STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1955 No. 1900
FOOD AND DRUGS
LABELLING
The Labelling of Food (Amendment) Regulations, 1955

Made - - - - 16th December, 1955
Laid before Parliament 21st December, 1955

Coming into Operation 1st January, 1956

The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Minister of Health
acting jointly, in exercise of the powers conferred upon them by sections 7
and 123 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955(a), and of all other powers them
enabling in that behalf, having consulted with such organisations as appear
to them to be representative of interests substantially affected by these Regula-
tions and having referred a draft of these Regulations to the Food Hygiene
Advisory Council in accordance with section 82 of the said Act, hereby make
the following Regulations :—

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Labelling of Food (Amendment)
Regulations, 1955, and shall come into operation on the first day of January,
1956:

Provided that the provisions referred to in column 1 of the Second Schedule
to these Regulations shail not have effect until the later dates specified in
relation thereto in column 2 of the said Schedule. -~

2. The Labelling of Food Order, 1953(b), as amenﬂed (¢), shall be further
amended as follows :—

(a) by inserting in paragraph (1) of Article 2 thereof immediately after
the definition of intoxicating liquor the following definitions :—

“‘Margarine” mieans the food usually known as margarine being
an emulsion of edible oils and fats with water or skimmed milk or
other substances, with or without the addition of colouring matter,
which is capable of being used for the same purposes as butter,

‘ Margarine-cheese > means any substance prepared in imitation of
cheese and containing fat not derived from milk.”;

{b) by inseriing immediately after Part 1V thereof the Part set forth in
the First Schedule to this Order ;

{c) by substituting in column 1 and column 3 of item 3 of Table A in
the First Schedule to the Crder for the words * synthetic cream ” wherever
they appear the words “ imitation cream .

(@) 4 Eliz. 2. c. 16. (b) S.I 1953/536 (1953 1, p. 665).
(c) S.I. 1953/1889 (1953 I, p. 685).
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In witness whereof the Official Seal of the Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food is hereunto affixed this sixteenth day of December,
nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

(L.s.) D. Heathcoat Amory,

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food

Given under the Official Seal of the Minister of Health this sixteenth day
of December, nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

(L.s.) Iain Macleod,
Minister of Health.

THE FIRST SCHEDULE
ParT IVA

Special requirements as to the labelling, marking and advertising of
margarine and margarine-cheese

7a. No person dealing in margarine shall deliver to the purchaser any
margarine, whether pre-packed or otherwise, unless—

() it is so delivered in a wrapper or container bearing the word
“MARGARINE ” in block letters, legibly printed and conspicuously visible ;

(b) in the event of any brand or descriptive name appearing on such wrapper
or container, the word “ MARGARINE ”, as aforesaid, appears in conjunc-
tion therewith wherever such brand or descriptive name appears: save that
where any pre-packed margarive is delivered enclosed in a wrapper or
container this requirement shall not apply in relation to the two sides which
are smaller in area than any of the other sides ;

{c) in every case where the word “ MARGARINE ” appears in conjunction
with any brand or descriptive name as aforesaid the following requirements
are complied with independently as respects each side of the packet on which
the brand or descriptive name appears, that is to say: —

() If any brand or descriptive name appears in letters not more than
3 of an inch in height the word “ MARGARINE ” shall be in*letters of
at least the same height as those of the brand or descriptive name.

(ii) If any brand or descriptive name appears in letters more than § of an
inch in height but not more than % of an inch in height the word
“MARGARINE ” shall be in letters not less than ¢ of an inch in height.

(iii) If any brand or descriptive name appears in letters more than $ of an
inch in height the word “ MARGARINE ” shall be in letters not less
than half the height of the letters of the brand or descriptive name.

{d) in every case where the word “ butter 7, “cream ™ or “milk ” appears on
the wrapper or container, that word appears in letters not larger nor more
conspicuous than those used for the word * MARGARINE ».

748. No person shall give with any margarine sold by him or display with
any margarine exposed by him for sale any label, whether attached to or printed
on the wrapper or container or not, which—

(a) bears any brand or descriptive name or pictorial device which refers to,
or is suggestive of, butter or of anything connected with the dairy interest ;
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(b) claims that any margarine contains or is made with cream or milk unless
such claim is made in the following words (and no others), that is to say:—

“Made with (x), milk-fat equivalent to (y) % of butter”

inserting at (x) the word “cream” or “milk ” as the case may be and
at (y) the figure which represents the percentage of butter calculated on
the amount of milk-fat introduced by the cream, or the milk, as the case
may be.

The claim shall be in type or characters all of equal size ;

(¢) claims that margarine contains butter unless such claim states the percentage
of butter the margarine contains.

Provided that no offence shall be deemed to have been committed under this
Article in relation to a figure stated as the percentage of butter if such figure
does pot differ by more than two from the actual percentage.

7ac—(1) No person shali publish, or be a party to the publication of any
advertisement for margarine which—

(a) includes any brand or descriptive name or pictorial device which refers
to, or is suggestive of, butter or of anything connected with the dairy interest ;

(b} makes any claim that any margarine contains or is made with cream or
milk unless such claim is made in the following words (and no others), that
is to say:—

“Made with (x), milk-fat equivalent to (y) 9% of butter ”

inserting at (x) the word “cream” or “milk” as the case may be and
at (y) the figure which represents the percentage of butter calculated on
the amount of milk-fat introduced by the cream, or the milk, as the case
may be.

Where the claim is made in visual form it shall be in type or characters
all of equal size ;

(¢} makes any claim that margarine contains butter unless such claim states
the percentage of butter the margarine contains.

Provided that no offence shall be deemed {o have been committed under this
Article in relation to a figure stated as the percentage of butter if such figure
does not differ by more than two from the actual percentage.

2) In preceedings for an offence against this Article in relation to the publica-
tion of an advertisement it shall be a defence for the defendant to proye that,
being a person whose business it is to publish, or arrange for the publication of,
advertisements he received the advertisement for publication in the ordinary
course of business,

(3) In any such proccedings as aforesaid against the manufacturers, producers
or importers of the margarine, it shall rest on the defendant to prove that
be did not publish, and was not a party to the publication of, the advertisement.

7ap. No person shall expose for sale by retail any margarine, other than pre-
packed margarine, unless there is attached thereto, in such a manner as to be
clearly visible to a purchaser, a label marked “ MARGARINE ” in block letters
not less than one and a half inches in height. ]

7AE. With the exception of sub-paragraphs (b) and (¢) of Article 7aB and sub-
paragraphs (b) and (¢) of paragraph (1) of Article 7ac, the foregoing provisions
of this Part of this Order shall apply in relation to margarine-cheese as if
“ margarine-cheese ” were substituted for “ margarine ” throughout.
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The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Minister of Health
acting jointly, in exercise of the powers conferred upon them by sections 7
and 123 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955(a), and of all other powers them
enabling in that behalf. having consulted with such organisations as appear
to them to be representative of interests substantially affected by these Regula-
tions and having referred a draft of these Regulations to the Food Hygiene
Advisory Council in accordance with section 82 of the said Act, hereby make
the following Regulations :—

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Labelling of Food (Amendment)
Regulations, 1955, and shall come into operation on the first day of January,
1956:

Provided that the provisions referred to in column 1 of the Second Schedule
to these Regulations shall not have effect until the later dates specified in
relation thereto in column 2 of the said Schedule. =

2. The Labelling of Food Order, 1953(b), as amenﬁed {€), shall be further
amended as follows :—

(@) by inserting in paragraph (1) of Article 2 thereof immediately after
the definition of intoxicating liquor the following definitions :—

*“Margarine’ means the food usually known as margarine being
an emulsion of edible oils and fats with water or skimmed milk or
other substances, with or without the addition of colouring matter,
which is capable of being used for the same purposes as butter.

‘ Margarine-cheese * means any substance prepared in imitation of
cheese and containing fat not derived from milk.”;

(b) by inseriing immediately after Part IV thereof the Part set forth in
the First Schedule to this Order ;

{(¢) by substituting in column 1 and column 3 of item 3 of Table A in
the First Schedule to the Crder for the words “ synthetic cream ” wherever
they appear the words * imitation cream ™.

(a) 4 Eliz. 2. c. 16. (b} 8.I. 1953/536 (1953 1, p. 665).
(c) S.I. 1953/1889 (1953 1, p. 685).
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