
Oldham Metropolitan Borough 
Orchard House Foods 
Orchard World Ltd 
Orchid Drinks 
Organic Herb Trading Company 
Organico RealFoods Ltd 
Organix Brands PLC 
Oxford Agricultural Trials (OAT) 
 
P 
PA Consulting Group 
PAGB 
Pasta Products Association 
Pattinson Scientific Services 
Paynes (Confy Divn/Northern Foods) 
Penguin Confectionery Ltd 
Percy Dalton (Holdings) Ltd. 
Pet Food Manufacturers' Association  
Peter Black Healthcare Ltd 
Phytopharm Plc 
Pickles and Sauces Association 
Pizza, Pasta & Italian Food Association 
Plain English Campaign 

Plymouth (PHLS South West) 
Porim (Europe) 
PORIM (Europe) 
Potato Processors Association 
Pre-Packed Flour Association 
Pre-Packed Flour Association (PPFA) 
Prepared Fish Products Association 
Prepared Fish Products Association 
Preston (PHLS North West) 
Primacy Healthcare Ltd 
Pritchit Foods 
Processed Vegetables Growers Association 
Provision Trade Federation 
Public Analyst for Devon and Cornwall 
Public Health Laboratory Service Board 
 
Q 
Quaker Oats Ltd 
Quality Milk Producers Ltd 
Quality Nuts Products Ltd 
 
R 
R Twining & Co Ltd 
Rafsanjan Pistachio Producers Cooperative 
(RPPC) 
Rank Hovis Ltd 
Rathbones Bakeries 
R-Biopharm AG 
R-Biopharm Rhone Ltd 
Readifoods Ltd 
Reading (PHLS East) 
Reading Scientific Services Limited (RSSL) 
Ready-Bake Ltd 
Real Coffee Association 
Red Flint Ltd. 
Refreshment Spectrum Ltd  
Regulatory Affairs 
Restaurant Association 
Restec Laboratories Ltd 
Retail Brands Ltd 
RGCA  
RHM Grocery 
RHM Research & Enigineering 
RHM Technology Ltd 
Rice Association 
Ringden Farm 
RKM Ingredients 
Roast & Ground Coffee Association 
Robert Hutchison Ltd. 
Robert Wiseman & Sons LTd 
Ross Biosciences 
Rother DC 
Rowntree Mackintosh Plc 
Royal Association of British Dairy Farmers 
Royal Association of British Dairy Farmers 
Royal College of  Veterinary Surgeons 
Royal College of Midwives Trust 
Royal College of Veterrinary Surgeons 
Royal Institute of Public Health & Hygiene 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society of GB 



Royal Society for the Promotion of Health 
Royal Society of Chemistry 
Royal Society of Health 
RPPC 
Ruddock & Sherratt 
 
S 
S W Trading Ltd 
SAC 
SAFE Alliance 
Safeway 
Safeway Stores plc 
Safeway Technical Operations 
Salamon & Seaber 
Salmon & Trout Association 
Salvesen Food Services  
School of Biologocal Sciences 
Scientific & Regulatory Affairs  
Scientific & Regulatory Affairs Division 
Scientific Analysis Laboratories Ltd 
Scientific Committee on Food 
Scientific Co-ordinator Europe 
SCOPA (Seed Crushers' and Oil Processors' 
Association) 
Scotch Whiskey Association 
Scotch Whisky Research Institue 
Scottish Consumer Council 
Scottish Food & Drink Federation 
Sea Fish Industry Society 
Seafish 
Seaforth Corn Mills 
Seasoning and Spice Association 
Seawing International 
Seed Crushers & Oil Producers Association 
SEFCOL Ingredients Limited 
Sefton MBC 
Seven Seas Ltd 
Sevenoaks District Council 
SGS UK Ltd 
Sheffield (PHLS Trent) 
Shellfish Association of Great Britain 
Shipton Mill Ltd 
Shoreham Port Health Authority 
Shrewsbury & Telford (PHLS Midlands) 
Sigma Associates 
Silver Trout Ltd 
Small Business Service 
Small Farmers Association 
Smithkline Beecham 
Smiths Flour Mills Head Office 
Snack, Nut & Crisps Manufacturers 
Association 
Society of Independent Brewers 
Society of Public Health 
Soil Association 
Somerfield Stores Ltd 
Somerset Scientific Services 
Somerset Trading Standards Dept. 
South Hams District Council 
Southampton (PHLS Wessex) 

Southampton City Council 
Southern Port Services (Shoreham) Ltd  
Spar (UK) Ltd 
Specialist Cheesemakers Association 
Speedibrews 
Spelthorne Borough Council 
Spice and Seasonong Association 
Spillers Foods 
Spitafields Market Tenants Association 
St Bartholomews and the Royal London 
St Ivel Ltd 
Staffordshire County Council 
Staple Dairy Products Ltd. 
State General Laboratory 
Stoke (PHLS Midlands) 
Stoke on Trent City Council 
Suffolk County Council 
Sun Valley Peanuts 
Sundora Foods Ltd 
Superdrug Stores plc 
Sustain - The Alliance for Better Food & 
Farming 
Swedish Food Adminstration & EUFIC 
Syngenta Crop Protection 
 
T 
T Choithram & Sons (Stores Ltd) 
T M Duche and Sons Ltd 
Tate & Lyle Plc 
Taylors of Harrogate 
TDL Wells Division Unit 5 
Technical Indexes Ltd 
Technical Input 
Technical Manager, McDougalls Foods Ltd 
Telford Foods Ltd  
Tepnel BioSystems Ltd 
Tesco Stores plc 
Tetley GB 
Thames & Chiltern Vineyards Association 
The Old Vicarage 
Tickle & Reynolds 
TNO BIBRA International Ltd 
Torre Fruit Farm 
Torside Farm 
Townswomen's Guild 
Trade Union Congress 
Trading Standards Institute 
Trading Standards Service, Norfolk County 
Council 
Trading Standards Services, Basildon 
Trafford 
Trebor Bassett Ltd 
Tropicana 
Truro (PHLS South West) 
Twin Trading 
 
U 
UK Agricultural Supply & Trade Assoc. Ltd 
UK Association of Frozen Food Producers 



UK Association of Manufacturers of Bakers 
Yeast 
UK Federation of Business 
UK Maize Millers Association 
UK Preserves Manufacturers Association 
Unigate Dairy Group 
Unigate Plc 
Unilever Ice Cream & Frozen Food 
Unilever Research 
United Biscuits (UK) Ltd 
United Biscuits Group Technical 
United Biscuits UK Ltd 
United Kingdom Vineyards Association 
United Milk Producers 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Unitrition 
University of Bristol 
University of Reading 
University of Surrey 
University of Sussex 
 
V 
Van den Bergh Foods 
Vegan Society 
VEGA-Vegetarian Economy & Green 
Agriculture 
Vegetable Protein Association 
Vegetarian Society (UK) Ltd 
Verner Wheelock Associates Limited 
Veterinary Laboratory Agency (VLA) 
Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) 
Voicevale Ltd 
 
W 
Waitrose Ltd 
Wakefield Metropolitan District Council 
Warner Jenkins Europe Ltd 
Warwickshire County Council 
Waterford Juices 
Waterford Juices 
Weetabix Limited 
Weetabix Ltd 
Welsh Office 
West Somerset District Council 
West Wilts District Council 
West Yorkshire Analytical Services 
West Yorkshire Trading Standards Service 
Westler Foods Limited 
Westmill Foods Ltd 
WHICH? 
Whitehall International 
Whitworth Food Group 
Whole Earth Foods Ltd 
Wholesale Confectionary & Tobacco Alliance 
Wholesale Grocers' Association of Scotland 
WI Country Markets Ltd 
William Morrison Supermarket Plc 
Wine Standards Board 
Wine& Spirit Association  
Women's Farming Union 

Women's Food & Farming Union 
Worcester Royal Infirmary 
Worcestershire Scientific Services 
Worldwide Fruit 
 
Z 
Zagros International Ltd 
Zeina Foods
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