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Segments 

Consonants: voice, place, manner 





 



Segments 

Vowels: Front/back, close/open, 
rounded/unrounded 





English vowels 

/ɪ e æ ʌ ɒ ʊ/ as in pit pet pat putt pot put 

/iː ɑː ɜː ɔː uː/ as in key car cur core coo 

/eɪ aɪ ɔɪ/ as in bay buy boy 

/əʊ aʊ/ as in hoe how 

/ɪə eə ʊə/ as in peer pear poor 

/ə/ as in father, about 



In Summer In London 



Imagine /iː/ and /uː/ - I do 

I’ve tried to get them sounding right 

The whole fortnight 

In backness, roundness and in height 

Like tutors do 

In summer in London 



If I should not vibrate 

My vocal folds 

In consonants at ends of words 

Like I was told 

You’ll understand the reason is 

It gets too cold 

In summer in London 



CHORUS 

I can’t see me speaking the way that I do  

For all my life 

Now you told me I should be speaking 
like you  

To change my life 



There’s /iː/ and /uː/ and /ɜː/ and /aɪ/ 

And /əʊ/ and /ɑː/ and /aʊ/ and /eɪ/ 

I wonder why 

A language needs so many vowels 

To try to say 

The things that we all say 



CHORUS 

I can’t see me speaking the way that I do  

For all my life 

Now you told me I should be speaking 
like you  

To change my life 



Imagine /iː/ and /uː/ - I do 

I’ve tried to get them sounding right 

The whole fortnight 

In backness, roundness and in height 

Like tutors do 

In summer in London 

In summer in London 



(I’ll never speak the same again)  

In summer in London 

(I’ll never speak the same again)  

In summer in London  

…… repeat to end 



Suprasegmentals 

Intonation 

Tonality, tonicity and tone 





Interlinear diagrams 

Diacritics 



A:  Hi! 

 

 

B:  Hello! 

 

 

A:  How are you? 

 

 

B:  Well, thanks.  You? 

 

 

A:  Yes, good. 

 

 

 Really looking forward to Science Showoff. 
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Doing Intonation 



Everybody’s learning to do intonation  

(Come on baby, doing intonation) 

You know that it can really help your 
pronunciation 

(Come on baby, doing intonation) 



They say that intonation isn’t that 
hard to do 

And a high fall makes you happy 
when you’re feeling blue 

So come on, come on  

Doing intonation with me 



You’ve got a falling head now 

C’mon baby 

High dive, switch back 

Well I think you’ve got the knack 

Woh-woh 



So that we have mastered it let’s 
practice again now 

(Come on baby, doing intonation) 

Proper intonation stops you 
sounding insane now 

(Come on baby, doing intonation) 



Inter-linear diagrams are easy to 
read 

I love the blobs and squiggles and 
know where they lead 

So come on, come on – doing 
intonation with me 



You’ve got a falling head now 

C’mon baby 

High dive, switch back 

Well I think you’ve got the knack 

Woh-woh 



Climbing climbing head can cause a 
commotion 

(Come on baby, doing intonation) 

Do it with a sliding head if you’ve got 
the notion 

(Come on baby, doing intonation) 



Don’t for get tonality, tonicity, tone 

And pre-head, head and tail will mean 
they’re not alone 

So come on, come on  

Doing intonation 



Come on, come on  

Doing intonation 

Come on, come on  

Doing intonation with me 
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